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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we observe the Sixth Sunday of Easter. On this day, we remember how our Lord, 

having risen from the dead, now summons us to pray. Although we live in a hostile world, 

we know that Christ has overcome the world, and that He desires all to be saved and come 

to a knowledge of the truth. Therefore, we pray with confidence, remembering that our 

Father loves us and that He rejoices to give us the good things for which we ask. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, we offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your 

experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy 

Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in 

doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this 

sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us 

the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 
  



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 



This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 

 4From Mount Hor [the children of Israel] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 

around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people 

spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 

in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 
6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, 

for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take 

away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to 

Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he 

sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent 

bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual (spoken responsively) Liturgical Text; John 16:28 

P Alleluia. Christ, who has redeemed us with his blood 

  is risen and has appeared unto us. Alleluia.  

C I came from the Father and have come into the world 

  and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father. Alleluia. 

 



Epistle 1 Timothy 2:1–6 
 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 

peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing 

in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony 

given at the proper time. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 16:23–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 23[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, 

whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24Until now you have 

asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

 25“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will 

no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26In 

that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on 

your behalf; 27for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have 

believed that I came from God. 28I came from the Father and have come into the world, 

and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

 29His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 

speech! 30Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question 

you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31Jesus answered them, “Do you 

now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 

scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the 



Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 773 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermonette 

 

  



Stand 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

  

Brief silence 

  

Heavenly Father, You tenderly invite us to bring our petitions before You, and You 

promise to hear us. Keep us steadfast in the faith, that we might ever cling to Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, who has overcome the world for us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious Father, we thank You for raising up faithful pastors among us to care for 

Your holy flock. Fill them with Your Spirit, that they would never tire of preaching 

Christ crucified for the salvation of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty Father, keep this nation under Your care and bless the leaders of our land, 

especially Donald, our president, and Gretchen, our governor. Preserve us in safety, 

liberty and livelihood. Heal our divisions, that we may be a people at peace among 

ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Give us grateful hearts for 

the freedom we enjoy and for the men and women who have given their lives to keep 

us free. We ask You also to preserve all who work in emergency and medical fields. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, extend Your compassionate hand toward all who suffer tribulation in 

this sinful world. Spare us from this pestilence and its effects, and look with mercy 

especially upon the destitute, homeless and those impoverished in our inner cities. 

Motivate Your children to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, that they might 

be Your instruments of love to help and assist those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Loving Father, look with mercy upon all those who are sick or suffering in any way 

[especially _____________]. Give them the strength and perseverance to endure, and 

restore them according to Your will. Above all, comfort them in the sure and certain 

knowledge that their Redeemer lives, and that they will find eternal life in Him. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, bring us to the holy altar in repentance and faith, that we might 

receive a foretaste of the feast to come in the eating and drinking of Your Son’s very 

body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Eternal Father, we give You thanks for receiving all those who have gone to their 

heavenly reward before us and now rest from their labors. Keep us with them in that 

same faith, that together with them, we may receive the promised inheritance of Your 

eternal Kingdom as fellow heirs with Your Son when He returns in glory. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through faith in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

  

NOTE REGARDING THE OFFERING – Offering plates are located at the sanctuary exit 

doors where you may leave your weekly offering as you depart. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see note on the inside front cover of this service folder regarding our 

Holy Communion policy. 

 

For your health and safety at Holy Communion:  

 Please remain in your pew to receive Holy Communion 

 Please temporarily receive the host (wafer) in your hands rather than your mouth 

 Use of the common cup will be temporarily suspended 

 When you take an individual cup, please be careful not to touch any adjacent cups 

 

Stand 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 5/17 The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Divine Service at 9:00 a.m. (those whose last names begin with A – L) 

 Divine Service at 10 a.m. (those whose last names begin with M – Z) 

 

Mon. 5/18 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Tue. 5/19 Pastor out of office in p.m. 

  NO Church Council Meeting 

 

Thu. 5/21 The Ascension of our Lord 

 

Fri. 5/22 Deadline to submit articles for June’s newsletter 
 

Sun. 5/24 The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 Divine Service at 9:00 a.m. (those whose last names begin with A – L) 

 Divine Service at 10 a.m. (those whose last names begin with M – Z) 
 

 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

THIS MORNING’S ALTAR FLOWERS were placed to the glory of God by Scott Miller in order 

to help beautify the altar area. We thank Scott for this floral donation. 

 

WE’LL BE HOSTING A 2ND STAY-IN-YOUR-VEHICLE-PARADE ON TUESDAY! Thanks 

so much to those who participated in last Monday’s Stay-in-Your-Vehicle-Parade at 3 area 

nursing/assisted living centers. Quite a few members from St. Stephen Lutheran Church in 

Waterford joined us in their vehicles and we had so much fun bringing joy and smiles to the senior 

residents! We will also be hosting a second car parade this Tuesday, May 19, for the seniors at 

Bloomfield Orchard Villa Nursing Home located at 7277 Richardson Road (east of Haggerty 

Road) in West Bloomfield. We’d like to have at least 10-12 vehicles participate, so if you aren’t 

working on that day, we definitely need your help! PLEASE consider joining us! We will gather 

along Forbush Ave. (the street east of the nursing home) at 2:15 p.m. where you can then take the 

time to hang any signs or balloons on your vehicle. (Look for the LoCascio’s red Chevy Silverado 

pick-up truck and park behind it.) At 2:30 p.m., we will drive the streets surrounding the nursing 

home a few times, honking our horns, holding up signs and waving to the residents inside. 

 

REMINDER: Don’t forget to periodically check out the BUDGET THERMOMETER located on 

the bulletin board outside of the church office to see how we’re doing financially for 2020! 

Thanks SO MUCH to all of you for continuing to regularly provide your offerings to St. Mark’s 

either by mailing in your contributions, or participating in our Kindrid online giving program. 

We truly appreciate it! 



NOTE REGARDING OUR CURRENT WORSHIP SERVICES: During this time of COVID-19, 

some of our church members might feel it’s better in their personal situations to wait a bit longer 

before returning to church. And we totally understand. Because of this, Pastor Vergin will 

continue to post our full worship services online. Pastor is also available for home visits where 

private Holy Communion will be given and COVID-19 safety precautions will be used. Please 

call the church office if you would like to schedule a private visit with Pastor. 

 

ASCENSION THURSDAY NOTE: This year, due to COVID-19, St. Mark’s will not be offering 

an in-person worship service to celebrate the Ascension of our Lord on May 21. Instead, Pastor 

Vergin will be offering an online devotion that we hope you will take the time to watch. Very 

soon, you’ll be able to visit our website at www.stmarkwb.org and click on the Videos/Sermons 

button in order to watch the devotion. 

 

JUNE’S SEMI-ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING – St. Mark’s 2020 Calendar of Events shows 

that our Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting is scheduled to take place on Sunday, June 7 after the 

Divine Service. However, discussions are ongoing with your church leaders regarding whether 

or not this meeting will take place, so watch future bulletins for a determination on this. 

 

ACOLYTES, GREETERS & OFFERING COUNTERS ON HOLD FOR MAY – As a 

precaution, we will not be scheduling acolytes, greeters and offering counters for the remainder 

of May. The offerings will be locked up after church services on Sundays and counted by office 

staff on Monday mornings. If any of our current Video Technicians would like to record Pastor’s 

sermons on Sunday mornings, you are welcome to do so. We hope to resume regular scheduling 

of our volunteer positions beginning in June. 

 

CONTINUING TO ACCEPT COINS FOR THE INVISIBLE DAD LUNCH PROGRAM AT 

KEITH ELEM. – Although area schools will not be resuming until September, St. Mark’s will 

continue to receive coin donations to help support Keith Elementary’s “Invisible Dad” lunch 

program. This helpful program, started by a dad at Keith, keeps extra money in the school’s 

Invisible Dad Lunch Fund so that if a student’s personal lunch account falls too low, or if a student 

forgets to bring a lunch (or can’t afford to bring a lunch), money is available for them to have the 

same lunch as other students at no cost. This saves the student the embarrassment of being offered 

only a sandwich wrap and/or cheese/cracker package (the state mandated free items that the 

school can provide). A clear, glass jar is located on the table at the back of the sanctuary where 

you can deposit any spare change you might have in order to help support this program. When 

school starts in September, the contents of the jar will be counted and brought to the principal’s 

office at Keith Elementary. Thanks in advance for helping with this project! 

 

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 

http://www.stmarkwb.org/


WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries, 

and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of 

the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to 

fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used 

eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate 

postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp so that the 

stamp isn’t damaged. Thank you. 

 

IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community 

Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation will 

receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what 

you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope 

you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus 

Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to 

locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks in advance for doing 

this!
 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


 



 





SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 

  

Acolyte None 

Altar Guild Debbie Sidelinker 

Elder on Duty Darryl Swainson 

Greeter(s) None 

Offering Counters None 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter Chris Gerard 

Ushers Tom Kaufman & John Reardon 

Video Technician None 


