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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we observe Sexagesima Sunday. On this day, as we continue our preparations for 

Lent, we consider the power of God’s Word in our lives as Christians. In His Word, God 

Himself speaks to us, proclaiming to us both the reality of sin and the salvation of Christ. 

And today we remember that this Word is truly powerful—powerful to bear fruit in us, to 

change us and to enliven us and to grant us peace—for in this Word, God is at work. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, we offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your 

experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 
 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy 

Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in 

doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this 

sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us 

the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Stand 
Opening Hymn: 908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear 

 

 

 
 

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 44:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: vv. 23, 25a, 26a 

P Awake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord? 

  Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever! 

C For our soul is bowed down to the dust. 

  Rise up; come to our help! 
 

P O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us, 

  what deeds you performed in their days, in the days of old: 

C you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you planted; 

  you afflicted the peoples, but them you set free. 
P But you have saved us from our foes 

  and have put to shame those who hate us. 

C In God we have boasted continually, 

  and we will give thanks to your name forever. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Awake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord? 

  Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever! 

C For our soul is bowed down to the dust. 

  Rise up; come to our help! 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

During Advent and Lent (including the “Gesima” Sundays), the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted.  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant 

that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 83:18, 13 
P [Let your enemies] know that you alone, whose name is the LORD, 

  are the Most High over all the earth. 

C O my God, make them like whirling dust, 

  like chaff before the wind. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 4:9–13 
9So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for whoever has entered 

God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 

 11Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 

disobedience. 12For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And no creature is hidden from his 

sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Tract (spoken responsively) Psalm 60:1–2, 5 

(During Lent and the “Gesima” Sundays, the Alleluia is omitted and the Tract is used 

instead.) 
 

P O God, you have rejected us, broken our defenses; 

  you have been angry; oh, restore us. 

C You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open; 

  repair its breaches, for it totters. 
P That your beloved ones may be delivered, 

  give salvation by your right hand and answer us! 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 8:4–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 

  

 
  

 4When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to [Jesus], 

he said in a parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell 

along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6And 

some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 
7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8And some 

fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called 

out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 



 9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, “To you it has 

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, 

so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11Now the 

parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12The ones along the path are those who 

have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they 

may not believe and be saved. 13And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear 

the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time 

of testing fall away. 14And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but 

as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and 

their fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the 

word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 824 May God Bestow on Us His Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

Text: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

NOTE REGARDING THE OFFERING – Offering plates are located at the sanctuary exit 

doors where you may leave your weekly offering as you depart today. 
 

Stand 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P In thanksgiving for His tender mercies, and that the Lord of the harvest would 

implant in us His Holy Word, that we may keep it in good and honest hearts, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, that the Lord of the harvest would send forth laborers into His 

harvest, and work through us for the world’s salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all Christians, that we would be preserved in the pure teaching of His saving 

Word, by which our faith is strengthened, and our love increased, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For the health and prosperity of all in authority, especially Joseph, our president; 

Gretchen, our governor; and all those who serve in our armed forces, that God would 

bless them with all wisdom and that through them He would maintain righteousness 

and hinder wickedness in our land; and also that we may lead quiet and peaceable 

lives in all godliness and honesty, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who are in trouble, want, sickness, anguish of labor, peril of death or any other 

adversity, including those who are suffering for the sake of Christ’s name and truth, 

[especially for _____________,] that God would comfort them with His Holy Spirit 

and care for them according to His fatherly will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all who commune today, that the Lord of the harvest would grant us worthily to 

go to His altar in faith to receive the very body and blood that His Son has given for 

our redemption, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that through Your Son, Jesus Christ, You 

have sown Your Holy Word among us. We pray that You will prepare our hearts by 

Your Holy Spirit, that we may diligently and reverently hear Your Word, keep it in 

good hearts and bring forth fruit with patience; and that we may not incline to sin, but 

subdue it by Your power, and in all persecutions comfort ourselves with Your grace 

and continual help; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 

made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our 

mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore, with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
  



Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) LSB 196 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see note on the inside front cover of this service folder regarding our 

practice of Holy Communion. 
 

Directions for Holy Communion:  

 Ushers will release you in small groups to approach the altar 

 Please wear a mask as you approach the altar and as you depart (masks may be 

removed at the communion rail) 

 Please space yourselves out at the communion rail (households may remain 

together) 

 Please temporarily receive the host (wafer) in your hands rather than your mouth 

 Use of the common cup will be temporarily suspended 

 When you take an individual cup, please be careful not to touch any adjacent cups 



Distribution Hymn:  577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn: 584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing 

 

 

 

 

 



Stand 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 



P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

  



Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn: 921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 2/7 Sexagesima 

 Divine Services at 8:30 & 10 a.m. 

 

Mon. 2/8 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Tue. 2/9 Pastor out of office in p.m. 

 

Wed. 2/10 Adult Bible Class 7 p.m. 

 

Sun. 2/14 Quinquagesima 

  Valentine’s Day 

 Divine Services at 8:30 & 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

OUR EFFORTS TO HELP MITIGATE CORONAVIRUS – Here’s what you can expect for each 

of our Divine Services: 

1. Hand sanitizer will be distributed at the entryway, as well as before and after Communion. 

2. We ask that people wear masks when moving about the building. 

3. Certain pews will be closed to maintain spacing between congregants. 

4. The “Sharing of the Peace,” the passing of offering plates, and the common cup will be 

temporarily suspended. 

5. Holy Communion will be distributed at the altar, but in smaller groups (the Pastor and elder 

will wear masks during distribution). 

Please note that due to technology and time limitations, our online services will now be recorded 

on Sundays, so the services will not be available online until later Sunday afternoon or early the 

next week. Thank you for your gracious cooperation and your flexibility! 

 

NOTE REGARDING OUR CURRENT WORSHIP SERVICES: During this time of COVID-19, 

some of our church members might feel it’s better in their personal situations to wait a bit longer 

before returning to church. And we totally understand. Because of this, Pastor Vergin will 

continue to post an abbreviated version of our worship service online. Pastor is also available for 

private pastoral visits where Holy Communion will be given individually and COVID-19 safety 

precautions will be used (these can be held either at your home or at the church). Please call the 

church office if you would like to schedule a private visit with Pastor. 

 



WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS – This Wednesday will be our last Adult Bible Class 

until after Easter (due to midweek Lent services that begin February 17), so please attend this 

week if you can! Pastor will continue teaching on the book of Genesis. Please join him for this 

interesting and educational study! 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS COMING UP! We hope you will join us for worship on Ash 

Wednesday, February 17 as we enter into the season of Lent. Lent is a special 40-day penitential 

season during which we prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of our Lord’s death and 

resurrection. Our Ash Wednesday Divine Service will take place at 7 p.m. and will include Holy 

Communion and the Imposition of Ashes for those who wish to receive them. Prior to the service 

will be our free Soup & Salad Supper sponsored by the Board of Parish Fellowship. (COVID-19 

precautions will be observed.) We hope you will join us for a hot meal and the Word of God on 

February 17! 

 

MIDWEEK LENT SERVICES – The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with 

the joyous resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday. Throughout the season of Lent, Pastor will 

be preaching and teaching using a series from Concordia Publishing House titled “Return to the 

Lord.” The series is described as follows: “Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster” (Joel 

2:13). God’s invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personified and 

accomplishes all that God declares. Follow different events during the Pasion, specifically 

focusing on the people that followed Christ, to see how God calls His people to return to Him this 

Lenten season. Between Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday, we will be offering 5 midweek 

worship services on Wednesdays--February 24 & March 3, 10, 17 & 24, starting at 7 p.m. that 

will also utilize the “Return to the Lord” series. Please make plans now to join us for these 

Wednesday evening services!  

 

LENTEN COIN HOLDERS AND DEVOTIONS AVAILABLE – Our 2021 Lenten Coin Holders 

are now located on the table in the entryway. The donations from these will be sent to Bethesda 

Lutheran Communities, a non-profit Lutheran organization that helps people with developmental 

disabilities across the U.S. Just place one quarter each day during Lent into the corresponding 

slot (excluding Sundays which are celebrated as “Mini-Easters” and are IN Lent, but not OF Lent) 

and by Easter Sunday, your holder will be FULL! Then you can drop them into the offering plate. 

Also, Lenten Devotional Booklets, courtesy of Lutheran Hour Ministries, are now located on the 

table in the back of the sanctuary. The devotions start with Ash Wednesday on February 17. 

Please feel free to take one home for personal devotions throughout the season of Lent. 
 

TOY DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM FIVE BELOW STORE – Have you had a chance to 

check out all of the toys and electronics’ holders in our basement? Last week, the Five Below 

store in Warren purged all of their unsold stock and donated everything to St. Mark’s to disburse 

to children. Feel free to “shop” with your kids or grandkids if you’d like, or if you know of a 

needy family with children, you may select some toys for them and deliver them yourself. 

Whatever is left on the tables after a few weeks, St. Mark’s will give to an area charity. So don’t 

wait! Shop downstairs now! There are grocery bags on one of the tables for you to use, if needed. 

We are thankful to the Five Below store in Warren for thinking of St. Mark’s! 



IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community 

Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation 

will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what 

you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope 

you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus 

Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to 

locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much! 

 

DONATIONS FOR THE INVISIBLE DAD LUNCH PROGRAM TOTALED $145.50! Thanks 

so much to everyone who donated to Keith Elementary School’s Invisible Dad lunch program! 

Last week, we counted the money in the donation jar and it totaled $145.50! A check has since 

been sent to Keith Elementary for that amount. The Invisible Dad lunch program was started a 

few years ago by a dad whose children attend Keith Elementary. The program keeps extra money 

in the school’s Invisible Dad Lunch Fund so that if a student’s personal lunch account falls too 

low, or if a student forgets to bring a lunch (or can’t afford to bring a lunch), money is available 

for them to have the same lunch as other students at no cost. This saves the student the 

embarrassment of being offered just a sandwich wrap and/or cheese/cracker package (the state 

mandated free items that the school can provide). St. Mark’s will continue to receive any loose 

change you might like to donate toward this program for next year. A clear, glass jar continues to 

be located on the table at the back of the sanctuary where you can drop any extra change or bills 

you might have. Thanks again for your generous support of this program! 


TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 

 

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries, 

and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of 

the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to 

fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used 

eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate 

postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp so that the 

stamp isn’t damaged. Thank you.  
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SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 
  

Acolyte (either service) Jay Anderson 

Altar Guild Dorothy Vermeersch 

Elder on Duty (both services) Darryl Swainson 

Greeters (either service) Mary Lockwood 

Offering Counters (after late service) Cindy Parks & Joanne Wisti 

Organist (both services) Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter (either service)                                                                                          Chris Gerard 

Usher (both services) Tom Kaufman 

Video Technician (either service) Charlie Powell 


