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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

January 2020

Help is needed to
undecorate St. Mark’s

On Saturday, January 4, we will be taking down St. Mark’s
Christmas decorations as we prepare to celebrate the festival of
our Lord’s Epiphany the next morning. Many hands will be
needed for this. Can we count on your help?

If you’re able to make it, we’ll begin undecking the halls
around 10:30 a.m. This will give the guys from the Men’s Bible
Study at Greek Jalapeno Restaurant that morning time to finish
their study and breakfast so they can head to St. Mark’s to
help.

Make this a family event! All are welcome to participate!

Join us as we celebrate the
Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord

On Sunday, January 5, we will observe the festival of the
Epiphany of Our Lord. On this day the Church rejoices that
God has caused the brightness of Christ to shine upon the
entire world, remembering how long ago He drew magi from
the east to worship the Christ-child, who came bearing gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Truly these magi stand as a
clear statement that God desires the entire world to be saved.
Therefore, we rejoice on this day that Jesus shines also upon
us, and that we who once were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ.

Please join us for worship on this day! Our Divine Service
will be held at the usual time, 9:30 a.m. We look forward to
seeing you there!
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Start the year off right! Make
time to study the Scriptures!

If you’re into making New Year resolutions (or even if
you’re not), we hope you’ll make time in 2020 to study God’s
Word on a daily basis. St. Mark’s offers several opportunities
to help with this (see below), and all are welcome to attend!

Sunday Adult Bible Class – The Book of Joshua
In the month of January, we will continue studying the

book of Joshua in our Adult Bible Class starting at 10:45 a.m.
The book of Joshua is the sixth book of the Old

Testament and picks up after the death of Moses, when the
people of Israel have at last come to the border of the
Promised Land after forty years of wandering in the
wilderness. The book recounts the various battles of the
people of God, beginning with the fall of Jericho, as they
conquer the land of Canaan, in fulfillment of God’s gracious
promise to Abraham that His offspring would inherit the land.

So please come! This book has much to teach us about
the ways of God in Christ and how He now works through His
Church to overthrow the kingdom of Satan by the preaching
of the Gospel, so that His people might at last inherit the true
Promised Land of heaven. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Children’s Sunday School
In January, we will be continuing our Children’s Sunday

School program. Here, children will join with others to learn
the stories of the faith and the Truth of Christ in a fun and
age-appropriate setting.

Please consider getting your children or grandchildren
involved in this program! We’d love to have them there!
Children’s Sunday School meets weekly on Sundays at 10:45
a.m., after the Divine Service.

Men’s Bible Breakfast Will Meet on January 4
Attention Men of St. Mark’s!
We will be holding our monthly Men’s Bible Study on

Saturday, January 4 from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. For this month, we
will be meeting back at Greek Jalapeno (6636 Cooley Lake
Road, Waterford) and will continue our study of the book of
Acts.

We’d love to have you there! This is a great opportunity
to gather as men of God around His holy Word and to be
formed together in the image of Christ! Please remember your
Bible!
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Pastor’s Page

(continued next column)

Moving Forward in the Lord

(See Pastor’s Page, Page 8)

My friends, for a few months now we have been working
hand-in-hand with Peace Lutheran Church in Waterford to
explore the possibility of merging our congregations for the
sake of the Gospel. However, as you may have already heard,
the Merger Exploration Committees of both Peace and St.
Mark’s have together determined that a congregational merger
is not the right course for us at this time. Instead, recognizing
that the people of our congregations do get along very well
and acknowledging that there is no bitterness or ill will
between us, the Merger Committees are recommending that,
instead of merging, we continue on as “Partner
Congregations.” I’d like to take some time here to reflect upon
this and to offer my pastoral recommendations for how we can
move forward in the Lord.

First of all, we should remember that God is the one in
charge of the Church’s mission and we can trust Him to direct
all things for our good. Recall a passage that I’ve pointed to a
couple times recently in several different settings. As recorded
in the book of Acts, the Apostle Paul was just beginning his
second missionary journey, having set out north toward Asia
Minor. Now, as he did so, Paul had certain plans about what
path he was going to take. But what did God do? He ended up
leading Paul in an entirely different way: “And they went
through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And
when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So,
passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was
standing there, urging him and saying, ‘Come over to
Macedonia and help us.’ And when Paul had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them” (Acts
16:6-10). Here, God ended up leading Paul in unexpected ways,
and yet Paul could follow confidently, knowing that God
would do through him what is best for His kingdom.

And we too can go forward today with the same sense of
confidence. After careful deliberation, it seems to both Merger
Committees that God is leading Peace and St. Mark’s in a
different way, perhaps walking together as “Partner
Congregations” rather than merging into one. But here we can
follow God’s direction confidently. For my part, I can see how
God has worked through these merger discussions to bring
our congregations together in a way that may not have
happened otherwise. And I can see as well the great
advantages that can come from walking more closely together,

for indeed we are one Church, brothers and sisters united in
the Lord (Ephesians 4:4-5). For instance, could we continue
holding an annual potluck together? Could we cooperate on
different service projects? Could we lift one another up
regularly in prayer? Could we organize some international
mission trips together or work together to host events? Could
we join in worship together at particular times and do joint
Bible studies? There are so many different possibilities and I
am very positive about what this partnership could mean for
the Kingdom. But no matter what happens, we can trust the
Lord. He will always lead us forward in “triumphal procession”
(2 Corinthians 2:14).

At the same time, I strongly recommend that we take this
opportunity to make a “fresh start” as St. Mark’s. And here, I
would focus in three areas, paying special attention to the
long-term challenges that we face. First of all, we should focus
on getting our finances in order. Thanks be to God, the
projected shortfall for 2020 is not looking as dramatic as we
had expected. However, we are still forecasting a shortfall of
about $25,000. We should take this opportunity to figure out
how we can put ourselves in a more financially sustainable
position. This will likely require both careful work on the
budget, as well as an honest assessment by all members of
our own financial stewardship.

Secondly, we should focus on getting our property and
facility cleaned up and in order. This means, first, tackling
those big projects that have been hanging over our heads for
years, namely, the parking lot and the boiler. Perhaps the time
has come for us to sell some of our unused back property (as
we had discussed earlier) to simply get these big things taken
care of. I’m thinking that’s now a solution worth
consideration. But along with tackling those big projects, we
should also consider taking this year to clean out all the
unused stuff in the church and to make some minor necessary
repairs. It would be great if we could enter 2021 with a clean,
organized, largely up-to-date facility.

Thirdly, I recommend that we focus on developing our
mission and outreach in three ways. First of all, we should
emphasize personal witnessing. Here, I would like to hold
several “Every One His Witness” workshops throughout the
year (maybe even with Peace?). Second, we should emphasize
outreach to families and youth, and explore how we might
serve the families of Keith Elementary (located just down the
road). It appears that we have some connections there that we
may not have had before. To this end, we should recruit more
people for the Board of Family and Youth. And, thirdly, we
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Installation of 2020 servants
to occur on January 26

As we begin a new year in the Lord, we look forward to
many new opportunities to serve this world and to serve one
another in His name.

Therefore, as we do every year, during our Divine Service
on Sunday, January 26, we will be performing the Rite of
Installation of Servants. Here, we will publicly install all those
who have volunteered to serve our congregation in an official
capacity in the year 2020. This includes all board members and
officers, as well as ushers, musicians, offering counters,
greeters, etc. If you will be serving in such an official capacity,
we invite and encourage you to take part in this rite, that you
might go forward in your service with the Lord’s blessing and
with the thanks of His people.

We do thank all who have volunteered to serve! We look
forward to working hand-in-hand with you in God’s kingdom
in the upcoming year!

Thanks to those who
purchased poinsettias

We thank those who purchased
Christmas poinsettias in December in
honor or memory of loved ones! The
plants were displayed on two wooden plant stands on each
side of the altar and made the front of the church look so
festive! The white poinsettias that sat directly on the altar were
donated in memory of our church members that went to be with
Jesus over the past year.

The 2019 poinsettia tributes included:

In Memory of:
Hugh Allen--Barbara Allen
Nathan Allen--Barbara Allen
Joan Andrews--Sharon Williams
Doug Fitzgerald--Gail Fitzgerald
Doug Fitzgerald--Sharon Williams
Sue Franklin--Carolynn Taylor
Beth Grafe--Butch & Cathy Fitzgerald
Donna Lewin--Barbara Allen
Marvin Kaufman--His Family
Marvin Kaufman--Jennie Kaufman
Jean Mielke--Cindy Parks
Elwood & Leah Moreland--Mel & Karen Maier
Our Parents and daughter, Jennifer--John & Juanita Reardon
Butch Parks--Cindy Parks
Marvin Schassberger--Judy Schassberger
Patricia Sidelinker--John & Debbie Sidelinker
Jerry Taylor--Julie & Kari Kosmalski
Jerry Taylor--Carolynn Taylor
Linda Tolman--Sharon Williams
Helen Turner--Mel & Karen Maier
Warren Williams--Sharon Williams

In Honor of & in Gratitude for:
All of God’s blessings--Tom Kaufman & Donna Clark
All of God’s blessings--Larry & Lori Whitehead
All of our blessings--Diane Burnett
All of God’s Blessings and to help beautify the church--Frank

& Nancy Salo
All of God’s Blessings and to help beautify the church--Rod &

Leslie Oehring
All of God’s Blessings and to help beautify the church--Del &

Kay Joslin
All of God’s Blessings and to help beautify the church--Karen

Kaufman
Glen & Dorothy Clayton--John & Debbie Sidelinker
The Ingram Family--Judy Schassberger
Jennie Kaufman--Her Family
My Family: Tom, Karen & Jim Kaufman; Sandy, Brianna &

Austin Krus; Brian Krus’ birthday--Jennie Kaufman
Carolynn Taylor--Julie & Kari Kosmalski
Jaime & Andy Zuck, Sean & Ali Parks, Jackie Lauinger & Rose

Mielke--Cindy Parks

Every One His Witness
Workshop rescheduled

      The Every One His Witness
Workshop that had been tentatively
scheduled for some time in January
has now been rescheduled for
February (date to be determined
soon).

This program was developed by the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and its purpose is to train us—as both
pastors and laypeople—to share the Gospel with others in our
daily vocations.

We already held this program at St. Mark’s once in 2019,
and those who attended will surely tell you just how valuable
and helpful it was! So if you haven’t gone through it before,
please consider signing up to attend once a February date is
chosen!

The program will take the form of an all-day workshop (9
a.m. to 4 p.m.) led by Pastor Vergin and lunch will be provided
to all participants. Watch future bulletins and newsletters for
more details!
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—is having health issues.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs prayers for health and family issues.
John Freeman—needs extra prayers for health issues.
Barbara Jewell—recovering from outpatient surgery.
Barbara Katterman—had a slight stroke; has memory issues.
Derald Katterman—is recovering from hand surgery.
Tom LoCascio—has inflamed shoulder joint; is in pain.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Rose Mielke—having severe vertigo and is in rehab.
Angela Peters—will be having a procedure done on Jan. 14
Kay Reynolds—needs prayers for health issues.
Frank Salo—needs extra prayers.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Dorothy Vermeersch—has been dealing with vertigo issues.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Sharon Williams—has wallowing issues; is undergoing tests.
Acquaintance of St. Mark’s, LeAnne Campbell—needs prayers

to successfully battle alcoholism.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has health problems.
The Freeman’s daughter, Joy Rester—has breast cancer; will

be having a double mastectomy on Jan. 6.
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Diane—moved to Hospice.
Barbara Jewell’s neighborhood friend, Joanne English—has

throat cancer; might need neck surgery.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s mother, Lillian—health is

failing fast.
Glenn Jewell’s co-worker, Reed—is recovering from several

health issues.
The LoCascio’s acquaintance, Ann Tupiak—is suffering

greatly from cancer; is undergoing treatment.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)

grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Sharon Miller—recovering from foot surgery.
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—is recovering from back

surgery.
Jason Peters’ sister, Jocelyn Peters—needs prayers for

difficulties in her life.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is

battling breast cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s

is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—has health issues.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

bleed.
Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is undergoing

cancer treatment.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra

(continued next column)

prayers.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that

she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra

prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—diagnosed

with Autism.
Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a very

serious car accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Rebecca Chipps—is

undergoing radiation
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Britt Able—recovering from a bad

infection following ankle surgery
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s neighbor, Marilyn—health is failing

and she doesn’t believe in Jesus. Praying that she’ll come
to faith before it’s too late.

Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—is home recovering
from a heart attack and lengthy hospital stay; is receiving
therapy.

The LoCascio’s acquaintance, Ron Valko—has Stage 4 lung
cancer; is receiving chemotherapy.

Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia
List—are ill

Cindy Parks’ friends, Sheila, Mary, and Linda—all are battling
breast cancer

Jason Peters’ dad and his girlfriend, Sandy Baird & Karl
Peters—need prayers for difficulties in their lives
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical issues
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—needsprayers

for wisdom and guidance
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—has medical issues
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
Matt Zavada (whose father, Ray, works at the LCMS Michigan
District)—praying for healing for a wound on his foot.
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January Birthdays
  1 Clarence Arnold, Jr.
  2 Naomi Vergin
  8 Charlette Benson-Frost
12 Marcy McConnell
21 Sarah Dwyer
24 Cathy Fitzgerald, Leslie Oehring,

Mike Tolman
27 Sandy Krus, Gabriel Peters
31 Tom Kaufman

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in November.

Thanksgiving Envelopes (Lutheran
World Relief): Barb Allen, John & Joan
Freeman, Gail Hardy, Barbara Jewell,
Jennie Kaufman, Mary Ann Lockwood,
John & Debbie Sidelinker, Sharon
Williams.

Transferred in to St. Mark’s:
Del & Kay Joslin
from St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church in
Good Harbor, MI on November 10.

1689 Treyborne Circle
Commerce, MI 48382
(231) 313-5530 Del’s Cell Phone
(231) 313-5531 Kay’s Cell Phone

Received by Adult Confirmation on
December 22:

Kimberly Olsen
7451 N. Vernon Street
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127
(734) 612-7753

Please remember these
folks in your prayers

Those shown below have lost loved
ones this past month. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.

 The Wilkinson family as Nancy Salo’s
brother, Allen Wilkinson, passed away
on Nov. 26.

 The Luainger family as Cindy Park’s
aunt, Jackie Lauinger, passed away on
Dec. 4.

 The Jewell family as Barbara
Houghton’s cousin-in-law, Corey
Jewell, passed away on Dec. 10.

Confirmed in the Faith

During the Divine Service on Sunday,
December 22, our newest member, Kim
Olsen, was confirmed in the faith and
brought into membership. It is with great
joy that we welcome her into our family of
faith. Congratulations, Kim!

Quilting group still
needs sheet/blankets

Even though our quilting ladies won’t
be meeting in January, they are still seeking
donations of sheets and blankets to be
used to make quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. If you have any gently-used sheets
or blankets that you are no longer using,
please consider donating them to this
cause! Items can be left in the Quilt
Donations Box in the lobby.

We’re still collecting
toiletry & hygiene items

We continue to receive hygiene &
toiletry products year around for the Open
Door Outreach Center in Waterford. There
are two bins located on the shelves at the
bottom of the sanctuary stairs where you
can place product donations. The Open
Door is a non-profit organization that
assists needy families in the Lakes Area.
They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and
hygiene items, so if you can provide any
of these throughout the year, it would be
greatly appreciated.

We received a Christmas
thank-you note

The family that St. Mark’s “adopted”
for Christmas wrote us the following
sweet note:

My family and I would like to thank
you and your family for the joy and gifts
you have brought to us. Our Christmas
would not have been possible without
you and your generosity.

Thank you so much and God bless.
Merry Christmas!
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# of voters present: 33

Summarized Voters’ Meeting Minutes
December 8, 2019

(Continued next column)

Opening Prayer by Pastor Vergin at 11:01 a.m.

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin
 Blessings: Word of God, Faithful Membership,

Growing Sense of Mission, New Members, God’s
Provision

 Challenges: Long-term Finances & Demographics,
Building Maintenance, Increasingly Hostile Culture

 Need to approve a housing allowance percentage,
need to vote on Amendment to Synod’s Constitution

 Reminder: Advent Midweek Services at Peace;
Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m., Christmas Day Service
10 a.m.

OFFICER REPORTS
Treasurer’s Report per Kari Kosmalski

Financial Secretary & Parish Reports per Debbie LoCascio

Human Resources per Tom – Annual employee reviews are
almost finished

Public Relations – No report

BOARD REPORTS
Elders per Darryl Swainson – still working on contacting long-
term inactive members

Gospel Outreach per Sharon Williams
 Delivered Easter invitations to the neighborhood on

Palm Sunday
 Had an evangelism table at the Craft Show
 Delivery of Welcome Baskets continues
 Will be Christmas Caroling at West Lake Nursing

Home on Dec. 15

Family & Youth per Mandy Vergin
 VBS had 42 kids total
 Truck-or-Treat had 25 kids

Human Care per Karen Kaufman
 Continuing with the Open Door hygiene item

collection project
 Currently working on the Adopt-A-Family for

Christmas project with the Open Door

Parish Fellowship per Cathy Fitzgerald
 Hosted St. Mark’s Ash Wednesday Soup/Salad

Supper & the summer BBQ
 Will be providing food for the upcoming Pastor’s

Winkel

Properties per Tom
 Question was asked: “Can hand dryer on the

women’s restroom be moved left of sink & lowered?”
Tom to check with Jim O’Brien.

LWML per Gail Hardy
 Fall Rally was held at Holy Cross, Oxford with some

St. Mark’s ladies attending
 Held the Craft Show in November
 Will be supporting 3 missionaries: Missy Melvin,

Pastor Ferry & Pastor Mahlburg
 Have made 21 quilts that went to Lutheran World

Relief. There will be no quilting meetings in December
or January.

Merger Exploration Committee Report per John Reardon
 Will be meeting with Dr. Rob Kasper from the

Michigan District on Tuesday, December 10 @ Peace
Lutheran

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS
 Discussed Synodical Constitution Amendment -

Reviewed summary of Amendment. Motion passed to
approve Amendment.

 2020 Nomination Slate – Received no nominations
from the floor. Nomination Slate was approved.

 2020 Budget – congregation voted to accept the 2020
Budget as submitted.

 Pastor’s 50% housing allowance – Debbie LoCascio
made a motion that we set pastor’s housing
allowance at 50%; Larry Whitehead seconded.
Motion carried.

Adjournment - meeting was adjourned at 12 p.m.

Closed with The Lord’s Prayer
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Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

should emphasize our advertising within our community.
There are certainly more things that we can be doing there.
This effort would be greatly helped by someone stepping
forward to volunteer to be our Public Relations Director.

In short, I am very positive to see what the Lord is doing
among us. So let’s rejoice to see how God has brought us
together with Peace Lutheran. Let’s walk with them as a
partner congregation, if that be the Lord’s will. And for our
own part, let’s take this as an opportunity to make a “fresh
start.” We can trust Jesus. He is with us (Matthew 28:20). The
gates of hell will never prevail over His Church (Matthew
16:18). He will direct all things for our good (Romans 8:28).
Yeah, it is true that “the heart of man plans his way,” but it is
the Lord who “establishes his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). Blessed
be the name of the Lord.

Right to Life of Michigan Update
By: John Reardon

Many of you will recall signing a petition for voter-driven
legislation to end dismemberment abortions. So far, the Right
to Life of Michigan has obtained close to the 400,000
signatures they sought to submit this legislation to the
Michigan legislature. Only 340,047 signatures are required,
however, each signature must be verified and during that
process some are eliminated.

If 340,047 verified signatures are achieved the petitions
must be submitted to the Michigan Bureau of Elections by
December 23 so they can also verify the signatures. This may
take several weeks.

Once verified by the Bureau of Elections the legislation
will be sent to the Michigan Legislature for their approval,
which is expected, and the dismemberment ban will become
law.  (This process effectively by-passes the need for the
Governor’s signature, who has indicated she would not sign
such legislation.)

If the Michigan Legislature does not approve this
legislation it will move to the ballot where the citizens of this
state will vote on it.

In 2018 there were 26,716 abortions in Michigan. While
this legislation will not eliminate all abortions, it will certainly
ban one of the most gruesome forms called “dismemberment
abortions.”

Although it appears a victory may be near, there is still
the threat in 2020 that the pro-abortion allies (including the
governor) will push forward bills that would allow unlimited
abortions up to the point of natural birth, allow teens to have
abortions without parental consent and permit abortion
facilities to operate without safety and health inspections.

This is an on-going fight across American, as well as here
in Michigan as satan* works to destroy one of God’s most
precious creations.

God bless you for your support to eliminate the devil’s
efforts.

 I will not give satan the honor of capitalizing his
name.

MI District to sponsor
a Legacy Conference

      On Saturday, February 1, the
Michigan District of the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod is hosting a
conference for lay people called Legacy:

Reclaiming A Lost Generation. The conference will take place
at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Lansing from 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.,
and the cost is $15 (student) or $20 (general).

Christians in general, and Christian families in particular, are
under spiritual and cultural attack. As a result, more families are
being broken and more individuals, especially the young, are
leaving the Church. The goal of the conference is to examine the
Apostle Paul’s method of reaching the lost by engaging the
culture (and our relatives) by “speaking the truth in love.” In
this way, we seek to retain our young people (and people of all
ages) through healthy interactions under the blessing of our
Lord.

If you would be interested in attending this event, you can
register online at: michigandistrict.org/theological20.
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Pastor Vergin opened the meeting with prayer at 11:05 a.m.

Reminder by Tom LoCascio: Special Voters’ Meetings are for
agenda items only. No other business is to be discussed.

Recap of Merger Committee time line to-date in regards to a
possible merge between St. Mark’s and Peace Lutheran,
Waterford:

1. Discussed possible choices for a building location:
a.  merge at St. Mark’s
b.  merge at Peace
c.  find an existing building in our area and remodel
d.  build a new church building
(Choice ‘d’ was removed from consideration early on
because building anew would be too costly.)

2. Constitutions, Bylaws, 2019 Budgets and 2019 Election
Slates from both congregations were exchanged so they
could be reviewed. The committee discovered that the
Constitutions & Bylaws were similar and could easily be
combined. They discussed a wide range of problems
that might occur and ways to prevent them.

3. Both congregations asked their members for merger
input via a survey in order to further identify problems
and also obtain guidance for a possible merge.

4. A realtor was used to obtain the selling prices for each
congregation. Also, the major assets for each congrega-
tion were identified and quantified.

5. The Michigan District was notified of our possible
merger and the committee asked for their assistance. Dr.
Rob Kasper from the District sent Pastor Vergin an email
explaining some things to be aware of. A major point
was that there are 3 types of possible mergers:

a. Adoption: when a larger congregation assumes a
smaller congregation and all assets and liabilities
of the smaller become those of the larger. The
smaller congregation terminates her identity and
members are brought into the larger.

b. Multi-site Adoption: Same as above, but both
sites remain. However, all governance and
pastoral leadership are assumed by the “parent”
congregation. This is often used when there are
distinct people groups involved.

c. New Entity: two or more sister congregations
both resolve to dissolve and create one new
congregation with distinct governance. Many
also choose to vacate their respective facilities in
order to make a complete break with the past and

(Continued next column)

Special Voters’ Meeting Minutes
(to discuss the Merger Committees findings/recommendation)

December 22, 2019

begin new together.

Dr. Kasper’s email then went on to say: We highly
recommend “New Entity” in your situation; and you
may, or may not, deem it wise to vacate both facilities.
Just know that choosing an existing congregation’s
worship and ministry space may be challenging in the
coming months and years as there may linger a sense
of “mine” and “ours” and “you” vs. “us.”

The email also explained how assets in a merger would
be combined, a new corporate entity would need to be
established with the State of Michigan, the two
churches should do some joint services together now,
etc.

6. The Merger Committee also obtained informal feedback
from two other sister congregations in Michigan that
had recently merged, again, in an effort to identify
potential problems.

7. “Meet and greets” were scheduled between St. Mark’s
and Peace including a potluck, joint Men’s Bible Studies
and midweek Advent worship services.

8. An official meeting with Dr. Kasper from the District was
scheduled for Tuesday, December 10 at 7 p.m. In
preparing for this meeting, it was discovered that the
members of Peace really weren’t comfortable in re-
searching location options that might require them to
vacate their current building, and that their expectation
was that St. Mark’s would be merging over to Peace’s
location. The committee members from St. Mark’s were
confused (and concerned) about this and felt that in
order for both congregations to go into the merge as
equal partners, ALL location options needed to be
researched and seriously considered so we could know
how our combined congregations could best serve the
Lord and our community. The meeting with Dr. Kasper
was cancelled, and an impromptu Merger Committee
meeting was held. Both halves of the committee agreed
that: 1) it would be best to end the merger talks as our
two churches were not in the same place regarding a
merger; 2) that there should be no ill will between
congregations; and 3) that our congregations still work
together on projects as “partner congregations” going
forward.

9. Tom LoCascio, President of St. Mark’s, called an
official meeting of St. Mark’s voting members to put
forward the Merger Committee’s recommendations.

(See Special Voters’ Meeting Minutes, Page 12)
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The seasons of Advent and Christmas are always such
beautiful and relevant times in the life of the church, and
blessings abound everywhere for those who take the time to
look. Here at St. Mark’s, we have had much to be thankful for
in 2019, and especially over the past few months.

During Advent, we prepared our hearts and minds for
Christ’s coming--both as a child born in Bethlehem over 2,000
years ago, and for his second coming. We were blessed to be
able to share our Thanksgiving Eve and midweek Advent
worship services with our sister congregation, Peace Lutheran
Church in Waterford. The Thanksgiving Eve service was held
at St. Mark’s, and many from Peace joined us in worship. The
midweek Advent services were held at Peace, and many from
St. Mark’s joined them there to worship. We thank the members
of Peace Lutheran Church for their warm hospitality in welcom-
ing our members to their congregation as together, we wor-
shiped our Lord.

Following Advent, we quickly switched gears and moved
into the season of Christmas. Quite a few kind folks showed up
to help decorate St. Mark’s for Christmas and to them we offer
a big, “thank you!” We also thank Karen Kaufman for donating
two small, potted pine trees, beautifully decorated for Christ-
mas, that were placed outside our entrance doors. Karen and
Nancy Salo also purchased a new, pre-lighted Christmas tree
for the sanctuary (we donated our old tree to the Open Door
Outreach Center), and Karen, Jennie Kaufman and Nancy Salo
repaired our broken chrismons, and even made some new
ones! Thanks so much for all your hard work, ladies!

Karen also oversaw St. Mark’s portion of this year’s
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas program sponsored by the
Open Door Outreach Center in Waterford--no small feat! This
year, the Open Door was able to provide Christmas gifts for 107
needy families in the Lakes Area. That’s an increase from the
number of families they helped last year! St. Mark’s was given
one family to “adopt” in the form or purchasing Christmas gifts
for them, and we thank those who donated presents for this
particular family.

Several churches in the Lakes Area participated in the
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas program and most of them
dropped off garbage bags full of gifts over a three-day period
to the Open Door facility. St. Mark’s volunteers used their own
vehicles to make multiple pick-ups of the gifts at Open Door
and bring them back to St. Mark’s where they were then
organized by family number for distribution to needy families
on Saturday, December 21.

It was amazing to see how generous people were this year!
Multiple families received new bikes--one for each member of
the family. There was also a large-screen TV, microwave, other
small appliances, a lot of coats and winter wear, and even a

We are so grateful for the many blessings we have
received at St. Mark’s this past month

new fishing rod! There were so many giant bags of gifts that
both of our youth rooms were filled with presents, as well as all
of the pews on the pulpit side of our sanctuary!

The best part was seeing the looks on the family’s faces
when they came to pick up their gifts. Relief. Extreme thankful-
ness. And for some, tears of joy knowing that their children
would have something to open on Christmas morning. Those
who volunteered to distribute the presents can tell you how
humbling it is to see the joy on the faces of the recipients. It
was a lot of work for Karen and her team, but it was totally
worth it.

Karen Kaufman and Gail Hardy, members of St. Mark’s
Board of Human Care, wrote the following note regarding the
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas event: “We thank everyone
again for making this year’s Adopt-A-Family program with
Open Door a huge success. Not only for your donations to St.
Mark’s ‘adopted’ family, but for all the help with gift pick up
and distribution. It would not have been possible without all of
you. Let’s do it again next year!”

St. Mark’s also offers thanks to our church members and
friends who went Christmas caroling at West Lake Health
Center on December 15. The residents there truly enjoyed
singing along with our choral volunteers, and the mood was
joyous as the most beloved Christmas hymns echoed down
from the high ceiling in the central lobby. Thanks so much to
Sharon Williams, Tom & Debbie LoCascio, Darryl Swainson,
David Hagen, and David’s friend, John, for lending their
beautiful voices to this special event!

We also thank our handbell ringers, musicians and
vocalists for offering their talents at the Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day worship services. This includes Evangeline
Vergin (vocalist); Mandy Vergin (vocalist and guitar); Pastor
Vergin (vocalist); Rob Wheeler (organist); Chris Gerard
(trumpeter); the members of our youth handbell choir: Dante
Hilton, Dillon O’Brien, Riley O’Brien, Gabriel Peters and
Evangeline Vergin; and the members of our adult handbell
choir: Barb Allen, Kim Allen, Grace Hurley, Jane Hurley, Sophie
Hurley, Karen Kaufman, Nancy McInnis, Debbie Sidelinker and
Lori Whitehead. The bell choirs were directed by Debbie
LoCascio, and we thank her also!

Last, but not least, we thank everyone who has been
working to redecorate the 2 youth rooms behind the choir loft.
New, modern curtain rods were installed above all windows,
and beautiful, handmade drapes were hung (they are gor-
geous!). The rooms are slowly being decluttered, and painting
the walls will be the next step. Many thanks to Jennie
Kaufman, Julie Kosmalski, Jim O’Brien, Lynn Thomas, and
anyone else who has taken the time to assist with this project.

Each year, we thank the Lord for the blessing of our
wonderful volunteers here at St. Mark’s, and this year is no
different. Thanks be to God! (See St. Mark’s Facebook page for
photos from many of the above events.)(Continued next column)
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

Special Voters’ Meeting Minutes
(Continued from Page 9)

Following the above time line report, Pastor shared his
thoughts on the merger talks and how we should move
forward. (See the Pastor’s Page article on Page 3.)

Tom LoCascio then introduced the following motion:
Having spent several months exploring a potential
merger with peace Lutheran Church in Waterford, we, the
Congregational Assembly of St. Mark’s, upon the
recommendation of the Merger Exploration Committee,
choose to end all talks of a possible merger and, instead,
pursue doing the work of God’s kingdom together with
the saints of peace as separate congregations.

Tom, John Reardon and Pastor answered some brief questions
from the floor. The motion was then seconded by Cindy Parks.
A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. Pastor led us in a
closing prayer.
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Sunday Divine Service:  9:30 a.m. PAGE 11

Sunday Adult Bible Class:10:45 a.m.

Sunday School (Sept. - May): 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast: First Saturday/month at 9 a.m.

Wednesday Worship: "The Gate" 7 p.m. (the Wed. after Easter through mid-Nov.)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 1  New Year's Day 2 3 4
Circumcision and Name  9am Men's Bible Study

of Jesus  at Greek Jalapeno

   10:30am Undecorate

Church Office closed  St. Mark's

  

5  Epiphany of our Lord (obs.)6  Epiphany of our Lord7 8 9 10 11
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson    

9:30am Divine Service Pastor's Day Off Pastor out of office in p.m.  

10:45am Adult Bible Class   

10:45am Sunday School 4pm Confirmation Cls. A  4pm Confirmation Class B

  7pm - Bd. Of Elders' Mtg.   

12  1st Sun. after Epiphany 13 14 15 16 17 18
Elder on Duty: Jim O'Brien Pastor's Day Off 9am Pastor's Winkle  DEADLINE TO SUBMIT  

9:30am Divine Service  at Peace Lutheran NEWSLETTER ARTICLES The Confession of

10:45am Adult Bible Class   St. Peter

10:45am Sunday School Pastor out of office in p.m. 4pm Confirmation Cls. A 4pm Confirmation Class B  

  

19  2nd Sun. after Epiphany 20  Martin Luther King, Jr. 21 22 23 24 25
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.

9:30am Divine Service Pastor's Day Off Pastor out of office in p.m.   The Conversion of

10:45am Adult Bible Class   4pm Confirmation Class B St. Paul

10:45am Sunday School   

  4pm Confirmation Cls. A  St. Timothy, Pastor &

  7:30pm - Council Mtg.   Confessor

26  3rd Sun. after Epiphany 27 28 29 30 31
Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien  

9:30am Divine Service Pastor's Day Off Pastor out of office in p.m.

Installation of Servants   
10:45am Adult Bible Class 4pm Confirmation Cls. A 4pm Confirmation Class B

10:45am Sunday School

St. Titus, Pastor/Confessor

ACOLYTES: GREETERS: USHERS: VIDEO TECHS:

ALTAR GUILD: Barb Allen   5  Sophie Hurley   5  Sharon Williams  5  John R./John S.   5  Tom LoCascio

COUNTERS:  Mary Lockwood & Jean Swainson 12  Grace Hurley 12  Mary Lockwood 12  John R./John S. 12  Darryl Swainson

19  TBD 19  Sue Ingram/Judy S. 19  Tom K./Mel M. 19  Jim O'Brien

26  Jay Anderson 26  Carolynn Taylor 26  Tom K./Mel M. 26  Tom LoCascio

 

 

Secretary Debbie off

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.



January 2020
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

 


