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v« Welcome in the name of Jesus! 1«

Today we observe the Feast of the Transfiguration. On this day, we reach the culmination
of the season of Epiphany as we remember how Jesus was transfigured on the mountain
before His disciples, Peter, James and John. In this vision, we see our Lord for who He
truly is: the glorious Son of God, who has taken on human flesh for our salvation.
Therefore, we gladly listen to Him and rejoice in His gift of everlasting life.

If you are a VISITOR here, we offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your
experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as | come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
| humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that | may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy
Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in
doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this
sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us
the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply
remain in your pew.




Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P | said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Hymn of Invocation: 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark  and cheer-less is the morn Un - ac - com-pa-nied by Thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a-rise; Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.

Joy-less is the day’s re-turn  Till Thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine, Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
Till they in- ward light im-part, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

More and more Thy - self dis-play, Shin-ing to the per-fect day.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Service of the Word

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10-11; antiphon: Psalm 77:18b
[P) Your lightnings lighted up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.

[P] How lovely is your dwelling place, O LorD of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise!
P) For aday in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
wickedness.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LoRD bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

[®P) Your lightnings lighted up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.



Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world,

re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up -
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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" @ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P} Let us pray. O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the
voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by
grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the
fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading Exodus 34:29-35

2%When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in
his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his
face shone because he had been talking with God. 3°Aaron and all the people of Israel
saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near



him. 3But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation
returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel came
near, and he commanded them all that the LorD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai.
33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.

$\Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the
veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was
commanded, 3the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’
face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to
speak with him.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 45:2a; 110:1
P} You are the most handsome of the sons of men;
grace is poured upon your lips.
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”

Epistle 2 Peter 1:16-21
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
"For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to
him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 8we
ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy
mountain. **And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do
well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, 2°knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture
comes from someone’s own interpretation. 2!For no prophecy was ever produced by the
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 17:1-9
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

LAfter six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. *And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it
Is good that we are here. If you wish, | will make three tents here, one for you and one for
Moses and one for Elijah.” °*He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” ®When the disciples heard this, they fell on their
faces and were terrified. "But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no
fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

%And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one
the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.



He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ~I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair
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2 With Mo - ses and E - 1 - jah nigh
3 With shin - ing face and bright ar - ray
4 And faith - ful hearts are raised on high
A5 O Fa -  ther, with thee - ter - nal Son
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Of glo - 1y that the Church may share,
Thein - car - nate Lord holds  con - verse high;
Christ  deigns to man - 1 -  fest to - day
By this great vi - sion’s mys - ter - Y,
And Ho - Iy Spir - it ev - er one,
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Which Christ up - on the moun - tain shows,
And  from the  cloud the Ho - ly One
What glo - ry shall be theirs a - bove
For which in joy - ful strains we raise
We pray Thee, bring us by  Thy grace
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Where bright - er than the sun He glows!
Bears rec - ord to the on - ly Son.
Who joy in God with per - fect love.
The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
To see Thy glo - 1y face to face.

Tune and text: Public domain



Sermon

NOTE REGARDING THE OFFERING - Offering plates are located at the sanctuary exit
doors where you may leave your weekly offering as you depart today.

Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P] For the baptized, that we would heed our heavenly Father’s admonition to listen to
His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, as He speaks to us through His Holy Word and
Sacraments; and that we would, by grace through faith, behold Him in His glory as
He continues to dwell among us, delivering forgiveness, life and salvation through the
same, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those who are called and ordained to serve as pastors in Christ’s stead, that all
their preaching and teaching would flow from a right understanding of Holy
Scripture, which testifies of Christ and all that He has done, and continues to do, for
our eternal salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



P) For parents in every Christian home, that they would pass on the faith to their
children by word and deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all those who have been placed in authority over us, including Joseph, recently
inaugurated as our president, that they would serve with integrity and honor, having
the welfare of all in mind; and for our country, that division, conflict and strife would
give way to unity, peace and quietness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the Lord’s flock here at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, that we would be granted
faithfulness, humility and patience in our various vocations, striving to love God and
neighbor in all that we say and do, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For all those who are sick, hospitalized, recovering, enduring ongoing treatment or in
any kind of need, [especially ,] that they would know God’s peace
and receive healing and relief according to His gracious will; and for those who
mourn, that they would be comforted by the sure and certain hope of the resurrection
in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For those who come to the holy altar this day to the Holy Communion of Christ’s true
body and blood, that receiving the forgiveness of sins, they would be strengthened in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Him, with Him and in
Him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
Yours, forever and ever.

Amen.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194
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P Lift up your hearts.

o) \

P A \J

4

)

We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

[P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
at His transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might be strengthened
to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with all the faithful look forward to the glory
of life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.



Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197

A - men.



Agnus Dei
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)
tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on wus.
0 \,
—@—.d - — oo
O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. A men.

Sit
Distribution

LSB 198

Visitors — Please see note on the inside front cover of this service folder regarding our

practice of Holy Communion.

Directions for Holy Communion:

removed at the communion rail)

together)

Ushers will release you in small groups to approach the altar
Please wear a mask as you approach the altar and as you depart (masks may be

Please space yourselves out at the communion rail (households may remain

Please temporarily receive the host (wafer) in your hands rather than your mouth
Use of the common cup will be temporarily suspended
When you take an individual cup, please be careful not to touch any adjacent cups
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Distribution Hymn: 821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Mar - vy, Earth Your foot - stool, heav’n Your throne.
trt - umph, His the vic - to - 1y a - lone.
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get His prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er-more”?
all the sin - less Sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
priest and vic - tim In the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
ev - ’ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”

Text and tune: Public domain




Distribution Hymn: 414 ’'Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here
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1 ’Tis good, Lord, to be here! Thy
2 ’Tis good, Lord, to be here, Thy
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like  the sun,  Shine with un - bor - rowed light.
li - jah stand, Thy mes - sen - gers of old.
glo - rn - fied And our re - demp - tion see.
vi - sion bright And make this hill our home.
leave the mount, Come with  us to the plain.

Tune and text: Public domain
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

A -men.

LSB 199
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P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus LSB 202
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Thanks be to God.



Benediction LSB 202
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Closing Hymn: 417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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All  thy chil - dren sing with thee, But by Bab -y -
Make us for a while for - go; For the sol - emn
With Thy faith - ful saints on high; There to Thee for -
Dty | ——
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God a - bid - ing Thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
lon’s sad  wa - ters Mourn - ing ex - iles now are  we.
time is com -ing When our tears for sin must flow.
ev - er sing-ing Al - le - lu - ia joy- ful - ly.

Text and tune: Public domain

NOTE: The above hymn represents

the last time we will sing the "*Alleluia,’* an expression of

joy, until Easter morning. The Alleluia will remain **buried" throughout the Season of Lent.

Hence, our white Alleluia banner is

also buried today, not to be seen again until Easter

morning. Finally, our ""Hymn of Praise™ (*"Glory to God in the highest..."") will also not be

sung again until Easter morning.

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.

All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.



THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR

Sun. 1/24  The Transfiguration of our Lord
e Divine Services at 8:30 & 10 a.m.

Mon. 1/25 Pastor’s Day Off
Tue. 1/26  Pastor out of office in p.m.
Wed. 1/27 Adult Bible Class 7 p.m.

Sun. 1/31  Septuagesima
e Divine Services at 8:30 & 10 a.m.

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR EFFORTS TO HELP MITIGATE CORONAVIRUS — Here’s what you can expect for each
of our Divine Services:
1. Hand sanitizer will be distributed at the entryway, as well as before and after Communion.
2. We ask that people wear masks when moving about the building.
3. Certain pews will be closed to maintain spacing between congregants.
4. The “Sharing of the Peace,” the passing of offering plates, and the common cup will be
temporarily suspended.
5. Holy Communion will be distributed at the altar, but in smaller groups (the Pastor and elder
will wear masks during distribution).
Please note that due to technology and time limitations, our online services will now be recorded
on Sundays, so the services will not be available online until later Sunday afternoon or early the
next week. Thank you for your gracious cooperation and your flexibility!

NOTE REGARDING OUR CURRENT WORSHIP SERVICES: During this time of COVID-19,
some of our church members might feel it’s better in their personal situations to wait a bit longer
before returning to church. And we totally understand. Because of this, Pastor Vergin will
continue to post an abbreviated version of our worship service online. Pastor is also available for
private pastoral visits where Holy Communion will be given individually and COVID-19 safety
precautions will be used (these can be held either at your home or at the church). Please call the
church office if you would like to schedule a private visit with Pastor.

WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS — Each week, our Wednesday evening Adult Bible
Class meets at 7 p.m., and all are welcome to attend! Pastor will continue teaching on the book
of Genesis. Please join him for this interesting and educational study!



SEEKING A SUNDAY MORNING VIDEO TECHNICIAN — We could use one more video
technician for our Sunday morning rotation. This is an easy job that would require minimal
training, and you’d only have to sit in the choir loft and run the camera once a month or so. If
you’d like to help, please let Pastor Vergin know ASAP.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY - All men are welcome to join Pastor Vergin for our monthly Men’s
Bible Study class on Saturday, February 6 from 9-10:30 a.m. A free breakfast will be available.
Bring your friends!

ASH WEDNESDAY IS COMING UP! Please make plans now to come to church on Ash
Wednesday, February 17! Our Divine Service will take place at 7 p.m. and will include Holy
Communion and the Imposition of Ashes for those who wish to receive them. Plans are also being
made to possibly have our usual free Soup & Salad Supper beforehand (details to come). We
hope you will join us on February 17!

IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community
Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation
will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what
you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope
you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus
Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to
locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much!

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER — We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where
you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy
families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you
can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.

INVISIBLE DAD LUNCH PROGRAM AT KEITH ELEM. — Although area schools will not be
resuming in-person classes until sometime down the road, St. Mark’s will continue to receive
coin donations to help support Keith Elementary’s “Invisible Dad” lunch program. This helpful
program, started by a dad at Keith, keeps extra money in the school’s Invisible Dad Lunch Fund
so that if a student’s personal lunch account falls too low, or if a student forgets to bring a lunch
(or can’t afford to bring a lunch), money is available for them to have the same lunch as other
students at no cost. This saves the student the embarrassment of being offered only a sandwich
wrap and/or cheese/cracker package (the state mandated free items that the school can provide).
A clear, glass jar will be located on the table at the back of the sanctuary in early January where
you can continue to deposit any spare change you might have in order to help support this
program. When school starts up again, the contents of the jar will be brought to the principal’s
office at Keith Elementary. Thanks in advance for your support!


https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries,
and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of
the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to
fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used
eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate
postage stamps, please be sure to leave %4 of the envelope paper around the stamp so that the
stamp isn’t damaged. Thank you.
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SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin
Acolyte (either service) TBD
Altar Guild Barb Allen
Elder on Duty (both services) John Sidelinker
Greeters (either service) Gail Fitzgerald
Offering Counters (after late service) Mary Lockwood & Jean Swainson
Organist (both services) Rob Wheeler
Trumpeter (either service) Chris Gerard
Usher (both services) Darryl Swainson

Video Technician (either service) Debbie Sidelinker



