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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

June 2021

Upcoming Semi-Annual Voters’
Meeting will take place on June 13

Please be advised that the meeting date for St. Mark’s
Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting has been changed from Sunday,
June 6 to Sunday, June 13, due to scheduling conflicts. The
meeting will take place directly following the Divine Service in
the Fellowship Hall.

The Agenda will include reports on St. Mark’s finances,
board reports, etc. All church members ages 18+ are welcome
and encouraged to attend. We hope to see you there!

We will be serving dinner at
St. Paul, Pontiac on June 23

St. Mark’s Board of Human Care is asking for volunteers
from St. Mark’s to help serve dinner to the members and
friends of St. Paul Lutheran in Pontiac on Wednesday, June 23,
starting at 6 p.m.

Watch for a sign-up sheet to appear in the lobby soon
where you can list your name to either help serve the dinner, or
to donate various food items.

Any questions about this event can be directed to Karen
Kaufman, Chairman of the Board of Human Care.



2

CONTENTS
  2.

  3.

  4.

  5.

  6.

  7.

  8.

  9.

10.

Check Out Our Upcoming Bible Study Classes

Pastor’s Page

We’ve Taken Some Steps to Return to “Normal,” The
Parking Lot Paving Project is Now Complete!, Where
Should We Send Our Tithe?, Thanks to Those who
Helped with Spring Clean-up!

In our Thoughts and Prayers

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Pastor’s Page (cont’d.),
Upcoming Vacation Dates, The LoCascios Celebrate
40 Years of Marriage, VBS Door Offering, Special
Fund Donations, The Powells Have a Girl!, Special
Decade Birthdays

Council Minutes - Summarized (April)

For the Latest Church News Visit our Website, Bring
Your Dad to Church!

Council Minutes - Summarized (May)

June’s Church Calendar

The Messenger is the monthly newsletter of:

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741; Fax: (866) 649-6870
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Sunday
Divine Service at 9:30 a.m.
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One Saturday/month
Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9:00 a.m.

Handicap accessible

Check out our upcoming
Bible Study Classes

St. Mark’s will continue to offer two Bible Study
opportunities in June. Check them out below, and join one or
both, if you are able!

Adult Bible Class: The Book of Genesis
In the month of June, we will be continuing our study of

the book of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class!
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it

tells the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It
starts with the creation of the world and the fall into sin, and
from there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation
to generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with
Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the account of Noah and
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and
Joseph’s rise in Egypt. At every place it proclaims the
steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin.

We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in
knowledge and faith!

Adult Bible Class meets on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after
our Divine Service.

Men’s Bible Study Will Meet on June 12
Attention Men of St. Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study

will be held on Saturday, June 12. We will gather from 9:00 a.m.
- 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be
provided, and we will be continuing our study of the book of
Acts.

We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!
************************************************
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Pastor’s Page

Walking with Christ in Changing Times

(Continued next column) (See Pastor’s Page Page 6)

My friends, we’ve been through a lot over this past year.
You know this well. We’ve faced trials and tribulations,
hardships and heartaches, fears and frustrations. But now it
seems that, at least in certain respects, we’re starting to move
toward a bit more normalcy. Thanks be to God!

But times like these can often lead us to ask, “What
now?” Now that the mandates are easing, restrictions are
lessening, and life is starting to look more and more like it did
before, where do we start? What should we prioritize? What
might our first steps be? This is the question of the moment,
not only for society at large, but especially for the Church of
Christ.

And in light of that, I’d like to propose this: Let’s take this
opportunity to rededicate ourselves to our walk with Christ.
Yeah, even in the Church, things were quite different this past
year, weren’t they? We weren’t able to do some of the things
we used to do. And what we did do was often altered. Certain
events were canceled. Others were changed. Even our
worship services had to be adjusted. In many ways, our faith
life was disrupted. But now that “normal” seems to be headed
our way (Lord willing!), it’s the perfect time for us to start
fresh. And as we do, I say this: Let’s rededicate ourselves now
to our walk with Christ!

And what might this look like? The Apostle Peter outlines
it perfectly in the second chapter of his first epistle, where he
says, “So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and
envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Peter 2:1-3).

Here, Peter summarizes our walk with Christ in two ways.
First, regarding our lives among our neighbors, it’s about
“putting away” the sinful responses of the world and
fostering true Christian virtues through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

In times like these, when things all around us are still so
disordered, we will be tempted in many ways to fall into the
sinful ways of the world. We will be tempted, first, to malice.
We’ll be tempted to harbor anger toward others, especially if
we feel like they’ve wronged us. We’ll be tempted to hate
them, and seek ways to get back at them. Second, we’ll also be
tempted to deceit. We’ll be tempted to lie to others, in order to
get our way. Third, we’ll be tempted to hypocrisy, acting like
we’re the good and righteous ones compared to everyone
else, as we put on a false show of perfection. Fourth, we’ll be
tempted to envy, being jealous of others for what they have,
rather than grateful for what the Lord has given us. And

finally, we’ll be tempted to slander, to speaking ill of other
people and seeking to harm their reputation. In all of these
ways, we will be tempted to act like this sinful world, as Peter
so clearly says.

However, through Christ’s death and resurrection, we’ve
been freed from our former bondage to such a life. We’ve been
set free from the death of sin. We no longer need to be afraid.
We don’t need to be angry. We don’t need to give ourselves
over to bitterness or despair. We know that by the blood of
Jesus our sins have been forgiven. And we know that now,
through faith in Him, we have the hope of everlasting life.
Indeed, we’ve already been given God’s Spirit, who dwells in
us, and we’ve already been reborn in the waters of baptism.

Therefore, Peter says first that we should put away all of
those sinful responses, which are now so evident in the world.
Put away malice. Put away deceit. Put away hypocrisy and
envy and slander. Instead, we should work to foster in
ourselves every Christian virtue: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22-23). These are the fruit of the Spirit, and,
especially now, we should intentionally devote ourselves to
them as we live among our neighbors in this world, both in the
Church and in society. This is the first part of our walk with
Christ.

The second part, then, deals with our relationship with
God. Namely, it’s about devoting ourselves to “the pure
spiritual milk” of God’s Word so that by it we might “grow up
into salvation.” In other words, it’s about being dedicated to
our spiritual growth through God’s Word and Sacraments.

By His Word, God builds us up. He causes us to grow.
God doesn’t want us to become complacent in our spiritual
development. Instead, like a little child who gradually becomes
an adult, God wants us to mature. And He Himself works this
in us through His Word, so that our faith might be stronger
and our hearts might belong even more to Him. This Word
proclaims to us the love and salvation of Jesus. It is the pure
spiritual milk. And as such, it is the God-given means of our
spiritual growth.

And so Peter calls us to long for that Word, just like a
newborn infant. He calls us to desire it more than all riches. He
calls us to love it and to devote ourselves to it. He calls us to
be eager to receive it at every opportunity, knowing that
through this Word, God will cause us to grow up into
salvation. This is the second part of our walk with Christ.

So, my friends, devote yourselves to these things,
especially now as we continue to take steps back to normal.



4

Where should we send our tithe?

Last year, before we put our unused property up for sale,
our congregation committed—as an act of thanksgiving to
God and an expression of faith—to tithe 10% of the proceeds
to support the mission of the Gospel in another place. Now
that the sale is complete, we get to decide where we want to
send this gift, totaling $12,000. What a joyous opportunity!

A few months ago, eight potential recipients were
identified. They include:

• Compassion in Jesus’ Name International
(Compassion.com)

• The Luke Project (TheLukeProject52clinic.org)

• Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHFmissions.org)

• Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM.org)

• Missionary, Joe Boway, in Liberia

• Rev. Steve Mahlburg in Sri Lanka (lcms.org/
mahlburg)

• Open Door Outreach Center in Waterford
(OpenDoorOutreachCenter.com)

• St. Paul Lutheran Church in Pontiac
(StPaulPontiac.com)

During the month of May, we took a preliminary vote to
narrow down the recipients to the top five (the votes have yet
to be tallied as of print time of this newsletter). Once the top
five recipients have been determined, they will be brought
before our voters at the June Voters’ Meeting for a final
decision.

We welcome and encourage all voting members of St.
Mark’s to attend June’s voters’ meeting to help decide where
our tithe should be sent!

We’ve taken some steps
to return to “normal”

We thank the Lord that COVID cases are continuing to
decline in our area and that in many ways, it appears that the
pandemic is beginning to pass away. We pray that God
continues to lead things in a good direction!

Given the decreasing caseload and the status of
vaccinations among our people, we have now taken a few
steps “back to normal” in our worship services. First of all, we
have begun receiving the offerings DURING our services
again. Second, we have resumed the use of the black
attendance pads, two in each pew. Third, we have resumed the
children’s messages during the service. And fourth, we have
stopped our Saturday evening, socially-distanced services.

Going forward then, those who are fully vaccinated will
no longer be required to wear masks while at church.

Nevertheless, we urge everyone to model the grace of
Christ and to be considerate of others, remembering that over
the next few weeks there will be some who are just returning to
in-person worship for the first time. Certainly, vaccinated
individuals who wish to continue wearing a mask may do so.

For those who are not fully vaccinated, we kindly ask that
for the time being you continue to socially distance and wear
masks when moving about the building, as you have been.
We will also continue to have every other pew roped off so
that social-distancing is still in place.

We rejoice that God has carried us to this point, and we
hope to continue taking steps back to normal as
circumstances allow!

Thanks to those who helped
with Spring Clean-Up!

We offer sincere thanks to all those who stayed after
church on Sunday, May 2, to help with St. Mark’s Spring
Clean-Up. The pews were washed, screens installed in the
sanctuary windows, closets cleaned out and more! And none
of this could have been accomplished without the help of our
wonderful volunteers. You guys rock!

The parking lot paving project
is now complete!

We are happy to report that we now have a newly-
asphalted parking lot here at St. Mark’s! There are no more
potholes to drive through! Yay!

From May 19-21, the H.A. Sartor Company worked
diligently to lay a new asphalt parking lot including new
striping, and it looks SO much better than our old lot! (See
photos on St. Mark’s Facebook page.) Thank you, Lord for
guiding us through the sale of our two backlots to obtain the
finances for this important maintenance project!
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(continued next column)

MORE URGENT PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—needs prayers for health and memory.
Joan Freeman—needs prayers for health issues.
Tom Gonzalez—still hospitalized due to an infection.
Barbara Jewell—prayers for several medical issues.
Derald Katterman—is recovering at home from pneumonia.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers for memory issues.
Kim Olsen—needs extra prayers.
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers for memory issues.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Art Vermeersch—recovering from a medical procedure.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Sharon Williams—continues to battle cancer.
Carolyn Achimov’s cousin’s great-granddaughter, Kennedy

Shallal—is undergoing treatments for Leukemia.
Barb Allen’s friend, Teri Aldini—is having financial struggles.
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law’s daughter, Tammy—will be

having knee replacement surgery soon.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Bridges—is having health &

job issues.
Barbara Jewell’s sister, Marilyn—recovering from surgery.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s sister, Carol—is undergoing

chemotherapy/radiation.
Debbie LoCascio’s brother-in-law’s brother, Bobby Berro--is

home recovering from COVID-19, but still on oxygen.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s friend, Kayleigh—is home

recovering from COVID-19, but still on oxygen.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s friend, Dar—is having therapy.
The LoCascio’s neighbor, Laura Jones—is undergoing cancer

treatments.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is having

health issues.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)

grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Taylor Lockwood’s aunt, Patti Hodges—diagnosed with

breast cancer.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—has health issues.
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—is in an

intensive inpatient rehab center.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is

battling breast cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s

is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.
Mike Tolman’s fiancée’s uncle, David—suffered a stroke.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—has health issues.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

bleed.
Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is undergoing

cancer treatment.

Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra
prayers.

Lori Whitehead’s friends, Pam & Tim Ramey and their
daughter & son-in-law, Chrissy & Adam—all have tested
positive for COVID.

Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that
she’ll come to faith in Christ.

Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra
prayers for guidance.

Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmett Reynolds—has
Autism.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—is having multiple

health problems
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a car

accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s husband, Dave—is recovering from

surgery
Barbara Jewell’s niece-in-law, Peg Fieler—is having eye issues
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law, Carl Fieler—is having health

problems
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law, Phyllis Tharp—diagnosed with

lung cancer
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Cheryl Tippett—is battling cancer
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—is having memory

issues
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—has medical issues
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia

List—are ill
Rod Oehring—prayers for medical issues
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—awaiting back surgery.
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;

receiving therapy
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical issues
Larry Whitehead—is recovering from surgery
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues



6

June Birthdays
  2 Blake Ingram, Debbie Sidelinker
  7 Trent Johnson, Claire Swainson
14 Cassidy Benson
18 Elijah Williams
19 Bradyn Veliu
22 Jennifer Johnson
25 Amanda Follis, Kyle Tolman
26 Jennie Kaufman
27 Sheryl Brown, Pastor Vergin
29 Sophia Benson, Lynn Thomas

June Anniversaries
10 Rick and Sandy Schmaltz 37th
18 Pastor & Mandy Vergin 10th
20 Tom & Debbie LoCascio 40th

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in April:

Lenten Banks (Bethesda Lutheran
Homes): Gail Fitzgerald, Jennie Kaufman,
Karen Kaufman, Mary Ann Lockwood,
Judy Schassberger, John & Debbie
Sidelinker, Larry & Lori Whitehead,
Sharon Williams
Memorials: Derald Katterman (in memory
of Barbara Katterman)
Property Updates (“New Beginnings”
program): Karen Kaufman, Mary Ann
Lockwood, Nancy McInnis, Nancy Salo,
John & Debbie Sidelinker, Marlene Steck,
Sharon Williams
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis

SPECIAL

June’s special
 decade birthday

We wish the Lord’s richest blessings
upon Claire Swainson as she celebrates a
special “decade” birthday on the 7th of
June! As always, we can’t tell you which
decade, but we know all of you will join
us in praying that our Lord will continue
to bless her with faith, peace and happi-
ness throughout this next year.

Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

As you live among your neighbors, work
to foster in yourselves the virtues of the
Spirit. And as you live before God,
resolve to receive His Word faithfully
and with joy. Develop the habit of
attending worship regularly. Come to
Bible Study. Begin daily devotions, filled
with Bible reading and prayer. Above all
else, prioritize your spiritual growth
through the Word, knowing that in this
way you will grow up into salvation. The
time is now. Let’s do it. Let’s devote
ourselves to our walk with Christ—if
indeed we have tasted that the Lord is
good.

The LoCascios celebrate
40 years of marriage

Happy 40th wedding anniversary to Tom
& Debbie LoCascio! They were married
on June 20, 1981 at the tender ages of 21
and 22. May the Lord grant them many
more happy years together!

The Powells have a girl!

Congratulations to Charlie and Lexi
Powell on the birth of their first child, a
baby girl they named Evelyn Kay, on May
21. Mom and baby are doing great and
even attended the Divine Service two
days later!

May God bless and keep Evelyn both
before, and after, he upcoming baptism.

Upcoming vacation dates

Just an FYI, our Office Manager,
Debbie LoCascio, will be on vacation from
June 14-18; therefore, the church office
will be closed on those days. Have a great
time, Debbie, and stay safe!

VBS Door Offering

St. Mark’s Vacation Bible School
“Rain Forest” will take place from July 12-
16 this summer. In preparation for VBS
expenses, we will be receiving a free-will
door offering from June 13 through July
11. We hope you will consider supporting
this important outreach to our commu-
nity!
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(Continued next column)

Council Meeting Minutes - Summarized
April 20, 2021

In attendance: Tom LoCascio, Pastor Vergin, Debbie Sidelinker, John Reardon, Karen Kaufman, Kari
Kosmalski, and Nancy McInnis.  Special Guest, Harold from H.G. Sartor Asphalt. Jim O’Brien arrived at
7:10 pm.

Call to order at 7:01 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor – Psalm 119: 46-48.

Harold from H.G. Sartor Asphalt talked about the new parking
lot process:

• They would like to start on a Monday to give them the
most time to finish before we use it for Sunday service;
however once they finish, we will be able to drive on it
the next day. There will be about four inches of the
parking lot and then they will stripe it.

• Total cost will be $126,480. Any permits will be extra.

• To start the project, he would need 50% down and 50%
upon completion.

NOTE: When Harold went to apply to the township for a
permit, he was told by the Planning Department that if
he took up St. Mark’s current asphalt base to grind it
up and re-use it, that would be considered “changing
the grade” of our parking lot. This would require all
new (very expensive) engineering plans to include
curbs and gutters at the street, a sidewalk out front,
and other costly lot improvements. Harold discussed
this with our leaders, and it was determined that he
should not take up the current parking lot, but would
instead fill in the dips/holes, and lay a good, solid 2” of
asphalt on top of that to meet the current sidewalk/
garage floor grade. He said we would still get at least 20
years out of the parking lot. The adjusted cost for
laying just 2” of asphalt went from $126,480 to just
under $97,000.

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin –
· Men’s Bible Study on Saturday, May 1 at 9 a.m.
· The Ascension of our Lord Divine Service on

Thursday, May 13 at 7 p.m.
· Pentecost Divine Service on Sunday, May 23
· Holy Trinity Divine Service on Sunday, May 30
· Jay Anderson’s Confirmation on Sunday, May 23
· Collecting proposals for tithe ($12,000)

BOARD REPORTS

Youth & Family per Mandy Vergin
• Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday between services

went well.

• Church activity bags for children are complete. They
are located in the back of the sanctuary on the bench.

• VBS is coming up.

Gospel Outreach per Pastor (Sharon Williams was not in
attendance) – a big thank you to all those who helped put the
Easter invitations together and then went out to deliver them.

Human Care per Karen Kaufman – Dinner at St. Paul’s will be
on April 28. There is a sign-up sheet in the lobby. There
should be about 60 folks receiving dinner.

LWML per Pastor (Gail Hardy not in attendance) – LWML
Zone Rally is this weekend.

Properties per Jim O’Brien
• Jim has put together a list of items needed to be done

around the church. The Spring Clean Up will be on
Sunday, May 2, 2021.

• Lately there have been some four-wheelers and
motorcycles/dirt bikes riding all over our property. It
was suggested that we put signs up that these items
are not allowed on the church property. Jim got prices
for signs. He made a motion to approve up to $250 for
signs and posts, funds to be taken from the Thrivent
fund. Council approved.

• Jim placed a thin bathroom “rug” around the base of
the toilets in the women’s restroom to keep the tile in
place as the tile was coming up around the toilet.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Tom LoCascio (Church President) will not be available on
Sunday, June 6 for the Voter’s Meeting.  He proposed moving
it to Sunday, June 13, 2021. Council approved.

St. Mark’s retained a 20-foot access along the west side of the
back property. We need to decide what to do with that path.
Per  Council, let’s put together a small group of maybe five
members to decide what to do with it.  The name for the path
would be “Walk of Faith”.

Next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website
(www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/church
needs!

Bring your dad to church!

Father’s Day falls on Sunday, June 20 this year, and on that
day we will be honoring all dads who attend our worship service
by giving them a special sweet treat in recognition of their role
as a father. So bring your dad to church with you that day!

You may also choose to help support St. Mark’s Altar Flower
Fund for 2021 by making a donation in honor, or in memory, of
your dad. Either complete a pink flower slip (found in the Sunday
bulletins) and place it, and your donation, into the offering plate,
or mail a check to the church office with the name(s) of those
you wish to honor or remember. All donations/pink slips must
be received at church no later than Sunday, June 13. The names
of all dads listed on the pink slips will then be included in our
Father’s Day worship bulletin.

Thanks for your support of St. Mark’s Altar Flower Fund!
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Council Meeting Minutes - Summarized
May 18, 2021

In attendance: Tom LoCascio, Pastor Vergin, Debbie Sidelinker, John Reardon, Darryl Swainson, Karen Kaufman, Sharon Williams, and
Nancy McInnis.

Call to order at 7:01 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor: 1 Peter 2:1-3.

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin
· Members voting to narrow down tithe proposals

($12,000) to 5, then to voters for final vote
· Starting Sunday, May 23 – resuming Children’s

Message, offerings received DURING the service,
and asking attendees to sign black attendance books
in the pews

· Jay Anderson to be confirmed on Sunday, May 23
· Pastor Pies filling in for Pastor Vergin on Holy Trinity,

May 30
· No more Saturday evening Divine Services
· Will be posting just sermons online now

BOARD REPORTS

Elders per Darryl Swainson – We have been discussing how
we are going to move forward re: worship as COVID-19 cases
continue to fall.

Youth & Family per Pastor Vergin (Mandy Vergin not in
attendance) – We plan to hold VBS outside as much as
possible; therefore, we would like to purchase a large tent in
order to be prepared for the weather. (See “General Business”)

Gospel Outreach per Sharon Williams – Neighborhood
Welcome Baskets: she has four new homes in the
neighborhood behind our property and four new homes in
Oak Manor.

Human Care per Karen Kaufman – Dinner at St. Paul’s is now
to be held on June 23.  There will be a sign-up for it shortly.
We are planning on the same menu.

LWML (Gail Hardy not in attendance) – The quilting group
has started meeting again.

Parish Fellowship per Sharon Williams – Would like to start
serving food and drink before Bible study again.  Council
agreed. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the basement.

Properties per Jim O’Brien
· The parking lot will be repaved from May 19-21.
· LCEF Security Grant - Security film was placed on

exterior of entryway doors. Black caulk will be added
around the edges soon. Two new security cameras were
purchased. Tom to install them on south and west sides
of building. Upon completion, photos and copies of the
invoices will be sent to LCEF for $1,700 reimbursement.

· Will wait until construction begins on the two sold lots
before deciding how best to clean up our 20-foot
access along the west fence.

· Jim will replace tattered flag on our flag pole.
· Our carpet cleaner broke and Jim was not able to

purchase replacement parts anymore. He bought a new
cleaner for $159. Jim made a motion to cover this
expense using Thrivent Funds. Council approved.

GENERAL BUSINESS

The Church office will be closed June 14-18 as the LoCascio’s
will be on vacation.

Pastor needs a new computer. His current one is over five
years old and isn’t working right. John Reardon made a
motion to spend up to $1000 for the purchase of a new
computer, funds to be taken from the Thrivent Fund. Council
approved.

Pastor recommended that we approve the purchase of a large
outdoor tent. It could be used for movie nights, VBS, our
outdoor service and much more. Then Council could
recommend the purchase to the congregation to be voted on
at June’s Voters’ Meeting. Per Council, add this item to the
Voters’ Meeting Agenda for June.

Per Tom, AED & CPR training need to be scheduled. The cost
would be $850 for six people and would consist of a one-hour
45-minute webinar with trainees (probably in the church
basement) and then schedule a date for the required in-person
training. Tom LoCascio made a motion to spend up to $1,100
to train 8 people on CPR and the AED, monies to be taken
from the Memorial Fund. Council approved with one person
opposed.

Next meeting will be the Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, June 13,
2021 following service.

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.; Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.(continued next column)
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Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - One Saturday per mo. 9 a.m.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5
 

Pastor out of office in p.m.  

 

 

6  1st Sunday after Trinity 7 8 9 10 11 12
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off   

9:30am Divine Service  Pastor out of office in p.m. 9am Men's Bible Study

10:45am Adult Bible Class    

 

  

  7pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.    

13  2nd Sunday after Trinity 14  Flag Day 15 16 17 18 19
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off    

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.  DEADLINE TO SUBMIT

11:00am Voters' Meeting   NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  

   

VBS Door Offering

     

20  3rd Sunday after Trinity 21 22 23 24 25 26
Elder on Duty:  John Sidelinker Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.  

10:45am Adult Bible Class DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.  

VBS Door Offering    

1st Day of Summer 6pm St. Paul's Dinner

Father's Day       

27  4th Sunday after Trinity 28 29 30
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.

10:45am Adult Bible Class

VBS Door Offering  

  

ACOLYTES: GREETERS: USHERS: VIDEO TECH:

ALTAR GUILD: Ellen Rentola   6  Jay Anderson   6  Mary Lockwood   6  Trent Johnson   6  Jim O'Brien

COUNTERS: Cindy Parks & Joanne Wisti 13  TBD 13  Sue I./Judy S. 13  Tom Kaufman 13  Karen Kaufman

20  TBD 20  Carolynn Taylor 20  Matt Maier 20  Debbie Sidelinker

 27  TBD 27  Jennie/Karen K. 27  John Reardon 27  Charlie Powell

Secretary Debbie on Vacation

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


