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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we observe the Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. On this day, we rejoice to see how 

Jesus is at work in us and among us through His Word. While we are by nature deaf to the 

Word and cannot speak it rightly, Jesus comes to us today to open our ears through His 

preaching and to set free our tongues so that we might confess Him in Truth. And so it is 

that we stand now as His people, who trust in Him and proclaim His salvation to the world. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your experience 

among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy 

Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in 

doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this 

sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us 

the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 
  



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
Sharing of the Peace 

Those who wish may stand and share Christ's Peace with one another by offering a 

handshake and the words, "Christ's peace be with you." 

 



Hymn of Invocation: 905 Come, Thou Almighty King 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 70:2b, 4a, 5b; antiphon: vv. 1–2a 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 

  O LORD, make haste to help me! 

C Let them be put to shame and confusion 

  who seek my life! 
 

P Let them be turned back 

  and brought to dishonor who desire my hurt! 

C May all who seek you rejoice 

  and be glad in you! 
P You are my help and my deliverer; 

  O LORD, do not delay! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 

  O LORD, make haste to help me! 

C Let them be put to shame and confusion 

  who seek my life! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, by Your gift alone Your faithful people render true and 

laudable service. Help us steadfastly to live in this life according to Your promises 

and finally attain Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

  



Sit 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 29:17–24 

17Is it not yet a very little while 

 until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 

 and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? 
18In that day the deaf shall hear 

 the words of a book, 

and out of their gloom and darkness 

 the eyes of the blind shall see. 
19The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, 

 and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 
20For the ruthless shall come to nothing 

 and the scoffer cease, 

 and all who watch to do evil shall be cut off, 
21who by a word make a man out to be an offender, 

 and lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate, 

 and with an empty plea turn aside him who is in the right. 

 22Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of 

Jacob: 

“Jacob shall no more be ashamed, 

 no more shall his face grow pale. 
23For when he sees his children, 

 the work of my hands, in his midst, 

 they will sanctify my name; 

they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob 

 and will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 
24And those who go astray in spirit will come to understanding, 

 and those who murmur will accept instruction.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 34:1–2 

P I will bless the LORD at all times; 

  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

C My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 

  let the humble hear and be glad. 
 

  



Epistle Romans 10:9–17 
 9If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is 

justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, 

“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 

call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 

to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  



Holy Gospel Mark 7:31–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 31[Jesus] returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of 

Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32And they brought to him a man who was deaf 

and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33And taking 

him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting 

touched his tongue. 34And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” 

that is, “Be opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 

plainly. 36And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more 

zealously they proclaimed it. 37And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He 

has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
Children's Message 

 
Hymn of the Day: 545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

 
Sermon 

 

  



Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

  

Brief silence 

  

For all the baptized, and especially for the saints here at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 

that our ears would be opened by the Spirit to the Gospel of peace, and that our lips 

would continually show forth our thanks and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church throughout the world, especially for our Synod, that God would bless 

all congregations, pastors and Christian agencies to serve faithfully and without fear; 

and for an increase in faithful servants sent out into the harvest, that Christ’s kingdom 

would be expanded, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all pastors, that they would be faithful and compassionate in the exercise of their 

duties; and that they would speak the truth in love as they catechize the young and 

old, bring mercy to the sick and shut-in, provide counsel and care to those in need, 

pray for all under their charge, and proclaim the Gospel as those who recognize how 

much they need it themselves, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For good stewardship of God’s creation, that we would seek to provide clean air, 

water and land to all peoples, praying always for God’s providential care of the planet 

He has given to us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
  

P For all in authority by whose service God provides for us the gift of order, including 

our parents and family, our government, our police and firemen, and our military and 

schools, that God would give them strength and endurance to carry out their duties for 

the good of those entrusted to their care, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick, the frail and the dying, [especially _____________,] that God would 

focus them upon Christ and His love and restore them to health, according to His will; 

for doctors, nurses, therapists and all who tend to our brothers and sisters in need, that 

God would bless them as they put the talents He has given them to good use, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For all who partake this day of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they 

would receive the very body and blood of Christ in true repentance and sincere faith 

and to their abundant blessing, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the saints who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, let us give 

thanks to the Lord; that we would, by God’s grace, be kept in their holy communion 

unto eternal life in Christ’s kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Offering 

During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your 

pew. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. 

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 

His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us 

in His body and blood. 

  

  



Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see note on front of this service folder regarding our Holy Communion 

policy. 

 
  



Distribution Hymn: 528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

    Be justified by grace. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
  



Distribution Hymn: 793 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

  



Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: 830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 9/8 The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Special Voters’ Meeting 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Mon. 9/9 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Tue. 9/10 Pastor’s ½ day off in p.m. 

 

Wed. 9/11 Patriot Day 

  The Gate Worship Service 7 p.m. 

 

Thu. 9/12 Quilting Bee 7 p.m. 

 

Sun. 9/15 The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING AFTER CHURCH TODAY – St. Mark’s Church Council 

requests the presence of all voting church members, age 18+, for a Special Voters’ Meeting THIS 

MORNING after the Divine Service in the Fellowship Hall. The Agenda will consist of a financial 

and demographic report, as well as the presenting of a possible idea that the Lord has put before 

our congregation. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO RESUME/SEEKING SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER – All kids ages 

Preschool through 5th Grade are welcome and encouraged to attend our weekly Sunday School 

class held after the Divine Service each Sunday starting September 15. The Growing in Christ 

curriculum published by Concordia Publishing House, is a wonderful way for children to learn 

about Jesus and his love for them! You can register your child for Sunday School by visiting our 

website at: www.stmarkwb.org. Once there, hover over the Contact/Registration tab at the top, 

and you’ll find the Sunday School Registration Form. We are also seeking one or two Sunday 

School teachers for this year’s September 15 – May 31 season. If you can help, even teaching one 

or two Sundays per month, please see Mandy Vergin ASAP. 

 

http://www.stmarkwb.org/


SERVING DINNER AT ST. PAUL, PONTIAC – St. Mark’s Board of Human Care is seeking 

volunteers to help serve dinner at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Pontiac on Wednesday, September 

18. Food donations will also be needed. Our congregation served dinner there in May, and the 

people that were fed were so very grateful for the delicious food! Volunteers should arrive by 

5:30 p.m. Dinner starts at 6:30, and volunteers will be on their way home again before 8. A sign-

up sheet for both volunteers and food donations is now located in the lobby. This is a great way 

to serve those in need! 

 

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS INVITED TO ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING – All 

officers and board members of St. Mark’s are invited and encouraged to attend our Annual 

Mission Planning Workshop on Saturday, September 21 from 10 a.m. to approximately 4 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be served to participants around midday. This annual meeting 

is where we will discuss goals and action plans as we plan the church’s activities for 2020. If you 

are currently an officer or board member, it’s essential that you attend this workshop, if at all 

possible! We look forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

THE FESTIVAL OF ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS - During the Divine Service on Sunday, 

September 29, we will be celebrating the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels. On this day, we 

will give thanks for God’s holy angels (especially the archangel, Michael) and consider the 

blessed service that they render to us, according to God’s design. Please join us for this unique 

and holy festival! Angels truly are a gift of God and we ought to rejoice that God has created 

them to magnify His glory and to serve our needs! 
 

UPCOMING OCTOBER EVENTS – Mark your calendars now for these events coming up in 

October! More information will be forthcoming down the road! 
 

   6 Fall Clean-Up 

 19 Trunk-or-Treat 

 27 Reformation Sunday followed by the Fall Harvest Potluck 

 

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

will continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach 

Center in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary 

stairs where you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that 

assists needy families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene 

items, so if you can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 

 

ST. MARK’S “WELCOME BASKET” OUTREACH PROGRAM – Our Board of Gospel 

Outreach has expanded their Welcome Basket program to include not only the neighborhood 

behind church, but also the Golf Manor Subdivision as well. Anyone who would like to help 

offset the cost of these baskets can place their donation in a pink envelope (found in the pew 

racks), write “Welcome Baskets” on the front, and place the envelope into our offering plates. An 

example of a filled basket is now located on the shelf at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. 

 



EYEGLASS AND POSTAGE STAMP DONATIONS – The small, plastic bins used to collect 

eyeglasses for M.O.S.T. Ministries, and postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translators, are 

located on the bookshelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. M.O.S.T. Ministries (Mission 

Opportunities Short Term) provides recycled eyeglasses to people living in the developing 

nations around the world. Wycliffe Bible Translators provide Bibles that are written in peoples’ 

native languages so that they can fully understand God’s Word and, hopefully, come to faith in 

Christ. Used postage stamps should be cut out with ¼” of space around them and placed into the 

donation bin so they can be mailed to Wycliffe once a year and sold on auction websites. The 

proceeds are used to help with Bible translation projects. 

 

ST. MARK’S “WELCOME BASKET” OUTREACH PROGRAM – Our Board of Gospel 

Outreach has expanded their Welcome Basket program to include not only the neighborhood 

behind church, but also the Golf Manor Subdivision as well. Anyone who would like to help 

offset the cost of these baskets can place their donation in a pink envelope (found in the pew 

racks), write “Welcome Baskets” on the front, and place the envelope into our offering plates. An 

example of a filled basket is now located on the shelf at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. 

 

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A PASTOR OR DEACONESS? If so, Rev. 

Bill Wrede from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis would love to meet with you (dates/locations 

below). Rev. Wrede is interested in meeting with any prospective students of all ages—

elementary school age through adults. Appointments are individual, informal, and family/friends 

are welcome to come with you. Appointments aren’t necessary, but are encouraged. If you’d like 

to schedule a specific day & time, contact Rev. Wrede at (314) 505-7221 or wredew@csl.edu. 
 

Concordia University, 4090 Geddes Rd., Ann Arbor in the Cafeteria Hallway 

Tuesday, Sept. 10 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, Sept. 11 from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 45160 Van Dyke, Utica 

Wednesday, Sept. 11 from 4-8 p.m. 




 

mailto:wredew@csl.edu




SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 

  

Altar Guild Karen Kaufman 

Acolyte Grace Hurley 

Elder on Duty Tom LoCascio 

Greeter(s) Cindy Parks 

Offering Counters Mary Lockwood & Jean Swainson 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter Chris Gerard 

Ushers Jim O’Brien & John Reardon 

Video Technician Darryl Swainson 

 

 


