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Neighborhood Prayers



ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

April 2019

Please join us for a pre-Holy Week
Neighborhood Prayer Walk

As God’s people, we are called to shine the light of the
Gospel of Christ into this world, that others may know Jesus
and join us in His salvation. And here we must begin with
prayer, for we serve by God’s power, not our own.

To that end, on Sunday, April 7, we will be holding a
“prayer walk” in the neighborhood behind our church (which
we have adopted as our congregation’s mission field). On this
day, after our regular Divine Service, we will meet downstairs
for a short Bible study. After this (weather permitting), we will
then go out into the neighborhood as a group to walk through
it and pray for the people there. This serves both as an aid to
our prayer and as a public witness to our faith.

We hope you will join us for this important work!
Accommodations will also be made for those unable to make
the entire walk with us.

All are invited to attend our
Holy Week Worship Services

In the month of April, the Church will celebrate Holy
Week, in which we remember Jesus’ suffering, death and
resurrection and rejoice in the salvation which God has
accomplished for us there.

On Sunday, April 14, we will observe Palm/Passion
Sunday, where we remember Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry” into
Jerusalem, as well as His suffering and death. On this day, our
service will be held at the regular time, 9:30 a.m., and will
include a reading of the Passion Narrative from the Gospel of
Luke.

On Thursday, April 18, we will observe Maundy (Holy)
Thursday, where we remember Jesus’ institution of Holy

(See Holy Week, Page 10)
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741; Fax: (866) 649-6870
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

Pastor: Rev. Aaron Vergin
E-mail: pastor@stmarkwb.org

Editor: Debbie LoCascio
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Sunday
Divine Service with Holy Communion 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday - The Gate worship service 7 p.m. (from the
Wednesday after Easter until mid-November)

One Saturday/month - Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9 a.m.

Handicap accessible.

Find a Bible Study below
that works for you!

As Christians, it’s important that we read God’s Word
daily for SO many reasons! The Bible contains God’s Will for
our lives, nourishes our faith, teaches us discernment,
instructs us in righteousness, is full of God’s promises, and it
gives us the knowledge and power to overcome temptation
with the help of the Holy Spirit.

St. Mark’s offers several opportunities for you to be in
God’s Word, and we pray you will take advantage of one or
more of them!

Sunday Adult Bible Class – The Gospel of Luke
During the month of April, we will be concluding our

study of the Gospel of Luke in our Adult Bible Class on
Sunday mornings from 10:45 - 11:45 a.m.

Like the other three Gospels, the Gospel of Luke tells the
story of Jesus of Nazareth. According to Luke’s admission, it
is built upon the testimony of reliable eye-witnesses. Luke
interviewed those who were there; those who walked with
Jesus and talked with Jesus; those who ate with him,
journeyed with him, and watched as he was betrayed, tried,
and crucified; those who at last saw him alive again. And Luke
then compiled their testimony, in an orderly way, into a
trustworthy account of Jesus’ life and ministry. Here, we learn
who Jesus was, what He said and did, and how he laid down
his life for our sake, only to rise again on the third day.

So please come! There’s nothing more important than
learning about Jesus. Here, we discover who our God is and
how He has saved us from sin and death. Here, we discover
His great work of seeking and saving the lost. Here, we
discover why it is that the angels appeared long ago in the
fields over Bethlehem and sang, “Glory to God in the
highest!” Please come and join us in our study of the Gospel
of Luke. We’d love to see you there!

Sunday School for the Kids - Growing in Christ
On Sunday mornings at 10:45 a.m. in the Library, St.

Mark’s offers Sunday School for children. Kids will learn
about Jesus and his love for them using the “Growing in
Christ” curriculum from Concordia Publishing House. We
hope that your child(ren) or grandchild(ren) will attend
Sunday School each week because it is so important that
children learn what the Bible has to say!

(See Bible Studies on Page 9)
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(continued next column)

From Darkness to Light: The Joy of Our New Life in Christ

My friends, we are entering at last into one of my favorite
times of the year: the beginning of spring. Sure, we can give
winter its due. The first snowfall of the year is always
beautiful and inspiring. The old traditions of Christmas are
romantic and endearing. And there’s something alluring about
the thought of cozying up before a roaring fire while the cold
wind howls outside.

But by the time we get into late January and February, for
most of us winter has worn out its welcome. We’re tired of the
cold. We’re weary of the gloom. We’re itching to get out of
the house (which has, of course, been getting messier by the
day) without having to bundle up. We’re sick of shoveling
snow. And, come to mention it, we’re probably just sick in
general.

But then—God be praised!—comes spring. The weather
begins to warm. The sun begins to shine. The birds begin to
sing. Delicate green buds appear on the many fingers of once
barren trees. Early blooming flowers—crocuses and tulips and
daffodils—burst up out of nowhere from the ground. People
everywhere emerge from their cramped and cluttered houses,
forsaking their heavy winter coats, to work and play freely in
the mild springtime air. Everything is once again green and the
world, which seemed so dead, is alive. Spring. It’s a time of joy
and renewal, a time of freshness and life—and, to speak
personally, it’s one of my favorite times of the year.

But aside from giving us an earthly sense of joy, spring
can also serve a higher purpose, for it also gives us a beautiful
illustration of the gift of God in Christ, namely, the new life
that God freely offers to us through faith in Him.

Yeah, by nature we were all born under the power of sin
and the captivity of the devil. We were “dead in [our]
trespasses,” as Paul says (Ephesians 2:1). And what did that
mean? It meant an existence of hopelessness and despair. An
existence of sadness and gloom. An existence of futility and of
anxiety and of the deepest, most profound fear. The power of
sin reigned darkly over us. The devil, in all of his cruelty and
malice, held us captive. Death was our lot. We were idolaters,
adulterers, blasphemers, murderers, and thieves—and in our
sin we stood under the just condemnation of God. All around
us today we see a world living under the power of sin and
dwelling in darkness and the shadow of death. And at one
time we were all right there with them. Our life was once a
winter life, a life of barrenness, hostility, and gloom.

But then came Jesus. Long ago, out of His love for us, He
left His glorious throne in heaven and stepped down into our
world of darkness. He bore the sin of all. He suffered the
punishment we deserved. He shed His own innocent blood on

the cross. He died in our place. And then in the dawning light
of Easter He rose again in glory from the dead. In this way,
Jesus paid the price for the sins of the world and graciously
accomplished our eternal salvation.

And now Jesus comes to us, offering this salvation as a
free gift through faith in Him. Not only does He assure us of
forgiveness and a gracious reception by the Father, but He
promises us a new life, a life of joy and holiness empowered
by His Spirit. This is a blessing of baptism, and something
truly to be cherished. As Paul says, “We were buried therefore
with [Jesus] by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).

A new life. It is ours through the resurrection of Christ,
even now. It is a springtime life, a life of peace and joy, a life of
warmth and light, a life of righteousness and of freedom and
of love. It is the life of God’s Spirit, in which we bear good
fruit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). This
is the gift of Christ, which we believers have in our baptisms
at this very moment. Yeah, for the time being this new life is
still hindered by our old, sinful flesh, so that we “do not do
what [we] want” (Romans 7:15). And yet it is nevertheless at
work in us and will be made complete in us when Christ
returns and we are perfected. Indeed, it is the golden life of
heaven, given to us now.

So, as we gather this month to celebrate Easter, and as we
watch springtime burst forth around us, I would have you
remember two things. First, remember that the gift of Christ
includes a new life, which we live even now by the power of
the Holy Spirit. As Martin Luther says in our Small Catechism,
“[Jesus] has redeemed me…purchased and won me from all
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil…that I may
be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness” (SC
II, 3). The goal of Jesus’ salvation is, in fact, a new life.

But, secondly, remember the true joy of this new life.
Don’t be deceived when the world tells you that the life of sin
will make you happy. No, that is a life of hopelessness and
fear. Instead, the new life that we have in Jesus is truly the
good life, for it is a life lived in the freedom and comfort of the
Gospel, a life that affirms our nature as God’s creatures, a life
in which we rest under His care, a life shaped as He has
intended. In short, this new life works in us all that we were
meant to be. And, even though we will still face hardships in
this world, our new life is still a life of the highest joy.

So open your eyes to the gift of Christ, cherish the new
life He gives, and set yourself to live according to it every day.
For Jesus has risen. And, in your baptisms, so have you.
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We will continue to accept orders
for Easter plants through April 7

Have you placed your order for beautiful, flowering spring
plants from St. Mark’s yet? If not, we hope you will before
April 7!

The plants will be placed along the front of the chancel
just prior to Easter morning thereby adding beauty and
fragrance to our sanctuary for Easter Sunday. Following the
service, you will be able to take your plant(s) home with you
and plant them into your garden or give them to someone
special.

Many different types of plants, and sizes, are available.
See our Sunday bulletins for an order form, or contact the
church office for more information.

Help is needed to
deliver Easter invitations

      On Sunday, April 14, we will once again
be heading out into our neighborhood to
distribute invitations to our Easter service!
      After the Divine Service on that day, we
will be assembling the invitations in the

Fellowship Hall. Then, after a quick lunch, some volunteers
from our congregation will go out into the neighborhood to
knock on doors, and personally distribute them and invite the
people there to our service.

We hope you will plan to help! This effort has borne fruit
in the past and we rejoice to see the Gospel at work through
the people of God! Please let Pastor Vergin know if you would
like to help distribute the invitations in the neighborhood.

Community Easter Egg Hunt & Fun
will occur on April 20!

On April 20, we will be holding our annual Community
Easter Egg Hunt & Fun. Here, children will enjoy many
different games and activities, some delicious snacks, and—of
course—an egg hunt!

This event will be held at St. Mark’s from 2-4 p.m. and is
open to all children, ages 3-10. It will be held rain or shine and
no registration is necessary. Plus, it’s free!

Please join us! This is a great way for us to serve our
community and make connections with our neighbors, that we
might share with them the good news of Jesus. Be sure to
invite your family and friends!

We also will need volunteers for this event. A sign-up
sheet is now available on the back table of the sanctuary for
those interested in helping.

Our Midweek Lenten Services
will continue in April

In the month of April, we will be continuing on through
the season of Lent, and will, therefore, be continuing to hold
our regular midweek services. These services will be held on
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. and will conclude on April 10.
Here, we will follow the order of Vespers.

Additionally, for these services we will be utilizing a
series from Concordia Publishing House titled “Behold the
Man,” which focuses on Jesus’ incarnation (that is, His act of
taking on our human nature) and the indispensable role it
plays in His suffering, death, and resurrection.

Please plan to attend if you can!

Seeking Easter instrumentalists

If you’d like to play an instrument during
any of our Holy Week services, please let
Debbie LoCascio or Pastor know ASAP.
Soloists or small ensembles would be most
welcome!
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—is having health issues.
Lois Bidinger—is suffering from Dementia.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs extra prayers.
Barbara Jewell—still having back issues and undergoing tests.
Barbara Katterman—needs prayers for health to improve.
Kay Reynolds—is having medical issues.
Sharon Williams—is still having back pain.
Joan Freeman’s mom, Betty Sampson—is battling Stage 4 cancer.
Barbara Jewell’s brother, Al Schwartz—broke his humerus.
Barbara Jewell’s cousin’s daughter, Shylo Stelman—is having

health issues.
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Diane Bloe—diagnosed with

Stage 3 esophageal cancer.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Brian—prostate cancer has returned.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues.
Barbara Jewell’s sister, Marilyn—has a severe case of shingles.
Glenn Jewell’s niece’s baby, Braxton—born premature; needs

prayers.
The LoCascio’s friend’s friend, Jayden—is recovering from a bad

automobile accident; will need months of therapy.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s niece, Madeline—newborn baby born

with a malformed jaw; had surgery; is recovering.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s granddaughter, Britt Able—is

recovering from a severe ankle infection following surgery.
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Tearl Powell, Jr.—is undergoing

chemotherapy for colon cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael) grandfather,

Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane’ Schaefer—is recovering from back

surgery.
Lori Steward’s mother, Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is battling

breast cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s dad, Doug Tolman—is recovering

following a procedure to seal off ruptured veins in his brain.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—is in rehab for

medical issues.
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—is having health issues.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a stroke.
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance.
Lori Whitehead’s acquaintance, Evan Grathwohl—is undergoing

more tests.
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—is recovering from medical

issues.

(continued next column)

Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that
she’ll come to faith in Christ.

Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs
extra prayers for guidance.

Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—
diagnosed with Autism.

Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.

ON-GOING PRAYERS:
Charlette Benson—diagnosed with Type II Diabetes
Laura Benson—is having medical issues
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a

very serious car accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Sue Franklin—has several medical problems
Sue Franklin’s son, Jared Franklin—is recovering from

medical issues
John Freeman—is recovering from a broken bone in his leg
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical

problems
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—is battling lung

cancer
The LoCascio’s friend’s son, Justin Kiroff—is receiving

rehab following a car accident
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia

List—are ill
Cindy Parks’ friends, Sheila, Mary, and Linda—all are battling

breast cancer
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has several

medical issues
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical

problems
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé,

Rachel—cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
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April Birthdays
  6 Barbara Jewell
  9 Alexa Ingram
11 Haley Benson, Scott Steward
15 Chris Gerard
25 Sophia Hurley
27 Steven Allen

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations during the month
of February.

Memorials: Barbara Jewell
Welcome Baskets: Karen Kaufman

April Anniversaries
  9 Darryl & Jean Swainson 36th
20 Frank & Nancy Salo 62nd
26 Scott & Lori Steward 33rd

Don’t forget to turn in
your Coin Holders!

Are your Lenten Coin Holders about
full? We hope so! The donations from
these holders will be sent to Bethesda
Lutheran Communities, a Lutheran non-
profit organization that helps people with
developmental disabilities across the U.S.

If you haven’t started collecting
quarters yet, that’s no problem. (Some-
times, collecting quarters can be diffi-
cult.) You are also welcome place cash, or
a check made payable to St. Mark’s,
inside the folder and turn it in that way.

Don’t forget to turn in your folders
by Easter Sunday, if possible. Thanks in
advance for your support of Bethesda!

Transferred to a sister congregation:
Carol Warnicke to Hope Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Hudson, FL (Feb. 25,
2019)

We are seeking Easter
Breakfast volunteers

Larry Whitehead has volunteered,
once again, to oversee this year’s Easter
Breakfast that will follow our Easter morning
Divine Service on Sunday, April 21. Thank
you, Larry! However, Larry needs other
volunteers to help him set-up the
Fellowship Hall on April 20 at 5 p.m.; to
prepare, cook and serve the food on
Sunday, April 21; and to help clean-up after
the breakfast.

If you can lend a hand in any way, it
would be greatly appreciated! A sign-up
sheet is now located on the table in the
back of the sanctuary where you can list
your name if you’re able to assist. We can’t
offer this free breakfast that’s been the
tradition here for many years if we don’t
have enough people to help with it, so
please sign up if you can! Thank you!

Attend the Easter Vigil
at Our Savior, Hartland

On Holy Saturday, the Saturday
before Easter Sunday (April 20), Our
Savior Lutheran Church in Hartland, MI
will be holding an Easter Vigil Service.
Our pastor, Aaron Vergin, will be
assisting with this service. This is a
unique service, meant to bring us from
the death of sin into the joy of Jesus’
resurrection. The service will begin at
7:30 p.m.

Our Savior Lutheran Church is
located at 13667 W. Highland Road,
Hartland MI 48353.

Thanks, Parish
Fellowship Board!

On Wednesday, March 6, St. Mark’s
Parish Fellowship Board hosted our
annual Soup & Salad Supper and it was
delicious! We offer sincere thanks to all
who brought in, and served, the food on
that night, and we also thank the ladies
on the Board for all of their hard work!

May’s upcoming events

  5 Spring Clean-up after church
10-12  Church Retreat at Proud Lake
15 Serve Dinner at St. Paul, Pontiac
30 The Ascension of our Lord Divine

Service
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Church Council Minutes - Summarized
March 19, 2019

(Continued next column)

Attendees: Pastor Vergin, Tom LoCascio, John Reardon, Kari Kosmalski, Debbie LoCascio, Susan Ingram,

Sharon Williams, Gail Hardy, Scott Steward, Nancy McInnis

(See Council Minutes, Page 12)

Meeting called to order by Tom at 7:31 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Devotion – Romans 8:31-39 by Pastor

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin
 Every One His Witness Training Workshop – June 8

(all day, to include lunch). There are 11 spots open.
Pastor to post a sign-up sheet.

 Report on ALICE Active Shooter Response Training.
ALICE procedures should be part of broader
emergency response plan at St. Mark’s.

 Holy Week – Palm Sunday (Apr. 14), Maundy Thu.
(Apr. 18), Good Friday (Apr. 19), the Resurrection of
our Lord Divine Service (Apr. 21)

 Easter Vigil at Our Savior Hartland (Saturday, April
20) @ 7:30 p.m. Pastor Vergin will be assisting.

 Prayer walk in neighborhood – Sunday, April 7
(During Bible Study, with abbreviated study
beforehand)

 New Round Tables for basement (Request for
Motion) – Sharon made a motion to use funds from
the Memorial Fund to buy 4 new, round, plastic top
tables (approx.. $529). Gail seconded. Motion carried.

 Update on palms for chancel area – Pastor found
palm plants for half the cost previously discussed.
Will place in chancel on Easter (not during Lent or
Advent).

BOARD REPORTS
Assimilation & Stewardship per Pastor Vergin

 New method for “New Member” Board info.

Family & Youth per Pastor for Mandy Vergin
 Community Easter Egg Hunt & Fun on April 20 from

2-4 p.m. Almost finished planning. Sign-up sheet to
appear soon.

 Easter morning Egg Hunt on April 21 after Easter
Breakfast - they’re also working on this event

Gospel Outreach per Sharon Williams
 Hand deliver Easter invitations after church on Palm

Sunday – Pastor has the invitation postcards in his
computer. Board is searching for pre-wrapped bags of
jelly beans.

 Inactive Members – Sharon has been mailing
invitation cards to our inactives before Easter &
Christmas

Human Care per Gail Hardy
 Serve Dinner at St. Paul, Pontiac – May 15, 6:30 p.m.
 Still receiving hygiene products for the Open Door

Parish Fellowship per Sharon Williams
 Baby Shower for Mandy Vergin on 3/31 at 1 p.m.

Cake has been ordered.

Properties per Scott Steward
 Spring Clean-Up on May 5 after church (includes

lunch)
 New railings installed on chancel stairs
 Seem to have gotten rid of our mice problem
 New flag has been put up on the flag pole

LWML per Gail Hardy
 Easter Baskets for St. Paul, Pontiac – still trying to

get a hold of someone there about this
 LWML Zone Rally will be held after Easter (May 4?)

in Linden
 Quilting Bee for Lutheran World Relief – will

advertise this after Easter

Banner Committee per Pastor for Mandy Vergin
 Ladies are done making banners for now. Will take a

break, then fill in some additional banners as needed
throughout the year.

Parsonage Project Committee per John Reardon
 Have left several messages with the Township

Planning Dept. Awaiting return call.

Retreat Planning Committee – Retreat Dates: May 10 – 12
per Pastor

 Created preliminary event schedule
 Divided chores among committee members—food,

supplies, activities, sponsors, etc.
 Reserved The Café building also for that Saturday
 Next meeting – Tuesday, March 26 at 7 p.m.
 Attendees can choose to just come for Saturday’s

events

GENERAL BUSINESS
 Public Relations per Sue Ingram – Egg Hunt

advertising has been started. Will be putting out
street sign around April 1.

 Combine Endowment Fund & Feed My Lambs Fund
and switch to paperless statements so the monthly
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Our Retreat Planning Committee has been very busy
planning the details for our upcoming Spring Retreat that will
take place at the Proud Lake Recreation Area - Riverhawk
Lodge from May 10-12. It looks like this is going to be an
exciting and fun event that you won’t want to miss!

Riverhawk Lodge is located at the end of the road that
houses the Proud Lake DNR Headquarters (located at 3500 W.
Wixom Road in Commerce). The Huron River peacefully
meanders alongside the Lodge. The area is situated in a forest
setting surrounded by many diverse habitats. In other words, it
is an absolutely gorgeous and tranquil location.

The Lodge features two sleeping wings on either end of
the building. Each wing contains 7 separate bedrooms, each
with 2 twin beds, a nightstand and a lamp (along with a closet).
There is one bedroom in each wing that is ADA accessible with
only one twin bed. Each wing also houses a large bathroom
with multiple, doored stalls and 2 shower stalls with doors.
Separating each wing are the central meeting areas: a large
dining room table, a living room, a wood-burning fieldstone
fireplace with flat-screen TV, and a kitchen with tons of counter
space. For meals and meeting space, we have also rented The
Cafe that is located across a grassy area from the Lodge. The
Cafe houses a commercial kitchen and seating for up to 70
people.

Participants can either choose to spend the entire week-
end at the Lodge (cost for this will be $25/person and includes
2 nights lodging and all meals), or just come for the day’s
events on Saturday ($15 per person and includes 3 meals,
campfire s’mores and two, 1.5-hour sessions with our guest
speaker). A state park Recreational Pass is required for
entrance into the park. If you don’t already have one, you can
either buy a pass when you renew your automobile tabs ($11),
or purchase a pass from the Park Office when you arrive ($16
per vehicle, so carpooling is recommended). If you will be
spending the weekend at the Lodge, parking is located next to
the Lodge at the end of the park road. If you will just be
attending the Retreat on Saturday, you may park on either side
of The Cafe (maybe 8 spots there) OR in the giant parking lot
that will be on your left just before The Cafe.

Scholarship money is available for those who might need
financial assistance in order to attend the Retreat. Do not let
the cost of the event prohibit you from attending! Call the
church office if you’d like a scholarship to help cover the cost!

Our weekend theme will be based on a verse from John
6:68b where Peter responds to Jesus by saying: Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. The Retreat
Planning Committee has also come up with 4 goals for this
event:

1. Help participants grow closer to God
2. Teach how the Bible applies to everyday life
3. Promote connections among participants
4. Provide the opportunity for participants to step away

from their busy lives and appreciate the tranquil beauty
of God’s creation in our community

A preliminary schedule for the weekend has also been
created and looks like this:

Friday, May 10
3:00-6:00 Unpack
6:00-7:00 Orientation and Dinner
7:00-8:00 Free Time
8:00-8:30 Evening Devotions
8:30 - ? Free Time/Campfire

Saturday, May 11
8:00-8:30 Morning Devotions
8:30-9:30 Breakfast
9:30-10:00 Free Time
10:00-11:30 Retreat Session 1 with Dr. Pulse
11:30-12:00 Free Time
12:00-1:00 Lunch
1:00-2:30 Retreat Session 2 with Dr. Pulse
2:30-6:00 Free Time with an hour spent working with

the DNR to pull out the Garlic Mustard plant
6:00-7:00 Dinner
7:00-8:00 Free Time
8:00-8:30 Evening Devotions
8:30 - ? Free Time/Campfire

Sunday, May 12
7:00-8:00 Breakfast
8:00-9:00 Pack up & depart for the Divine Service at St.

Mark’s that starts at 9:30

Our guest speaker on Saturday will be Dr. Jeffrey Pulse,
Associate Professor of Exegetical Theology from Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN. He and his wife will be
staying with us Friday night and leaving for home late Satur-
day afternoon. He’s looking forward to meeting our attendees!
Dr. Pulse’s specialty is the Old Testament, and the two
sessions he will be teaching are titled: “How to Read the Old
Testament: No More Peek-a-Boo Jesus.” Prior to becoming a
professor at the seminary, Dr. Pulse was a parish pastor for 22
years. He and his wife also love the outdoors!

There will be plenty of free time offered throughout the
weekend where you can choose to do as much, or as little, as
you’d like. Available activities will most likely include: lawn
games, board games, Bible Pictionary, Bible Bingo, possibly a

Be sure to register by April 9 for
St. Mark’s Retreat at Proud Lake Recreation Area!

(See Retreat, Page 10)(Continued next column)
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Men’s Bible Breakfast Will Meet on April 6
Attention Men of St. Mark’s!
We will be holding our monthly Men’s Bible Study on

Saturday, April 6. We will meet at Greek Jalapeno for breakfast
from 9 - 10:30 a.m. (6636 Cooley Lake Rd.) and will continue
our study of the book of Acts!

We’d love to have you there! This is a great opportunity
to gather as men of God around His holy Word and to be
formed together in the image of Christ! Please remember your
Bible!

The Gate Resumes on May 1
On Wednesday, May 1 we will be resuming our midweek

Bible Study called “The Gate.” Here, we will meet together to
study the Scriptures, pray, and praise our God.

On May 1, we will begin a new series for The Gate, in
which we will be going through the book of Revelation.
Although we have looked at certain portions of this book at
other times, we will be taking this opportunity to go through
the other parts that we have yet to study.

Please join us! The book of Revelation is one of the most
encouraging and interesting books of the Bible, in which God
reveals to His Church the final victory of Christ, so that we
might face the devil and the Day of Judgment with confidence.

The Gate meets on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. There will be
snacks afterwards. We look forward to seeing you there!

Bible Studies
(Continued from Page 2)

MICHIGAN DISTRICT TRAINING WORKSHOP – Our LCMS
Michigan District in Ann Arbor, and the LCMS Ministry to the
Armed Forces program, are offering a FREE training workshop
called “Operation Barnabas” on Saturday, April 6 from 1-4 p.m.
The workshop will take place at Christ Our King Lutheran Church
in Saline, MI, and will provide training to assist local
congregations in their care and support of local veterans and
military members and their families. The event is free, but you
must register online at:  michigandistrict.org/opbarnabas. For
additional information, call Tom Wright at (734) 548-7250.

OUR SAVIOR EV. LUTHERAN, HARTLAND, TO INSTALL
ADDITIONAL PASTOR – All are welcome to attend the
installation service of Pastor Rodney Zwonitzer at Our Savior
Ev. Lutheran Church in Hartland on Sunday, April 7 at 4 p.m. Our
own Pastor Vergin will be assisting in the service. Pastor
Zwonitzer came out of retirement, and moved back home to
Michigan from Florida, in order to accept this Pastoral Call and
give Pastor Thoma some much-needed help. A reception dinner
for all attendees will occur following the service.

WEST BLOOMFIELD HAZARDOUS WASTE EVENT – West
Bloomfield Township will be hosting its annual Hazardous Waste
Event on Saturday, April 13 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. If you live in
West Bloomfield, Orchard Lake, or Sylvan Lake (ID required),
you can take your hazardous waste to the West Bloomfield Civic
Center at 4550 Walnut Lake Road and they will dispose of it for
you for free. Or, if you live in West Bloomfield but have physical
limitations that would require a home pick-up of hazardous waste,
you can call the Township and set up an appointment for them
to come to you on Friday, April 12. Their phone number is: (248)
451-4818.

WE ARE ACCEPTING USED EYEGLASSES AND USED
POSTAGE STAMPS - The small, plastic bins used to collect
gently-used eyeglasses for M.O.S.T. Ministries, and postage-
stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translators, are located on the
bookshelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. M.O.S.T.
Ministries (Mission Opportunities Short Term) provides recycled
eyeglasses to people living in the developing nations around
the world. Wycliffe Bible Translations Ministry provides Bibles
written in a peoples’ native language so that they can understand
it fully and, hopefully, come to faith in Christ.

The magnitude of God’s love

It would be spectacular and amazing ... if
some king’s son were to appear in a beggar’s
home to nurse him in his illness, wash off his filth and do
everything else the beggar would have to do. Would this not
be a profound humility? Any spectator or any beneficiary of
this honor would feel impelled to admit that he had seen or
experienced something unusual and extraordinary, something
magnificent.

And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such
magnitude that the greater the filth and stench of our sins, the
more he befriends us, the more he cleanses us, relieving us of
all our misery and of the burden of all our sins and placing
them upon his own back.

Whenever the devil declares: “You are a sinner!” Christ
interposes: “I will reverse the order; I will be a sinner, and you
are to go scotfree.” Who can thank our God enough for this
mercy?

—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167
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scavenger hunt, hiking, canoe/kayak rentals on the Huron
River, campfire songs, making s’mores, etc.

Those who wish may also participate in two Servant
Events that weekend. The first is a continuation of our
collection of hygiene products for the Open Door Outreach
Center. We will be asking all attendees to consider bringing at
least 1-2 hygiene/toiletry items for this collection. Secondly,
those who wish may work alongside the Department of Natural
Resources, Proud Lake Recreation Staff, and the Friends of
Proud Lake organization to help remove an invasive species of
plant (Garlic Mustard) that is aggressively growing throughout
the park, killing off native vegetation. The DNR will provide us
with gloves, garbage bags and guidance. If you plan to
participate, be sure to wear appropriate clothing for outdoor
work (long sleeved shirt, pants, boots, maybe a pair of safety
glasses, etc.). We’ll spend about an hour on Saturday helping
with this project.

The Retreat Planning Committee will also be approaching
area businesses asking them to help sponsor the Retreat. In
return, their names will be listed as sponsors in the Retreat
Program Book, and they will also receive a ‘thank you’
donation letter from St. Mark’s. We will be asking them for
donations of food, supplies, decorations, items for our
Welcome Bags, cash, etc. We also plan to ask our Michigan
District Church Extension Fund, as well as Thrivent, for
possible grants to help offset the costs.

Since we have rented The Cafe for Saturday, and it seats
up to 70 people, it has also been decided to open up
Saturday’s events to some of our sister congregations around
the Proud Lake Area. We are hoping to have a total of 50
attendees at the Retreat on Saturday (20-25 from St. Mark’s, the
remainder from sister congregations). However, accommoda-
tions for the weekend lodging will mostly be reserved for St.
Mark’s members, possibly their families, and/or friends of St.
Mark’s who attend our congregation often.

Children are welcome to attend the Retreat. However, be
advised that there are no playgrounds in that section of the
park, and so it will be the responsibility of each parent/
grandparent to keep their children entertained, especially
during both Old Testament teaching sessions on Saturday.

Registration will be mandatory for this event so that we
know how much food to buy/make, and also how many spots
will be available for our sister congregations! A new sign-up
sheet has been posted on the easel in our lobby where you can
register to attend for the entire weekend, or register to attend
just Saturday’s events. It is advised that St. Mark’s members
register by April 9th as we will begin accepting registrations
from our sister congregations starting April 10th.

Next week, watch for a mailing that will include information
about the Retreat, a list of what to pack/bring, and a map/
directions to the event. Any questions can be directed to
Pastor Vergin or Debbie LoCascio.

Retreat
(Continued from Page 8)

Holy Week
(Continued from Page 1)

Communion on the night when He would be betrayed. Our
service will be held at 7 p.m., and will include Individual
Absolution as well as Holy Communion. The service will end
with the traditional stripping of the altar.

On Friday, April 19, we will observe Good Friday, where
we remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross for us.
Our service on this day will be the service of Tenebrae
Vespers (Service of Darkness) and will be held at 7 p.m.

On Sunday, April 21, we will celebrate Easter Sunday,
where we rejoice in the glorious resurrection of Jesus from the
dead and the gift of salvation that we have in Him. Our service
will be held at 9:30 a.m. and will include Holy Communion as
well as special music. A free Easter breakfast will follow the
service in the Fellowship Hall, as well as an Easter Egg Hunt
for the children starting around 11:30 a.m.

Please join us for these special services at St. Marks, and
invite your friends and family! We look forward to seeing you
there!

What Easter does

Martin Luther has this to say about what Jesus’ resurrec-
tion does for us:

This is the power and fruit of His resurrection: that we
have peace and joy--that is, that we are comforted and made
joyful and alive amid the heavy thoughts, sadness, and sorrow
of our hearts. For to escape from death, to conquer the heart’s
fear, trembling, and terror, requires a divine power. Human
strength and power is much too small and weak for this. The
superabundant greatness of His power must do it, [as] St.
Paul says in Ephesians 1 [:19-20], “according to the
working of His great might that He worked in Christ when He
raised Him from the dead.”

--AE 69, p. 352
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

fees will be discontinued – Debbie to contact Kevin
Hurley again about getting this done

 AED machine purchase per Tom LoCascio – will
order the AED machine via St. Mark’s Visa card.
Training for up to 12 people will cost $475. Trainees
should include Pastor, John, Tom and the ushers.

 Violin Recital per Debbie LoCascio – Can Joanne
Wisti have her violin recital at church on 5/19 from 3-
5 p.m.? Per Council, yes.

 Debbie’s suggestions for evangelism: “Love the
Lost” and a “Directive for Inactive Members” –
handouts given to Boards of Gospel Outreach and
Parish Fellowship. Pastor & Debbie, Board of Elders,
Council and Board of Parish Fellowship need to pray
for our inactive members often, and by name. List of
inactive members will be updated weekly and emailed
to the above parties for prayer.

Next meeting:  Tuesday, April 16, 7:30 p.m. (Business Mtg.)

Adjourned at 8:40 p.m. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Council Minutes
(Continued from Page 7)
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Sunday Adult Bible Class:10:45 a.m.

Sunday School (Sept. - May): 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast: First Saturday/month at 9 a.m.

Wednesday Worship: "The Gate" 7 p.m. (the Wed. after Easter through mid-Nov.)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
9am Men's Bible Study

Sec'y. Debbie Off  @ Greek Jalapeno

9-12pm Open Door Meeting

7pm Handbell Practice 7pm-Midweek Vespers Svc.  

7:30pm - Bd. Of Elders' Mtg.

7  Fifth Sunday in Lent 8 9 10 11 12 13
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off  

9:30am Divine Service  4pm Confirmation Class A 11am Parish Fellowship

10:45am Adult Bible Class 5pm Confirmation Class B  3pm Parsonage Planning 12pm Gospel Outreach

10:45am Sunday School          Meeting at Township  

11:30 Neighbordhood Prayer Walk 7pm Handbell Practice  7pm-Midweek Vespers Svc.  

  7pm Retreat Plan'g. Mtg.

14  Palm Sunday 15 16 17 18  Maundy Thursday 19  Good Friday 20  Holy Saturday
Elder on Duty: Larry Whitehead Pastor's Day Off     

9:30am Divine Service   DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 2pm Community Easter Egg

10:45am Sunday School  NEWSLETTER ARTICLES Hunt & Fun

10:45am Prepare Easter Invitations  

11:45am Lunch 7pm Handbell Practice  7pm Divine Service 7pm Tenebra Vespers 7:30pm The Easter Vigil @

12pm Deliver Easter Invitations  7:30pm - Council Mtg.  Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Our Savior, Hartland

21  Resurrection of our Lord 22 23 24 25 26 27
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off  

9:30am Divine Service    DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.

10:45am Easter Breakfast

11:30am Kids' Egg Hunt   

   

   

28  Second Sun. of Easter 29 30
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off  

9:30am Divine Service  4pm Confirmation Class A

10:45am Adult Bible Class 5pm Confirmation Class B

10:45am Sunday School   

 

   

ACOLYTES: GREETERS: VIDEO TECHS:

ALTAR GUILD: Jennie Kaufman   7  TBD   7 Julie/Kari Kosmalski   7  Jim O'Brien 7   TBD/Larry Whitehead

COUNTERS:  Jennie & Karen Kaufman 14  Grace Hurley 14 Gail Firtzerald 14  Tom LoCascio 14, 18, 19 & 21   Darryl Swainson/Tom Kaufman

21  TBD 21 Sharon Williams 21  Butch Fitzgerald 28   John Reardon & Jim Obrien

28  Sophie Hurley 28 Mary Lockwood 28  Jim O'Brien  

USHERS:

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


