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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

November 2019

Shop for your Christmas gifts at our
Annual Craft Show & Bake Sale!

We are excited to announce that we’ll have a full-house of
crafters offering beautiful, homemade items, at this year’s Craft
Show and Bake Sale! This is a shopping event you won’t want
to miss!

The Sale will take place on Saturday, November 2 from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. It’s free and open to the public, so bring your
friends and family with you to get some Christmas shopping
done early!

There will also be a table of fresh baked goods for sale,
offered by the ladies of our Missionary League. The proceeds
from the bake sale will be used to support missionary work
throughout the next year.

Also, if you can help set up for the show on Friday,
November 1 at 6 p.m., or take down/clean up following the
show on Saturday, November 2 starting at 4 p.m., we would
really appreciate it.

Any questions regarding the Craft Show & Bake Sale can
be directed to Gail Hardy at (248) 363-6316.

Please join us for worship
as we celebrate All Saints’ Day

On Sunday, November 3 we will be celebrating All Saints’
Day. On this day, we reflect on the eternal life that God gives
to us in Christ and remember all those who have died in the
faith and now rest with Christ forevermore. As part of this
service, we will commemorate the saints from our own
congregation who have fallen asleep in the Lord during this
past year.

We hope you will join us for this service! It is a great
opportunity to rejoice in the hope we have in Christ,
especially in the face of death and the grave!
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Sunday
Divine Service with Holy Communion 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday - The Gate worship service 7 p.m. (from the
Wednesday after Easter until mid-November)

One Saturday/month - Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9 a.m.

Handicap accessible.

Take advantage of our Bible studies

As Christians, it’s imperative that we study the Bible
diligently and often. How else will we come to know what our
Lord promises to us and desires for us as His people?

Here at St. Mark’s, we have several opportunities for you
to study the scriptures, and hope that you will take advantage
of one or more of them.

Sunday Adult Bible Class – The Book of Joshua
In the month of November, we will continue studying the

book of Joshua in our Adult Bible Class. The class takes place
on Sunday mornings after the Divine Service (around 11 a.m.)

The book of Joshua is the sixth book of the Old
Testament and picks up after the death of Moses, when the
people of Israel have at last come to the border of the
Promised Land after forty years of wandering in the
wilderness. The book recounts the various battles of the
people of God, beginning with the fall of Jericho, as they
conquer the land of Canaan, in fulfillment of God’s gracious
promise to Abraham that His offspring would inherit the land.

So please come! This book has much to teach us about
the ways of God in Christ and how He now works through His
Church to overthrow the kingdom of Satan by the preaching
of the Gospel, so that His people might at last inherit the true
Promised Land of heaven. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Children’s Sunday School Continues
In November, we will be continuing our Children’s

Sunday School program. Here, children will join with others to
learn the stories of the faith and the Truth of Christ in a fun
and age-appropriate setting.

Please consider getting your children or grandchildren
involved in this program! We’d love to have them there!
Children’s Sunday School meets weekly on Sundays at 10:45
a.m., after the Divine Service.

Men’s Bible Breakfast Will Meet on November 9
Attention Men of St. Mark’s!
We will be holding our monthly Men’s Bible Study on

Saturday, November 9 from 9:00 -10:30 a.m. For this month, we
are going to be trying something new: We will be doing a joint
Bible Study with the men of Peace Lutheran Church, so that
we might get to know them better as we explore a merger. We
will meet at Peace Lutheran (7390 Elizabeth Lake Road,

(See Bible Studies, Page 9)
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Pastor’s Page

(continued next column)

Should Christians Celebrate Halloween?

(See Pastor’s Page, Page 9)

Halloween is one of the most popular secular holidays in
America. For children, it’s a chance to dress up in costumes
and “trick-or-treat” from house to house, in many cases
acquiring for themselves more candy in a single evening than
they’ll get in the remaining 364 days of the year combined. For
adults, it’s a chance to host parties and decorate. Today, it
seems like almost everyone celebrates it, from TV stations to
nursing homes to businesses to sports teams. In fact, in terms
of public participation, Halloween is now right up there with
Christmas.

But should we Christians celebrate this holiday? This
question comes up quite often at this time of year and it really
is an important question for us to consider. Though we may
not often think about it, the fact is many of the characters and
practices that make up a typical Halloween celebration are
actually drawn from the realm of the occult and the demonic
(such as witches, ghosts, monsters, spells, etc.). So it is
indeed good and proper for us Christians to ask: Should we be
participating? I’d like to take this opportunity to offer my
pastoral judgment.

First of all, let me say this: With respect to Halloween, we
Christians should carefully avoid celebrating things of an
overly gruesome or violent nature. Likewise, we should never
join in with occult rituals, even just for fun. The devil is real,
and in those occult rituals and gratuitous displays of gore his
evil power is at work to ensnare our souls. These aren’t
harmless playthings. They have a real, malignant power to
inflict upon us great spiritual harm—and at times may even
open us up to more overt and frightening demonic attacks.
They are truly a poison to our souls and a wicked hook by
which Satan takes ahold of us. Therefore, for our own sake we
should carefully avoid such things, remembering that our
adversary “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

And, furthermore, we should remember that we Christians
have a duty to glorify God’s name and to witness to Christ in
every aspect of our lives. We are, as Jesus says, “the light of
the world” (Matthew 5:14). So we should ask: What
impression would it give if a Christian were to fill his yard with
disturbing images of gore? What would people think if a
Christian were to dress up in a costume that gives children
nightmares? Would that glorify God’s name? Is that in keeping
with the nature of Christ? Even more, what message would it
send to this world if a Christian were to take part in a satanic
ritual, even if just for fun? Here, we must keep in mind Paul’s

serious admonition, “What fellowship has light with
darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).

Therefore, when it comes to celebrating Halloween, we
Christians should be careful not to go too far or get too
carried away. We shouldn’t decorate our house or yard with
gratuitously violent, stomach-turning displays. We shouldn’t
wear costumes that are inappropriate or overly gory. In fact, I
would even caution against watching those horror movies
that are excessively and purposefully gruesome, for even
there the devil poisons our souls. But most of all, we should
never take part in any satanic arts. For instance, if our friends
want to play with a Ouija board, we shouldn’t join in. If people
at work want to hold a séance to consult the dead (even a
“pretend” one), we should avoid it. If we happen to run into a
medium or a fortune-teller, we shouldn’t engage them in their
occult practices. In other words, we Christians must be
especially attentive on Halloween to guard both our souls and
our Christian witness; for us, not everything goes.

However, at the same time, I would say this: if we don’t
take things too far, and are simply having fun in a wholesome
way, then we Christians are free to celebrate this holiday with
a clear conscience. It’s important to note that in our context,
Halloween is not in and of itself a satanic, ungodly tradition.
In fact, it used to be called “All Hallows’ Eve” and was an
unofficial part of the church year, being the evening before All
Saints’ Day. And even today, though the holiday no longer
carries any Christian connotation, it still isn’t necessarily
ungodly. Rather, it is largely understood as little more than an
opportunity for children to have fun, get candy, and wear
costumes.

Additionally, we should remember that our Lord has
defeated Satan and, although we must be on our guard
against him, we don’t need to fear him. He has been bound by
Christ (Mark 3:27). He has been judged (John 16:11). In our
Lord’s death and resurrection, He has been cast out (John
12:31). The offspring of the woman has crushed his head
(Genesis 3:15). So we Christians can confidently laugh in his
presence, scorn his threats, and even make a mockery of his
wickedness. As Luther says in his famous hymn, A Mighty
Fortress (which is—coincidentally—the Hymn of the Day for
October 31, for, besides Halloween, this date is also
Reformation Day), “This world’s prince may still scowl fierce
as he will, he can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is
done; one little word can fell him” (LSB 656).



4

A potluck will be held
with Peace Lutheran

      On Sunday, November 10 starting
at 12:30 p.m., St. Mark’s will be
hosting a Potluck “Mixer” in our
Fellowship Hall and the members of
Peace Lutheran have been invited
and will be bringing food also. The

purpose of the Potluck is for the members of both congrega-
tions to start getting to know each other as the Merger
Exploration Committee researches the feasibility of St. Mark’s
merging with Peace. There will not be a food sign-up sheet for
this event. Just bring whatever dish you’d like to pass. Please
plan to attend if you are able, and we look forward to seeing
everyone there!

All are welcome to attend our
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service

On Wednesday, November 27 we will be holding our
annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service. On this day, we will
gather in the presence of God to reflect upon His many
blessings and give sincere thanks to Him for them all. We will
be singing several of your favorite hymns of praise, hearing
God’s Word of blessing, and lifting up our hearts to our Lord
in prayer. The service will begin at 7 p.m.

Please join us! This is a great way to begin your
Thanksgiving holiday!

Also, the people of Peace Lutheran Church will be invited
to this service, so it will be a good opportunity to get to know
them as well! We look forward to seeing you there!

Sign up soon for the
Every One His Witness Workshop!

It is the privilege of every Christian to witness to Christ in
their daily lives. But for many of us, that is an intimidating
thought.

Therefore, on Saturday, December 14, we will be holding a
training program at St. Mark’s called Every One His Witness.
This program was developed by the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and its purpose is to train us—as both
pastors and laypeople—to share the Gospel with others in our
daily vocations.

We already held this program at St. Mark’s once this year,
and those who attended will surely tell you just how valuable
and helpful it was! So if you haven’t gone through it before,
please plan to do so now!

The program will take the form of an all-day workshop led
by Pastor Vergin. We will begin at 9 a.m. and will end no later
than 5 p.m. Lunch will be provided. A sign-up sheet will be
available soon. Spots are limited, so reserve your place
quickly! We hope to see you there!

Semi-Annual Voters’
Meeting is coming up

St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Voters’
Meeting will take place this year on
Sunday, December 1, directly following the
Divine Service. We encourage all of our
church members, ages 18+, to attend.

Items on the Agenda will include
financial reporting, traditional board reports, the approval of a
2020 budget, and elections for 2020 positions.

Please make plans now to attend this important meeting!
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—is having health issues.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs extra prayers for health and family.
John Freeman—needs extra prayers for health issues.
Barbara Jewell—is having back issues and undergoing tests.
Barbara Katterman—is having memory issues.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Angela & Jason Peters—need extra prayers.
Kay Reynolds—needs prayers for health issues.
Frank Salo—needs extra prayers.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Dorothy Vermeersch—has been dealing with vertigo issues.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Larry & Lori Whitehead—need prayers for safe travels.
Sharon Williams—is battling cancer.
Acquaintance of St. Mark’s, Sharley Campbell’s daughter,

LeAnne—needs prayers to successfully battle alcoholism.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—is having multiple

health problems.
Joan Freeman’s mom, Betty Sampson—cancer has

metastasized to her brain.
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Diane—is battling

esophageal cancer; prognosis is 3-6 months.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s mother, Lillian—fell and broker

her hip; might be having mini strokes.
Barbara Jewell’s neighborhood friend, Joanne English—has

throat cancer; might need neck surgery.
Glenn Jewell’s co-worker, Reed—fell and cracked his pelvis;

had a mini stroke; had a stent put in his heart.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s neighbor, Marilyn—health is

failing and she doesn’t believe in Jesus. Praying that she’ll
come to faith before it’s too late.

The LoCascio’s acquaintance, Ann Tupiak—is suffering
greatly from cancer; is undergoing treatment.

The LoCascio’s acquaintance, Ron Valko—is battling Stage 4
lung cancer; prognosis with chemo is only 2 years.

Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—is battling cancer
and heart issues; is hospitalized.

Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling
cancer.

The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)
grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—recovering from back

surgery.
Jason Peters’ sister, Jocelyn Peters—needs prayers for

difficulties in her life.
Jason Peters’ dad and his girlfriend, Sandy Baird & Karl

Peters—need prayers for difficulties in their lives.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is

(continued next column)

battling breast cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—has health

issues.
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke.
Former St. Mark’s member, Tony Pauza—recovering from hip

replacement surgery.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—has health issues.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

bleed.
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance.
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—is recovering from medical

issues.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that

she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra

prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—diagnosed

with Autism.
Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.
Matt Zavada (whose father, Ray, works at the LCMS Michigan
District)—is improving following skin grafts, but wound on his
foot is slower to heal.

ON-GOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a very

serious car accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—is recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Rebecca Chipps—is

recovering from a mastectomy; still needs radiation
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
The LoCascio’s sister-in-law, Leslie Tippett—is recovering from

surgery
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia

List—are ill
Cindy Parks’ friends, Sheila, Mary, and Linda—all are battling

breast cancer
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical issues
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
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November Birthdays
  3 John Freeman
  5 Tom LoCascio
  7 Ellen Rentola
11 Laura Benson
13 Jean Swainson
14 Cassidee Lockwood
19 Larry Whitehead
22 Grace Hurley, Matt Maier
25 Kim Allen

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in September.

Memorials (in memory of Sue Franklin):
Julie & Kari Kosmalski.
Missionary Work of Pr. Mahlburg: Frank
& Nancy Salo.
St. Paul Lutheran’s Dinner: Frank &
Nancy Salo.
Thrivent Choice Dollars: Thisvi Steiger

November Anniversaries
14 Rudy & Ellen Rentola 5th

Transferred to a sister congregation:
Scott & Lori Steward to Shepherd of
the Hills Lutheran Church, Crossville,
Tennessee, on October 14.

Please remember these
folks in your prayers

Those shown below have lost loved
ones this past month. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.

 The Kwasnik family as Tom
LoCascio’s sister-in-law’s father, Tom
Kwasnik, passed away on October
22.

SPECIAL

November’s special
birthday wishes

We wish the Lord’s richest blessings
upon Jean Swainson and Kim Allen this
month as they celebrate special “decade
birthdays” (we can’t say which ones
though!) on November 13 and 25,
respectively.

May your special birthdays be just
as wonderful as you are!

Church Office will be
closed for holiday

Our Church Office will be closed for
the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday
and Friday, November 28 & 29.

Have a blessed Thanksgiving,
everyone!

Daylight Saving Time
ends on November 3

This year, Daylight Saving Time ends
on Sunday, November 3. Be sure to turn
your clocks back one hour that morning
and take advantage of some extra sleep!
Plus, it will help you get to church on time
instead of an hour early!
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In attendance: Tom LoCascio, Pastor Vergin, Debbie LoCascio, Sharon Williams, John Reardon,
Mandy Vergin,  Gail Hardy, and Nancy McInnis.

Summarized Council Meeting
Minutes from October 15, 2019

(Continued next column)

Called to order at 7:29 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor – Acts 16:6-10

No additions to agenda. Debbie LoCascio made a motion to
accept the agenda. Mandy Vergin seconded. Motion carried.

Darryl Swainson arrived at 7:38 p.m.

Previous minutes submitted per Nancy McInnis. Mandy
Vergin made a motion to accept the minutes. Sharon Williams
seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report per Debbie LoCascio (Kari Kosmalski not
in attendance) – The income through September was $108,000
and expenses were $110,000.

Financial Secretary’s Report, Parish Report and Church
Calendar per Debbie LoCascio – We had one outgoing
member due to transfer.  The church office will be closed on
Thanksgiving and the day after.  Pastor will be hunting on
November 14, 15 and 16. September was a pretty good month
for us, financially.

Vice President’s Report per John Reardon – nothing new on
the Equality Act.  He passed out an article titled: Christians
Don’t Need Government Backing to Succeed in Public or
Private Life.

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin
• Confirmation has begun for Jay and Sophie.

• Upcoming special services – Reformation Day Oct. 27,
All Saints Nov. 3 and Thanksgiving Eve Nov. 27

• The weekly Gate worship service will conclude in a
couple weeks until next year.

• Beginning catechism with visitor, Kim Olsen.

Public Relations - Sue was not in attendance.

Human Resources – Debbie LoCascio to get blank copies of
the employee evaluation forms to Tom for distribution to
reviewers.

BOARD REPORTS
LWML - Craft Show - Gail Hardy needs to know if St. Mark’s
will have a table (Gospel Outreach). Yes, they will have a table.

Parish Fellowship per Sharon Williams – Fall Harvest Potluck
coming up on October 27. No sign up sheet – bring whatever
you want.

Properties
• We got a check from the insurance company for the

cracked window less the $50 deductible.
• Pastor’s neighbor does tree removal. He volunteered his

time to remove whatever needs to come down. He will
come on October 20 to do this.

• The boiler stopped working but Tom was able to get it
started. He had to raise the set point and light the pilot
and it is working fine now.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Merger Exploration Committee Update – the committee has
been put together. Volunteers from St. Mark’s include:

Pastor Vergin
Tom LoCascio
John Reardon
Karen Kaufman
Nancy McInnis

Their next meeting will be at St. Mark’s on October 22, 2019.
Pastor contacted the MI District to get them involved from the
beginning. We are trying to schedule a meeting with the
Merge Committee and Dr. Kasper, the contact from District.
Tom LoCascio talked to Shadow of the Cross in Farmington
Hills which used to be St. Paul’s (where he and Debbie came
from). He spoke to the person who worked on their merge
committee to get some information.

No updates on the budget.  Please give your 2020 budget
numbers to Debbie no later than November 18.

Next meeting will be a Business Meeting on November 19 at
7:30 p.m.

Mandy Vergin made a motion to adjourn.  John Reardon
seconded it. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Community Trunk-or-Treat
was held on October 19

On Saturday, October 19, we held our third annual
Community Trunk-or-Treat, and—thanks be to God—
everything went extremely well!

The event was attended by almost 30 children, many of
whom had never been to St. Mark’s before. There were all
kinds of different games and activities set up for them to play,
and they all had a lot of fun. They also decorated some
delicious cookies, painted/decorated pumpkins, and then—to
top it all off—went trick-or-treating among the cars in our
parking lot (which were all creatively decorated).

Special thanks to everyone who helped with this event:
those who donated items, those who volunteered, and those
who decorated their cars and handed out candy! We couldn’t
have done it without you!

By God’s grace this event has been growing well, and it is
proving to be a great way for us to connect with our
community and build relationships for the sake of the
kingdom. We look forward to continuing to serve our
community in many different ways, as God gives us the
ability! (See our Facebook page for pictures of this event.)

Volunteers are needed
for 2020 board positions

We are now accepting nominations for
open board positions for 2020. Would you
consider serving on a board? The open
positions include:

Board of Gospel Outreach
Board of Human Care
Board of Parish Fellowship
Board of Properties
Board of Family & Youth

If interested, we invite you to let Pastor Vergin know no
later than November 15.

Merger Committee Update
By: Tom LoCascio

Our Merger Exploration Committee has
been hard at work this past month gathering
information regarding a possible merge
between St. Mark’s and Peace Lutheran Church, Waterford. The
committee positions have all been filled now, and the list of
current committee members include:

From Peace:
Pastor Tkac (current Pastor)
Pastor Merrell (Pastor Emeritus)
Bill Krueger (President)
Bob Poe (Vice President)

From St. Mark’s:
Pastor Vergin (current Pastor)
Tom LoCascio (President)
John Reardon (Vice President)
Karen Kaufman (Board of Human Care)
Nancy McInnis (Council’s Recording Secretary)

The committee has started to gather information on each
congregation’s constitution, bylaws, budget, election slate,
assets, etc. They also met with members from two area LCMS
congregations (in Flint and Farmington Hills) that have recently
gone through mergers of their own, and were able to learn about
their merger process, explore some pitfalls, discover timelines,
etc.

The Merger Exploration Committee met on Tuesday, October
22 to start discussing what they had researched to date. Next,
they will be meeting with Dr. Rob Kasper, our congregational
facilitator, from the Michigan District on Tuesday, October 29 at
7 p.m. Dr. Kasper has facilitated several congregation mergers
within the Michigan District and will, no doubt, provide the
committee with valuable information and guidance.

While the Merger Exploration Committee is busy
researching the nuts and bolts of a possible merger, events have
been scheduled to encourage the two congregations to get to
know one another. On Saturday, November 9, men from both
Peace Lutheran and St. Mark’s will be meeting at Peace for a
combined Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast starting at 9 a.m. Then
on Sunday, November 10, starting at 12:30 p.m., St. Mark’s will
be hosting a Potluck Mixer where the members of Peace will also
bring food to pass as everyone gathers to enjoy a delicious meal
and good conversation.

Please be sure to keep the Merger Exploration Committee,
and all the members of Peace and St. Mark’s, in your prayers as
our two congregations consider possibly joining together as
one.
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Waterford) and will continue our study of the book of Acts.
Breakfast will be provided by Peace.

We’d love to have you there! This is a great opportunity
to gather as men of God around His holy Word and to be
formed together in the image of Christ! Please remember your
Bible!

Bible Studies
(Continued from Page 2)

Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

St. Mark’s to assist Open Door with
Adopt-A-Family Christmas program

St. Mark’s Board of Human Care is working with the Open
Door Outreach Center in Waterford again this year to help
with their Adopt-A-Family Christmas program. There are three
ways that our congregation can assist in this effort:

• As a congregation, we will sponsor 1 family. A wish list,
completed by the family, will be given to us. This list will
then be posted and we ask that those who’d like to help
sign up next to the item to be purchased. Then return it to
church no later than December 19. Gift receipts included
with your donation(s) are a good idea when sizes are
involved.

• All sponsors are asked to drop off their gifts to the Open
Door on December 17, 18 and 19. St. Mark’s will pick up
these items from the Open Door during that time and
bring them back to our building for distribution to
families. If anyone would like to help with this, a sign-up
sheet will be posted in the near future.

• Recipients of the gifts will be told to pick up their gifts at
St. Mark’s on Saturday, December 21 between the hours
of 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will be seeking
help during these times for check-in and distribution of
the gifts. Again, please look for the sign-up sheet to
appear if you’d like to help.

Thanks so much for your support!

Gail Hardy & Karen Kaufman
Board of Human Care

Thanks to those who
helped at Fall Clean-Up

On Sunday, October 6, at least a
dozen volunteers stayed after church to
help prepare St. Mark’s for the winter
season. Several ladies washed the pews, others bagged small
branches and leaves from under our trees, storm windows
were installed, etc. Near the end of the event, lunch was
served to all our volunteers.

Thanks so much to everyone who helped with this event!
We always say that St. Mark’s has the most awesome
volunteers! To see photos from the clean-up, see St. Mark’s
Facebook page.

Therefore, we Christians should feel free to celebrate
Halloween, provided we do so in a good way and don’t take
things too far. Yes, we can give out candy. Yes, we can
decorate our homes. Yes, we can dress up in costumes. Yes,
Christian businesses can host Halloween parties. Yes,
churches can hold Trunk-or-Treats for their community. For
the devil has been defeated, and we’re simply having fun.
Here, the words of Paul can certainly put any troubled hearts
at ease: “To the pure, all things are pure” (Titus 1:15).

So if you want to celebrate Halloween, feel free to do so.
Have fun. Enjoy the company of others. Eat some candy. Give
thanks to God. Just be careful as you do not to compromise
your Christian witness or endanger your soul.
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A peep from the VEEP
by John Reardon, Vice President of St. Mark’s

READY?

Always be prepared to make a defense to any who calls you
to account for the hope that is in you… (1 Peter 3:15).

There are a number of ways we can “be prepared” to
defend our faith. Of course, knowing and understanding
scripture is by far the best way and we do this by hearing and
reading God’s Word at church, in Bible study and in our own
study.

But there are additional resources available to help us
better understand how God’s Word impacts our daily living
and to be ready when others assert false facts or question the
truth of the Bible.

Here are some:
• Lutheran Hour Ministries: has an array of written

material as well as some well-produced DVD study
programs. Go to https://lhm.org.

• Concordia Publishing House: offers a vast array of
books and written material for devotions, children’s
books, cultural issues, theology and Lutheran history.
Go to https://www.cph.org.

One of the ways that satan (I won’t capitalize his name)
uses to discredit God’s Word is by causing us to question it.
Today this is very pronounced through the false science of
evolution, helped in large part by the media and school
teachings. Studies have shown that many people, especially
youth, have left the church because they don’t believe in the
Book of Genesis.

You can defeat much of this nonsense by showing that
God’s word is truth, that real science actually supports the
accounts found in the Bible of Creation and the Flood. A
couple of resources to prepare us in defending the truth of
God’s Word are:

• Answers in Genesis: is the world’s largest apologetics
ministry and parent ministry of the Creation Museum
and the Ark Encounter. They offer a free monthly
magazine (AnswersInside) that contains articles, books
and DVD resources, and seminars. Go to https://
Answersingenesis.org.

• Top Ten Proofs: Christian talk radio host Bob Dutko
has created a series of CD programs that explain, based
on biblical accounts and truthful science, that the
information found in the Bible is absolutely sound and
reinforces our belief that God created this world. He
provides facts and scientific proof (as well as
references) of Creation, the Flood, and of Christ’s death
and resurrection. Go to toptenproofs.com.

WE ARE SEEKING VIDEO TECHNICIANS – We definitely need
a few more video technicians to record Pastor’s sermons on
Sunday mornings during the Divine Service. These videos are
then uploaded to St. Mark’s Facebook page by Pastor. You don’t
need any video recording knowledge for this job as it is super
easy to do, and it only requires that you sit in the choir loft for
about 20 minutes during the sermon. Please consider helping
out on our video team! If interested, see Pastor Vergin.

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR
OUTREACH CENTER – We will continue to receive hygiene &
toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the
bottom of the sanctuary stairs where you can place product
donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that
assists needy families in the Lakes Area. They are always in
need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you can provide any of
these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.

“WELCOME BASKET” OUTREACH PROGRAM – Our Board
of Gospel Outreach has expanded their Welcome Basket program
to include not only the neighborhood behind church, but also
the Golf Manor Subdivision as well. Anyone who would like to
help offset the cost of these baskets can place their donation in
a pink envelope (found in the pew racks), write “Welcome
Baskets” on the front, and place the envelope into our offering
plates. An example of a filled basket is now located on the shelf
at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs.

LUTHERFEST 2019 - Lutherfest 2019 is coming up on Sunday,
November 3 at 4 p.m. and will be held at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, 800 S. Military Street in Dearborn. Led by the director of
the Michigan-Ohio Lutheran Chorale, Mr. Erwin Aufdemberge
will feature great hymns of our Lutheran tradition performed by
the Chorale, a massed choir of several local congregational choirs,
along with brass and other instruments.

EYEGLASS AND POSTAGE STAMP DONATIONS – The small,
plastic bins used to collect eyeglasses for M.O.S.T. Ministries,
and postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translators, are located
on the bookshelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs.
M.O.S.T. Ministries (Mission Opportunities Short Term) provides
recycled eyeglasses to people living in developing nations
around the world. Wycliffe provides Bibles that are written in
peoples’ native languages so that they can fully understand
God’s Word and, hopefully, come to faith in Christ. Used postage
stamps should be cut out with ¼” of space around them and
placed into the donation bin so they can be mailed to Wycliffe
once a year and sold on auction websites. The proceeds are
used to help with Bible translation projects.
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

Homemade quilts
donated to LWR

Several ladies from our
congregation worked together to
make almost 20 quilts for Lutheran
World Relief (LWR). The quilts
were then delivered to a LWR drop-
off point on October 12 for
shipping around the world to needy families.

Imagine the comfort and care someone will feel when they
snuggle under a homemade quilt. Useful for shielding against
the cold and rain, and for warm bedding, quilts can also be
purposed as simple tents, floor coverings, or a wrap to hold a
baby on a mother’s back. In a simple combination of fabric and
thread, our church is reaching out to people in their time of
greatest need with a strong message of hope – that these folks
are not alone. What a blessing it is to be able to serve the less
fortunate in this way!

Thanks, quilters, for all your diligence and creativity that
was sewn in to each quilt you made. For photos of the quilts, see
St. Mark’s Facebook page.
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Sunday Divine Service:  9:30 a.m. PAGE 11

Sunday Adult Bible Class:10:45 a.m.

Sunday School (Sept. - May): 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast: First Saturday/month at 9 a.m.

Wednesday Worship: "The Gate" 7 p.m. (the Wed. after Easter through mid-Nov.)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1  All Saints' Day 2
 9am Craft Show/Bake Sale

  

  4pm Confirmation Class B  

 

 

3  All Saints' Day (obs.) 4 5  Election Day 6 7 8 9
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS Pastor's Day Off  10am Quilting Bee 9am Men's Bible Study

Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien  at Peace Lutheran

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.  

10:45am Adult Bible Class  4pm Confirmation Cls. A  4pm Confirmation Class B

10:45am Sunday School

  7pm - Bd. Of Elders' Mtg.   

10  21st Sunday after Trinity 11  Veteran's Day 12 13 14 15 16
Elder on Duty: Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off  

9:30am Divine Service     

10:45am Adult Bible Class Pastor out of office in p.m.  DEADLINE TO SUBMIT

10:45am Sunday School 4pm Confirmation Cls. A NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

12:30 Mixer Potluck here with  

    members from Peace Lutheran   4pm Confirmation Class B  

17  22nd Sunday after Trinity18 19 20 21 22 23
Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service   10am Quilting Bee DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.

10:45am Adult Bible Class Pastor out of office in p.m.

10:45am Sunday School  4pm Confirmation Cls. A 4pm Confirmation Class B  

  

  7:30pm Council Meeting    

24  Last Sun. in Church Yr. 25 26 27 28  Thanksgiving Day 29 30
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off  

9:30am Divine Service   Church Office closed Church Office closed

10:45am Adult Bible Class  Pastor out of office in p.m.  

10:45am Sunday School 7pm-Thanksgiving Eve

  Worship Service

ACOLYTES: GREETERS: VIDEO TECHS:

ALTAR GUILD: Jennie Kaufman   3  TBD   3 Cindy Parks   3  Tom LoCascio 3  John Reardon

COUNTERS:  Debbie LoCascio & Nancy Salo 10  Sophie Hurley 10 Jennie/Karen Kaufman 10  Jim O'Bien 10 & 17  Scott Miller

17  Grace Hurley 17 Julie/Kari Kosmalski 17  Tom LoCascio 24  Tom Kaufman

24  Jay Anderson 24 Gail Fitzgerald 24  Jim O'Brien  

USHERS:

Pastor out of the office

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


