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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of All Saints’ Day. On this day, we rejoice in Jesus’ victory 

over the grave and the eternal life that we enjoy through faith in Him. We also remember 

on this day all those who have fallen asleep in faith and now rest with Christ in glory, 

especially those who have fallen asleep this past year. We are all saints in Christ, clothed 

in His holiness through faith, and today we behold with thanksgiving what that truly means. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your experience 

among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy 

Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in 

doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this 

sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us 

the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 



Announcements 
 
Sharing of the Peace 

Those who wish may stand and share Christ's Peace with one another by offering a 

handshake and the words, "Christ's peace be with you." 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Stand 
Processional Hymn: 507 Holy, Holy, Holy 

During the Procession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in reverence to 

Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 
P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

P In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 

  in your righteousness deliver me. 

C For you are my rock and my fortress; 

  and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 

P Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

  you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times 

and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, 

together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for 

those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

  



Sit 
First Reading Revelation 7:9–17 

 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying 

out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 

power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 

robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to 

me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

 and serve him day and night in his temple; 

 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

 the sun shall not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual (spoken responsively) Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 
P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

C Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

  in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 
Epistle 1 John 3:1–3 

 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 

him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 

we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Stand 
Gospel Procession 

Please stand and turn in the direction of the Processional Cross and the reader as they 

move into the center of the nave. The Gospel is read in the midst of the congregation to 

symbolize the risen Christ's abiding presence among us and to mark the high point of the 

Service of the Word. 

 
Alleluia and Verse John 20:31 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 



 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Gospel Recession 

As the Gospel Procession returns to the chancel, the congregation repeats the "Alleluia" 

found on the previous page. 
 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



Sit 
Children's Message 

 
Hymn of the Day: 677 For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare 

long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph 

song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are 

strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the 

west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh 

rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious 

day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

D  8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s 

farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the 

countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 

 



Sermon 
 
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 

Warren Williams (12/31/18) 

Sandra (Sue) Franklin (7/25/19) 

 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P Encouraged by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us pray for God’s people to endure 

to the day of Christ’s coming and for the needs of all people as we approach that 

blessed day. 

  

Brief silence 

  

For all of God’s children who have been baptized into Christ and who rejoice in Him 

by faith, for our remembrance of those who went before us with the sign of faith and 

now rest from their labors, and for those who do not yet know God’s mercy in Christ, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the poor in spirit who know their sin, grieve over their guilt and seek the grace of 

forgiveness; and for those who mourn what sin and death have done to all people and 

to our broken world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who hunger for righteousness and seek to do that which is good and right 

and true, and for the good works that shine with Christ’s light in this world of 

shadows and darkness, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the merciful who show compassion and forgive as Christ has loved and forgiven 

us, for purity of heart that we may seek the Lord and serve His holy purpose, and for 

those who seek peace through the blood of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the persecuted Church throughout the world, for a bold witness in the face of 

rejection and threat, and for chosen for martyrdom, that they would choose 

faithfulness rather than deny Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For our congregation and for the saints of Peace Lutheran in Waterford as we explore 

the possibility of merging for the sake of the Gospel, that God would direct our 

discussions and accomplish His good and gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



 P For the nations and those who govern here and in every place; for the fruits of mercy; 

for an impartial system of justice; for the protection of the weak, aged and unborn; 

and for freedom to worship the Lord in spirit and truth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the sick in their afflictions, for the aged and infirm in their struggles, for the dying 

in their final days on earth, for the grieving who are wounded by the loss of those 

they love, and for all those in need [especially ___________], that the Lord would 

have mercy on them all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the will to keep faith with the saints who have gone before us, for wisdom as we 

contend for the faith against the enemies of God’s Word, for faithful preaching and 

teaching, and for all those who serve us with the Lord’s Word and Sacraments, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For faith and repentance to receive for our benefit the body and blood of Christ in His 

holy Sacrament, for our unity of doctrine and life as God’s people, and for the fruits 

of this blessed communion to be displayed in the grace of holy living, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Remembering the saints whose lives and witness point to Christ, and joining them in 

steadfast witness as we pass on God’s Holy Word to those who will follow us, let us 

give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
  

P O almighty God, we give You thanks that You have washed us in the blood of the 

Lamb, written our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and made us a royal priesthood 

and heirs of an eternal inheritance. Though we deserve none of Your mercy and are 

unworthy of Your saving grace, we pray You to hear our prayers in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, in whom, with whom and through whom all honor and glory is 

Yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Offering 

During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your 

pew. 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

By faith the saints of old held fast to Your promise of things hoped for though not yet 

seen, leaving an example and encouragement for us who walk now by faith and not 

by sight. 

  

Grant that we may faithfully eat and drink this Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and 

blood and in the union of His mystical body, the Church, be joined in unending praise 

with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Moses, Elijah, and all the faithful prophets; the 

blessed apostles and evangelists, the holy martyrs, and all the saints in glory who 

fought the good fight of faith before us. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see note inside the front page of this service folder regarding our Holy 

Communion policy. 

 
  



Distribution Hymn: 813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Still lift your standard high, 

    Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend 

    Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 

 

6 At last the march shall end; 

    The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 

    Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

 

D 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

    The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    One God forevermore. Refrain 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Distribution Hymn: 671 Sing with All the Saints in Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

 

  



Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 

with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 

has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart with Cross Recession: 673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

During the Cross Recession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in 

reverence to Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew. 
 

 

 

 
 

5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

    Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below 

    Will join the glorious band. 

 

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

    For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore 

    With all Thy saints above. 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 11/3 All Saints’ Day (obs.) 

  Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Library 

 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall (basement) 

 

Mon. 11/4 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Tue. 11/5 Election Day 

  Pastor out of office in p.m. 

  Board of Elders’ Mtg. 7 p.m., Library 

 

Wed. 11/6 Confirmation Class A 4 p.m., Library 

 

Thu. 11/7 Quilting Bee 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Fri. 11/8 Confirmation Class B 4 p.m., Library 

 

Sat. 11/9 Men’s Bible Study 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Peace Lutheran, Waterford  

 

Sun. 11/10 Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Library 

 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall (basement) 

 Mixer Potluck with Peace Lutheran 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 
TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR THIS MORNING were placed to the glory of God by Debbie 

LoCascio and Angela, Jason, Dante (Hilton) & Gabriel Peters in honor of Tom LoCascio’s 

birthday on November 5. We thank Debbie and the Peters family for this floral tribute! 



CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY – All kids age 4 through those in 5th Grade are 

welcome and encouraged to attend our weekly Sunday School class that starts at 10:45 a.m. in 

the Library. Here, children will join with others to learn the stories of the faith and the Truth of 

Christ in a fun and age-appropriate setting. Please consider getting your children or grandchildren 

involved in this program! We’d love to have them there!  

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS TODAY – During November, attendees of our Adult Bible Class 

(Sundays at 10:45 a.m.) will continue to study the book of Joshua. The book of Joshua is the 

sixth book of the Old Testament and picks up after the death of Moses, when the people of Israel 

have at last come to the border of the Promised Land after forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness. The book recounts the various battles of the people of God, beginning with the fall of 

Jericho, as they conquer the land of Canaan, in fulfillment of God’s gracious promise to Abraham 

that His offspring would inherit the land. So please come! This book has much to teach us about 

the ways of God in Christ and how He now works through His Church to overthrow the kingdom 

of Satan by the preaching of the Gospel, so that His people might at last inherit the true Promised 

Land of heaven. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY - Attention Men of St. Mark’s! We will be holding our monthly Men’s 

Bible Study on Saturday, November 9 at Peace Lutheran Church (7390 Elizabeth Lake Road 

east of Williams Lake Road) from 9 - 10:30 a.m. The men of Peace Lutheran will be providing 

breakfast and joining us as we continue our study of the book of Acts. We’d love to have you 

there! This is a great opportunity to gather as men of God around His holy Word and to be formed 

together in the image of Christ! Please remember your Bibles! 

 

POTLUCK “MIXER” WITH THE MEMBERS OF PEACE LUTHERAN – A Potluck “Mixer” 

will be held here at St. Mark’s, with the members of Peace Lutheran also invited, on Sunday, 

November 10 starting at 12:30 p.m. All attendees have been asked to bring food, if possible. The 

purpose of the Potluck is for the members of both congregations to start getting to know each 

other as the Merger Exploration Committee researches the feasibility of St. Mark’s merging with 

Peace. There will not be a food sign-up sheet for this event. Just bring whatever dish you’d like 

to pass. Please plan to attend if you are able, and we look forward to seeing everyone there. 

 

CONSIDER COMPLETING A “CONGREGATIONAL INPUT FORM” - As we move forward 

in exploring a merger with Peace Lutheran Church in Waterford for the sake of the Gospel, the 

Merger Exploration Committee would like your input. Therefore, the Committee has put together 

a "Congregational Input Form" for you to fill out. These forms will help guide the Committee as 

it discusses what such a merger might look like. Forms are available on the back table in the 

sanctuary and must be returned no later than Sunday, November 17. Completed forms should 

be placed in the box located on that same table. Anonymous forms will not be accepted. Input is 

reserved for Voting Members in good standing. Please consider helping the committee in this 

way, as it explores this exciting opportunity in Christ! We truly value your input! God bless! 

Pastor Aaron Vergin 

  



THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE - On Wednesday, November 27 we will be 

holding our annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service. On this day, we will gather in the presence 

of God to reflect upon His many blessings and give sincere thanks to Him for them all. We will 

be singing several of your favorite hymns of praise, hearing God’s Word of blessing, and lifting 

up our hearts to our Lord in prayer. The service will begin at 7 p.m. Please join us! This is a great 

way to begin your Thanksgiving holiday! Also, the people of Peace Lutheran Church will be 

invited to this service, so it will be a good opportunity to get to know them, as well!  

 

SEEKING YOUTH AND ADULT HANDBELL RINGERS FOR CHRISTMAS – We’d like to 

put together 2 bell choirs for Christmas this year: one for elementary-aged school children, and 

one for adults. Both would play during the Christmas Eve Worship Service at 6 p.m. Practice 

days/times haven’t been decided yet as we will first see if we have enough ringers. The kids will 

be playing a smaller set of colored, metal bells for the first time. They will be able to ring 

according to bell color, and so don’t need to be able to read music. The adults will be using the 

usual set of 2-octave brass bells, and no music reading ability is needed. If you, or your 

kids/grandkids, would be interested in joining either choir, please let Debbie LoCascio (email: 

debbie@stmarkwb.org) know by November 8. Practices will start in mid-November and will 

be publicized in the bulletin and newsletter.  

 

SEMI-ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING IS COMING UP - St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Voters’ 

Meeting will take place this year on Sunday, December 1, directly following the Divine Service. 

We encourage all of our church members, ages 18+, to attend. Items on the Agenda will include 

financial reporting, traditional board reports, the approval of a 2020 budget, and elections for 

2020 positions. Please make plans now to attend this important meeting. 

 

ALL LADIES INVITED TO ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT – All women and girls are invited to 

attend Peace Lutheran Church’s Advent by Candlelight event on Thursday, December 5. Please 

plan to join them for an evening of visiting, beautiful music and delicious desserts as they prepare 

their hearts for Advent and Christmas. Appetizers will be served starting at 6:30 p.m. The program 

begins at 7 p.m. Peace Lutheran is located at 7390 Elizabeth Lake Road (just east of Williams 

lake Road) in Waterford. If you’d like to attend, you must R.S.V.P. no later than December 1 

by emailing the church at peacewaterford@gmail.com, or calling them at (248) 681-9360. 

Peace’s Parish Ladies’ Guild will be collecting children’s waterproof gloves and socks for their 

sponsored school, Houghton Elementary, at the event, so if you’d like to help, please bring these 

donations with you. 

 

STILL NEED MORE VIDEO TECHNICIANS FOR SUNDAYS – We are currently seeking a 

few more volunteers to help record Pastor Vergin’s sermons on Sunday mornings during the 

Divine Service. This is a very simple job (turn the record button on, zoom in on pastor, turn the 

record button off after his sermon) that only requires you be in the choir loft for 20 minutes on 

the days you are scheduled to video. If you can help, please let Pastor or Debbie know ASAP.  

mailto:debbie@stmarkwb.org
mailto:peacewaterford@gmail.com


SIGN UP SOON FOR THE EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS WORKSHOP - It is the privilege of 

every Christian to witness to Christ in their daily lives. But for many of us, that is an intimidating 

thought. Therefore, on Saturday, December 14, we will be holding a training program at St. 

Mark’s called Every One His Witness. This program was developed by the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod and its purpose is to train us—as both pastors and laypeople—to share the Gospel 

with others in our daily vocations. We already held this program at St. Mark’s once this year, and 

those who attended will surely tell you just how valuable and helpful it was! So if you haven’t 

gone through it before, please plan to do so now! The program will take the form of an all-day 

workshop led by Pastor Vergin. We will begin at 9 a.m. and will end no later than 5 p.m. Lunch 

will be provided. A sign-up sheet will be available soon. Spots are limited, so reserve your place 

quickly! We hope to see you there! 

 

ACCEPTING 2020 BOARD NOMINATIONS - We are now accepting nominations for open 

board positions for 2020. Would you consider serving on a board? The open positions include: 

Human Resources Coordinator 

Public Relations Coordinator 

Board of Gospel Outreach  

Board of Human Care  

Board of Parish Fellowship 

Board of Properties 

Board of Family & Youth  

If interested, we invite you to let Pastor Vergin know no later than November 15. 

 

OPEN DOOR’S ADOPT-A-FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - St. Mark’s Board of 

Human Care is working with the Open Door Outreach Center in Waterford again this year to help 

with their Adopt-A-Family Christmas program. There are three ways that our congregation can 

assist in this effort: 

• As a congregation, we will sponsor 1 family. A wish list, completed by the family, will be 

given to us. This list will then be posted and we ask that those who’d like to help sign up 

next to the item to be purchased. Then return it to church no later than December 19. Gift 

receipts included with your donation(s) are a good idea when sizes are involved. 

• All sponsors are asked to drop off their gifts to the Open Door on December 17, 18 and 19. 

St. Mark’s will pick up these items from the Open Door during that time and bring them 

back to our building for distribution to families. If anyone would like to help with this, a 

sign-up sheet will be posted in the near future. 

• Recipients of the gifts will be told to pick up their gifts at St. Mark’s on Saturday, 

December 21 between the hours of 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will be seeking 

help during these times for check-in and distribution of the gifts. Again, please look for the 

sign-up sheet to appear if you’d like to help. 

 Thanks so much for your support! Gail Hardy & Karen Kaufman, Board of Human Care 
 

  



TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 

 

ST. MARK’S “WELCOME BASKET” OUTREACH PROGRAM – Our Board of Gospel 

Outreach has expanded their Welcome Basket program to include not only the neighborhood 

behind church, but also the Golf Manor Subdivision as well. Anyone who would like to help 

offset the cost of these baskets can place their donation in a pink envelope (found in the pew 

racks), write “Welcome Baskets” on the front, and place the envelope into our offering plates. An 

example of a filled basket is now located on the shelf at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. 

 

EYEGLASS AND POSTAGE STAMP DONATIONS – The small, plastic bins used to collect 

eyeglasses for M.O.S.T. Ministries, and postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translators, are 

located on the bookshelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. M.O.S.T. Ministries (Mission 

Opportunities Short Term) provides recycled eyeglasses to people living in the developing 

nations around the world. Wycliffe Bible Translators provide Bibles that are written in peoples’ 

native languages so that they can fully understand God’s Word and, hopefully, come to faith in 

Christ. Used postage stamps should be cut out with ¼” of space around them and placed into the 

donation bin so they can be mailed to Wycliffe once a year and sold on auction websites. The 

proceeds are used to help with Bible translation projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 

  

Altar Guild Jennie Kaufman 

Acolyte TBD 

Elder on Duty Jim O’Brien 

Greeter(s) Cindy Parks 

Offering Counters Debbie LoCascio & Nancy Salo 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter Chris Gerard 

Ushers John Reardon 

Video Technician Tom LoCascio 


