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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

June 2020

June begins with the Holy Trinity

On Sunday, June 7, the church will celebrate the Sunday
of the Holy Trinity. On this day, we rejoice that God has
revealed Himself to us in truth and we worship Him as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit—one God, and yet three persons. This is
the deepest mystery of the Christian faith, and yet a doctrine
of the greatest comfort and majesty. Please join us for worship
on this festival day!

In-person services will be held at 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., with
attendance assigned alphabetically (A-L: 9 a.m., M-Z: 10 a.m.).
The full service will also be posted online.

Don’t forget to celebrate the
Ascension of Our Lord

On Thursday, May 21, the Church celebrated the
Ascension of our Lord! On this day, Pastor Vergin posted an
online devotion, in which he explained the comfort of the
Ascension, especially in light of today’s circumstances. The
video can be found on our Facebook page, as well as Pastor’s
YouTube channel (search “Pastor Vergin” on YouTube.com).

If you haven’t yet done so, be sure to check out this
inspiring devotion!
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NOTE: DUE TO COVID-19, OUR BIBLE STUDIES AND
THE GATE WORSHIP SERVICE LISTED BELOW

HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED. THANKS
FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

Sunday
Divine Service with Holy Communion 9 a.m. & 10 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday - The Gate worship service 7 p.m. (from the
Wednesday after Easter until mid-November)

One Saturday/month - Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9
a.m.

Handicap accessible.

A reminder about in-person worship

On May 17, we resumed in-person worship services at St.
Mark’s, following a special 2-service pattern in order to reduce
gathering size. Thanks be to God, everything has been going
smoothly! We expect to continue following this pattern
through the month of June. Here are the details:

- We will be holding two Divine Services every Sunday,
one at 9 a.m. and one at 10 a.m., with attendance
assigned alphabetically (A-L: 9 a.m. service; M-Z: 10
a.m. service).

- We are asking that all congregants wear masks when
in the building and maintain 6 feet of separation from
those of a different household.

- The building will be sanitized throughout, including
between services, and hand sanitizer will be
distributed at specific points.

- Holy Communion will be distributed using special
procedures to reduce the chances of person-to-person
spread.

The church leaders and Pastor Vergin will work together
to decide when it is right to go back to a single service. Those
who feel they should wait a bit longer to return should
continue watching our services online and should consider
arranging a private visit with Pastor so you can receive Holy
Communion.

May God grant to us His patience and peace, and restore
us quickly!

Thinking of all dads this month

Father’s Day falls on Sunday, June 21 this year. May the
Lord bless all of you wonderful dads on this day and always,
and grant you a peaceful day filled with love and joy!



St. Mark’s Messenger-June 2020 3

Pastor’s Page

My friends, by the grace of God we here at St. Mark’s are
seeing things gradually returning to normal. While it may take
a while for this recovery to be complete, it is happening. And
we should all be encouraged by that, and thankful to God,
who has heard our prayer: “Restore us to yourself, O LORD,
that we may be restored! Renew our days as of old”
(Lamentations 5:21).

Now that this restoration appears to be underway
(though it is true that no one knows what tomorrow may
bring), I believe we Christians must carefully attend to two
things.

First of all, it’s especially important at this time that we
bear with one another in love. At the moment, there’s a lot of
frustration in our society, not to mention division. All around
us we see people at one another’s throats. They’re lashing out
at each other. They’re slandering each other. They’re refusing
to see things from a different perspective.

But it should not be so with us. We Christians are the
redeemed of God. Our Lord Jesus has delivered us by His
blood from sin, death and the power of the devil. In our
baptisms, He has given us new life (Romans 6:4), clothed us
with His Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), and gathered us into His
Church (Ephesians 5:27).  In Jesus, we have victory over
death (1 Corinthians 15:54) and the promise of a “kingdom that
cannot be shaken” (Hebrews 12:18).

Therefore, we Christians should be all the more willing to
bear with one another, knowing that in Christ we have nothing
to fear. Listen to what the apostle Paul says in his letter to the
Colossians: “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all
these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony (Colossians 3:12-14).

Given the circumstances, we will be tempted as we come
together again to bring the bitterness of the world into the
Church. Against this, we must be especially attentive to walk
always in love. This means listening to one another. This
means speaking well of one another. This means respecting
one another’s ideas and accommodating one another’s
sensitivities. As we come together now, we must be attentive
to exercise these good Christian virtues. Otherwise, as Paul
warns us, “If you bite and devour one another, watch out that
you are not consumed by one another” (Galatians 5:15).

At the same time though, not only does this situation call
us to pay special care to walk in love, it also calls us to a
joyous recognition of how God works good through evil.

Remember how God worked through the persecution that
the early church faced in the time of the apostles. Not long
after Pentecost, the deacon Stephen was martyred by the Jews
in Jerusalem. At this point, a great persecution broke out
against all the Christians there. As it says in the book of Acts,
“And there arose on that day a great persecution against the
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles” (Acts
8:1). Sounds pretty bad, right? Indeed, it was. Christians had
to leave their homes. They had to travel to unknown places.
Their lives were being constantly threatened. Everything was
changing. They didn’t know whether they would be taken
next.

But what did God do? He took this bad situation, and
used it to bring about even better things for His Church.
Through this dispersion, God brought His Gospel out to the
world in a way that may not have happened otherwise. As the
book of Acts continues, “Now those who were scattered went
about preaching the Word” (Acts 8:4). Because of this
persecution, Philip preached in Samaria (Acts 8:5) and also
proclaimed the Gospel to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-40).
Even more, it led Christians to bring the Word of God up into
the Gentile regions of the north: “Now those who were
scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch” (Acts
11:19). Though this persecution was truly an evil thing, God
worked through it to bring about great good for the Church.

In the same way, we can trust God to take the bad
situation that we have been experiencing and use it for the
good of the church today. No, we don’t know what that will
mean. We don’t know what it might look like. But we can be
sure that God will do it, and it will be perfect. Just as He
worked through the death of Jesus to win salvation for the
world, so also He will work through this pandemic to bless His
Church and promote the preaching of His Word. As Paul
confesses, “We know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called according to
his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

So, my friends, as we come together again, let’s give
thanks to God and let’s focus on these things. Let’s be careful
to deal with one another at all times in love and in patience
and in grace. And let’s trust God to bring great good from this
evil. Who knows what joyous things may lie ahead?

Watching with joy as God brings good from bad

(Continued next column)
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Sharing some notes we received
at St. Mark’s this past month

We thought it would be nice to share with you the
contents of several kind notes that St. Mark’s received this past
month.

From former St. Mark’s member, Missy Melvin, who works for
Wycliffe Bible Translators, resides at their location in
Arizona, and is involved with Bible translation work in Mexico.

Dear Friends at St. Mark:
Thank you so much for your generous gift. What a

blessing! I pray you are all staying healthy during this COVID
crisis. We are running a skeleton crew here with doors locked--
keeping things like finances going between here and the work
in Mexico. We have a few members “escaping” to the U.S. who
are at high risk with health issues and needed to get out of
Mexico. Praise God we have housing they can stay in and be
isolated. Of course, we are being extremely vigilant.

Thank you too for your prayers. May the Lord be glorified
in all this as we trust He will work it out for good! (Missy’s
newsletter, along with additional photos of Wycliffe Mexico’s
work, have been posted on the bulletin board above the
basement stairs.)

From Destiny Jackson, Life Enrichment Director at Westlake
Senior Living Center in White Lake.

To everyone at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church:
Thank you so much for coming to Westlake to do the car

parade. We appreciate you so much! All of you made the staff
and residents smile.

Thank you also to Debbie [LoCascio] for contacting me
and setting this up.

We appreciate you all! God bless and thanks again!

From Dianne Archer and the postage stamp collectors at
Wycliffe Bible Translators in Orlando, FL. (Sales from used
postage stamps go to support Bible translation projects.)

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s Church:
Thank you for the large envelope of used postage stamps

that you sent to us. It came just in time as we are slowly closing
up the stamp room in Orlando for the snowbird season. Many
volunteers have left early to be home with their families in case
they come down with the virus. There is a core group of
volunteers who live here year ‘round. We have one volunteer
who sells the postage stamps on E-bay throughout the year
also. We cut and trim stamps for her. I will be mailing her a
package of used stamps this week that will be ready to sell.

We ask for prayers that Bible translation efforts continue
despite the current interruptions. Many meetings and work-
shops around the world have been cancelled and international
flights have mostly halted.

Blessings to you!

Thanks, Vehicle
Parade participants!

       On May 11 and May 19, 2020,
St. Mark’s hosted two Vehicle
Parades for four senior living
centers in our area. The goal was to
bring joy and smiles to the seniors
living there who have pretty much
been on “lockdown” since March
due to COVID-19. Many of these
residents have been dealing with
depression.

On May 11, a dozen or so vehicles, including several folks
from St. Stephen Lutheran Church, gathered at Canturbury-on-
the-Lake Assisted Living Center (where our members Mac &
Marcy McConnell live) in Waterford. Vehicles were decorated
with balloons and signs and participants waved at residents
and staff as they honked their horns while driving around
several buildings. And Mac and Marcy did see our procession
from inside their apartment and were waving at us!

Next, parade participants drove to Lockwood Assisted
Living Apartments near M-59 and Crescent Lake Road in
Waterford. This was a smaller complex, and the vehicles were
able to drive around a few times waving and honking at
residents and staff. Even though it was a chilly day, some of
the residents, who knew in advance of the parade, dressed
warmly and were sitting in chairs on their balconies, waving at
the vehicles and yelling, “Thank you so much!”

Lastly on May 11, the group stopped by Westlake Health
Campus on Bogie Lake Road in White Lake. Westlake
provides housing for Independent Living, Assisted Living and
Memory Care seniors. Their Director had also invited the
residents’ families to participate in the parade if they wished,
and so those folks added another ten or so cars to the parade,
which by that time, had grown to probably 25 vehicles! The
residents at Westlake were so sweet. They made signs on
posterboard that said things like “thank you for thinking of
us” and “have a great day!” and hung them on the outside of
their buildings and windows for our group to see. It was a
fantastic day for all involved!

On May 19, the car parade visited Bloomfield Orchard
Villa Nursing Home on Richardson Road in West Bloomfield.
Participants included eight to ten cars from St. Mark’s, as well
as Pastor Moyer and his family from Faith Lutheran in
Highland. While the nursing home patients at Bloomfield
Orchard Villa weren’t able to come to their windows due to
their individual health issues, their drapes were all open so
they could see the vehicle parade from their beds!

Thanks so much to everyone who participated in these
events! You really made a lot of residents smile and let them
know that Jesus, and area Christians, love and care about
them. And it also brought joy and smiles to those who
participated, as well!
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MORE-URGENT PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—has health and memory issues.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs prayers for health and family issues.
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues.
Barbara Jewell—will be undergoing tests on June 4 and

depending on results, possible outpatient stomach
surgery; will also be undergoing back surgery on Aug. 18.

Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Rod Oehring—has health issues; is receiving therapy.
Kay Reynolds—needs prayers for health issues.
Frank Salo—needs extra prayers.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Larry Whitehead—recovering from surgery.
Sharon Williams—is undergoing treatments for cancer.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—is having multiple

health problems.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s friend, John—his health is poor.
Barbara Jewell’s husband’s ex co-worker’s husband, Kim

Pruchnicki—recovering from a heart procedure.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Patricia—hit by a car; needs prayers.
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—has memory issues.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is

hospitalized with health issues.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)

grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—needs prayers for health

issues.
Cindy Parks’ son, Sean Parks—No longer testing positive for

COVID-19, but is undergoing tests for some possible
kidney issues.

Jason Peters’ sister, Joslyn Peters—needs prayers for
difficulties in her life; praying she will come to know Jesus.

Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—was hit by a
car, has severe injuries, and is in an induced coma.

Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is
battling breast cancer.

Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s
is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.

Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have
gotten worse.

Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain
bleed.

Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is battling cancer.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra

prayers.
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—is now testing negative

for COVID-19. Continues to have health issues and needs
prayers.

(continued next column)

Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that
she’ll come to faith in Christ.

Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra
prayers for guidance.

Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—diagnosed
with Autism.

Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a very

serious car accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Rebecca Chipps—is finished

with radiation and is improving.
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s neighborhood friend, Joanne English—has

throat cancer; might need neck surgery
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Angela Peters’ father-in-law, Karl Peters—has many health

issues
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s neighbor, Marilyn—health is failing

and she doesn’t believe in Jesus. Praying that she’ll come
to faith before it’s too late.

Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia
List—are ill

Cindy Parks’ friends, Sheila, Mary, and Linda—all are battling
breast cancer

Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—is still having back pain
following surgery.

Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;

receiving therapy
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has several

medical issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—
cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
Matt Zavada (whose father, Ray, works at the LCMS Michigan
District)—praying for healing for a wound on his foot.
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June Birthdays
  2 Blake Ingram, Debbie Sidelinker
  7 Claire Swainson
14 Cassidy Benson
19 Bradyn Veliu
25 Kyle Tolman
26 Jennie Kaufman
27 Sheryl Brown, Aaron Vergin
29 Sophia Benson, Lynn Thomas

June Anniversaries
10 Rick & Sandy Schmaltz 36th
18 Aaron & Mandy Vergin 9th
20 Tom & Debbie LoCascio 39th

SPECIAL

June’s special
 decade birthday wishes

We wish the Lord’s richest blessings
upon Jennie Kaufman and Sheryl Brown
as they’ll both celebrate special “decade”
birthday’s this month! Jennie’s birthday is
June 26, and Sheryl’s is June 27.

As always, we can’t say which
special decade birthdays they’ll be
celebrating, but we pray that our Lord will
continue to bless them with faith, peace
and happiness throughout this upcoming
year.

Please remember these
folks in your prayers

Those shown below have lost loved
ones this past month. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.

 The Bidinger family as our former
member, Lois Bidinger, fell asleep in
the Lord on 5/28.

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in April:

Bethesda Lutheran Homes: Gail
Fitzgerald, Jennie Kaufman, Lauren Maier,
Rod & Leslie Oehring, Larry & Lori
Whitehead, Sharon Williams
Memorials (Barbara Katterman): Derald
Katterman, Jennie Kaufman, Nancy
McInnis
New Coffee Machine Fund: Jennie
Kaufman



St. Mark’s Messenger-June 2020 7

A peep from the Veep

What has happened? It’s like the world we live in has
been turned inside-out and upside-down.

All around us, on account of COVID-19, we see panic
setting in. So many people are afraid. Some are so afraid, they
are nearly scared to death – for they are afraid of death.

But people are not just afraid, they’re lost. They found
that the god they thought they had has great limitations.
Many are now looking to government as their god—but
government, too, has great limitations and ultimately cannot
save.

And all the while the devil celebrates as people seek relief
in drugs, alcohol and suicide. With the vast closure of our
economic system, people are experiencing financial despair.
(Open Door Outreach Center, which normally welcomes 30
new families per month, is experiencing 30 new families each
week.)

Yet, there is good news. Christ told us that we should
make disciples, and after each epidemic of the past, there has
been an upturn in the number of Christians. People sometimes
need to hit rock bottom to realize that there is something much
larger than themselves or even their government. That
something is God.

There are several theories regarding the increase of
Christians after an epidemic. One is that when the crises hit,
the Christians remained in the cities and tended to the sick
and dying, thus developing a natural (God given) immunity.
The pagans, on the other hand, who fled to the countryside,
did not build up immunity because of their isolation from
others. And the pagans, consequently, had a profoundly
higher death rate.

Another theory, presented by Cyprian, Bishop of
Carthage (died: 258 A.D.), was that when the disease struck,
the “epidemic swamped the explanatory and comforting
capacities of paganism and of Hellenic philosophies…In
contrast, Christianity offered a more satisfactory account of
why these terrible times had fallen upon humanity, and it
projected a hopeful, even enthusiastic, portrait of the future.”

In other words, our earthly death is not the end. Rather, it
is the beginning of a new life with Jesus Christ, who died, rose

again and ascended into
Heaven, showing us that He is
the Way to an eternal life filled
with eternal bliss. “O death,
where is thy sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55)

We have this hope through our Lord Jesus Christ, and we
should consider how we can share it, individually and
corporately, with those in our community who have lost hope.

Earlier this year we began exploring a “New Beginning” at
St. Mark’s and we should, as a congregation, review these
objectives and begin implementation. As we build up our
outreach to the community, we also build up ourselves in this
effort. We have family, friends and neighbors who are in dire
need of the hope found only in Christ.

Matthew Starner, a Lutheran pastor, writes: “Just as
epidemics in the early church helped it spread and grow, so
too can this situation we’re in today be a chance to
reinvigorate the church if we are bold to prayerfully follow
Jesus’ lead and step out of our comfort zone into what He’s up
to.” 2

 We can start by returning to church ourselves, as we are
able, and thus serve as a witness to those in our community of
our faith. And as we do so, our Lord will daily renew the hope
within us, through the hearing of His Word and through Holy
Communion.

John Reardon
St. Mark’s Vice President

________________________
(Footnotes)
1 From Rodney Stark’s book The Rise of Christianity, as cited
in Matthew Starner’s article Doing Something New,  April 30,
2020, Michigan District LCMS.
Reference: https://michigandistrict.org/healthy-
congregations/doing-something…
2 Starner, Matthew. Doing Something New.
https://michigandistrict.org/healthy-congregations/doing-
something...

(Continued next column)
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For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

June’s Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting
has been rescheduled

St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting that had been
scheduled for Sunday, June 7 has been tentatively rescheduled
for Sunday, July 12 due to COVID-19.

The meeting will include up-to-date reports regarding
worship services, attendance, finances and upcoming church
events, as well as an update on where we’re at regarding the
two back lots being put up for sale.

Be assured that for everyone’s safetly, we will hold the
meeting with proper virus mitigation procedures in place.

All church members age 18+ are welcome and encouraged
to attend!
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** DUE TO COVID-19, ALL BIBLE STUDIES 

HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED. 

IF YOU AREN'T YET COMFORTABLE WITH 

ATTENDING WORSHIP SERVICES, YOU CAN 
VIEW THEM ONLINE AT: WWW.STMARKWB.ORG.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
Pastor's Day Off Pastor out of office in p.m.  

 

7:00pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.   

7  Holy Trinity 8 9 10 11 12 13
Elder on Duty:  TBD Pastor's Day Off     

9:00am Divine Service (A-L)   

10:00am Divine Service (M-Z) Pastor out of office in p.m.   

  

     

14  The 1st Sun. after Trinity 15 16 17 18 19 20
Elder on Duty:  TBD Pastor's Day Off  FIRST DAY OF SUMMER

9:00am Divine Service (A-L)   

10:00am Divine Service (M-Z)    DEADLINE TO SUBMIT  

 Pastor out of office in p.m. NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  

FLAG DAY

  7:30pm - Council Mtg.  

21  The 2nd Sun. after Trinity22 23 24 25 26 27
Elder on Duty:  TBD Pastor's Day Off

9:00am Divine Service (A-L) Pastor out of office in p.m.   

10:00am Divine Service (M-Z)   DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.  

  

FATHER'S DAY    

     

28  The 3rd Sun. after Trinity29 30
Elder on Duty:  TBD Pastor's Day Off

9:00am Divine Service (A-L) Pastor out of office in p.m.

10:00am Divine Service (M-Z)  

  

 ACOLYTES: GREETERS: USHERS: VIDEO TECHS:

ALTAR GUILD: Ellen Rentola NONE FOR JUNE NONE FOR JUNE   7  TBD   7  John Sidelinker

COUNTERS: TBD   14  TBD 14  Kim Olsen

  21  TBD 21  Debbie Sidelinker

  28  TBD 28  John Sidelinker

      

Secretary Debbie on vacation

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


