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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we observe Palm/Passion Sunday. On this day, we remember first our Lord’s 

“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem, where He was welcomed joyously by the people with 

palm branches and loud shouts of “Hosanna.” We then remember our Lord’s Passion, 

that is, His suffering and death, by which He redeemed us from sin, death, and the power 

of the devil. This day marks the beginning of the Church’s observance of Holy Week. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that 

your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
A NOTE ABOUT PALM/PASSION SUNDAY: 
The service of Palm/Passion Sunday, beginning with the procession of palms, reflects the 

contrasting attitudes toward Jesus that were on display during the days leading up to His 

crucifixion. “Palm Sunday” is named after the palms that were spread before Jesus as 

He entered Jerusalem. The acclamation of the people, “Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,” clearly reveals that they hailed Jesus 

as the messianic king. Yet only days later, our Lord would hear the cry “Crucify!” This 

contrast is reflected on this day as the joy of His triumphal entry into Jerusalem gives 

way to the somber remembrance of His passion. The extended reading from the passion 

narrative sets before the faithful all that our Lord did on our behalf. Thus the Church is 

prepared to enter Holy Week—the most important week of the entire Church Year. 
 

Following the historical pattern of Holy Week, Holy Communion will not be celebrated at 

this morning’s service. Instead, the congregation will gather to celebrate Holy 

Communion on Maundy Thursday, the day when it was first instituted by our Lord. 

 

 



Announcements/Welcome 
 
Random Ringing of Bells Adult Bell Choir 

The random ringing of handbells before today’s service serves two purposes: 1) It 

announces the beginning of the service; 2) On Palm/Passion Sunday, it represents the joyous 

and triumphal entry of our Lord Jesus into Jerusalem.  

 

 
Procession of Palms 

 

All stand and face the processional cross at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 
Collect  

P Let us pray. Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their 

hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, 

grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go 

forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that 

leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Holy Gospel Mark 11:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1When they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village in front of 

you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 

sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The 

Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4And they went away and 

found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those 

standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6And they told them 

what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 

their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9And those who went before and 



those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. 

 
Processional Hymn: 442 All Glory, Laud and Honor 

During the Procession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in reverence to 

Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew. Also, you’re invited to wave 

your palm frond during the refrain of the hymn below as you play the part of the crowd on 

the day that Jesus entered triumphantly into His royal city. 
  

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 



After all have arrived at their places, Pastor says:. 

 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 

 

While the crucifix is being re-veiled, a time of silence is observed to highlight the contrast 

between Jesus' triumphal entry and His passion. 
 
Collect of the Day   

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully 

grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made 

partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ  
drawn from the Gospel of Mark, Chapters 14 & 15 

 

(see today’s purple insert for a printout of the Readings) 

 
Pastoral Address – Introduction to the Passion of our Lord 

 
Hymn: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now st. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 



Reading I - The Anointing of Our Lord and The Last Supper (Mark 14:1-25) 
 

Hymn: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now st. 2 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Reading II – Our Lord Prays in Gethsemane (Mark 14:26-42) 
 
Hymn: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
 

3. Yes, O Lord, not thus alone 

  Make me see Your passion, 

 But its cause to me make known 

  And its termination. 

 Ah! I also and my sin 

  Wrought Your deep affliction; 

 This indeed the cause has been 

  Of Your crucifixion. 

 
Reading III – Our Lord Is Betrayed and Tried (Mark 14:43-72) 



Hymn: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
 

4. Grant that I Your passion view 

  With repentant grieving. 

 Let me not bring shame to You 

  By unholy living. 

 How could I refuse to shun 

  Ev’ry sinful pleasure 

 Since for me God’s only Son 

  Suffered without measure? 

 
Reading IV – Our Lord Stands before Pilate (Mark 15:1-20) 

 

Hymn: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
 

5. If my sins give me alarm 

  And my conscience grieve me, 

 Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

  Peace of conscience give me. 

 Help me see forgiveness won 

  By Your holy passion. 

 If for me He slays His Son, 

  God must have compassion! 

 
Reading V – Our Lord is Crucified and Buried (Mark 15:21-47) 

 
Hymn: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
  

6. Graciously my faith renew; 

  Help me bear my crosses, 

 Learning humbleness from You, 

  Peace mid pain and losses. 

 May I give you love for love! 

  Hear me, O my Savior, 

 That I may in heav’n above 

  Sing Your praise forever. 



 
 

Apostles' Creed 
(The Apostles’ Creed is used during Lent)  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 

 

Brief silence 

 

For the Holy Church as she embarks on the holiest week of the Church Year, that she 

may be defended against the assaults of Satan, boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified, 

and behold her King coming to her through His holy Word and Sacraments, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For our Christian lives, that we be granted faithfulness in times of temptation, forgiveness 

when we fall, a humble love for all our brothers and sisters in Christ, reconciliation with 

those from whom we are alienated, and boldness to confess the faith we have in Christ, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the members of this congregation, that trusting in Him who gave Himself humbly as 

a sacrifice for us, we would also humbly give ourselves in service to Him and to the 



people of this world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who live without faith in Christ, that the Holy Spirit would call them to 

repentance and grant them a confident trust in the King who comes in the name of the 

Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For those stricken by disease; for those enduring famine and natural disasters; for those in 

bondage; and for those who are sick, shut-in, recovering or have any need, [especially for 

those who have requested our prayers, including ______________,] that our heavenly 

Father would hear their pleas, meet their needs, relieve their suffering and lead them to 

rejoice in Him who never fails us in our time of need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who have departed this vale of tears in faith and now sleep in Jesus, let us give 

thanks to the Lord; that He would shepherd us in that same faith until our last hour, 

bringing us, with them, into His Kingdom when the last trumpet sounds and every knee 

bows at His name, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

NOTE REGARDING THE OFFERING – Offering plates are located at the sanctuary exit 

doors where you may leave your offering as you depart today. 
 



Offertory  Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 



Concluding Collect 
P Let us pray. Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son, but 

delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so 

fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction  Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 



Closing Hymn: 454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle   
 

Stanza 3 - Choir   
  

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

© 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012800. 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 3/28 Palm Sunday 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Mon. 3/29 Pastor’s Day Off 

  Handbell Practice 7:00 p.m., Choir Loft 

 

Wed. 3/31 Choir Practice 7:00 p.m., Choir Loft 

 

Thu. 4/1 Maundy Thursday Divine Service 7 p.m. 

 

Fri. 4/2 Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers Service 7 p.m. 

 

Sat. 4/3 Youth Handbell Practice 10:00 a.m. 

  

Sun. 4/4 The Resurrection of our Lord (Easter Sunday) 

 Divine Services 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 a.m. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

OUR EFFORTS TO HELP MITIGATE CORONAVIRUS – Here’s what you can expect for 

our Sunday morning Divine Services: 

1. Hand sanitizer will be available on the table in the entryway. The usher will give each 

communicant a squirt of hand sanitizer before Communion, and sanitizer will be sitting 

on small tables in the side altar rooms for your use following Communion. 

2. We ask that people wear masks when moving about the building. 

3. Certain pews will be closed to maintain spacing between congregants. 

4. The “Sharing of the Peace,” the passing of offering plates, and the common cup will be 

temporarily suspended. 

5. Holy Communion will be distributed at the altar, but in smaller groups (the Pastor and 

elder will wear masks during distribution). 

Please note that due to technology and time limitations, our online services will now be 

recorded on Sundays, so the services will not be available online until later Sunday afternoon 

or early the next week. Thank you for your gracious cooperation and your flexibility! 

 



SATURDAY EVENING DIVINE SERVICES – St. Mark’s is now temporarily offering a 

“socially-distanced” Saturday evening Divine Service at 6:30 p.m. for those congregants who 

are still waiting on receiving the COVID-19 vaccine, or have other special circumstances. This 

will be a shorter, simpler service, about 30-40 minutes in length, during which we will take 

extraordinary precautions regarding COVID-19 (wearing masks for the entire service, 

maintaining significant spacing between households, no singing, receiving Holy Communion in 

the pews, etc.). We hope our members and friends will rededicate themselves to attending either 

the Saturday or Sunday Divine Service as worshiping together is essential!  

 

PRIVATE VISITS WITH PASTOR: During this time of COVID-19, some of our church 

members might feel it’s better in their personal situations to wait a bit longer before returning to 

church. And we totally understand. Because of this, Pastor Vergin will continue to post an 

abbreviated version of our worship service online. Pastor is also available for private pastoral 

visits where Holy Communion will be given individually and COVID-19 safety precautions 

will be used (these can be held either at your home or at the church). Please call the church 

office if you would like to schedule a private visit with Pastor. 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THESE HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES – It is now Holy Week 

one of the most important times of the church year as we focus on Jesus’ saving work on the 

cross for the forgiveness of the world’s sins. We hope that you will make plans now to come 

worship with your family and friends during these upcoming Holy Week services: 

 April 1 – Maundy Thursday Divine Service at 7 p.m. 

 April 2 – Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers at 7 p.m. 

 April 4 – The Resurrection of our Lord (Easter) Divine Services at 8:30 & 

10:30 a.m.  

In between our two Easter worship services, there will be a Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

outdoors (weather permitting), or indoors if the weather doesn’t cooperate. Please join us! 

 

RECEIVING MONETARY DONATIONS FOR PROPERTY UPGRADES - As you think 

about how you might use your recent stimulus money, please consider—as an act of 

thanksgiving to God and an expression of faith—donating a certain percentage to St. Mark's to 

help us complete the property upgrades that were a part of our "New Beginnings" plan from last 

year. This will help advance our ministry to our community, while promoting a good first 

impression to visitors. Very soon, special offering envelopes will be available for this initiative, 

as well as a list of intended upgrades. Please prayerfully consider donating! 

 

IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community 

Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation 

will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of 

what you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and 

we hope you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s 

Bonus Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In 

order to locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much! 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


THE NEXT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY WILL OCCUR ON APRIL 10 – Attention Men of St. 

Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study will be held on Saturday, April 10. We will gather from 

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be provided, and we will be 

continuing our study of the book of Acts. We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity 

to be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ! 

 

SERVING DINNER AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN, PONTIAC – On Wednesday, April 28, 

volunteers will be needed to help serve dinner to the members and neighborhood friends of St. 

Paul Lutheran Church in Pontiac. Watch for a sign-up sheet soon with additional information 

and where you can also sign up to donate food for this event.  

 

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs 

where you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists 

needy families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so 

if you can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 

 

DONATIONS FOR THE INVISIBLE DAD LUNCH PROGRAM - The Invisible Dad lunch 

program was started a few years ago by a dad whose children attend Keith Elementary. The 

program keeps extra money in the school’s Invisible Dad Lunch Fund so that if a student’s 

personal lunch account falls too low, or if a student forgets to bring a lunch (or can’t afford to 

bring a lunch), money is available for them to have the same lunch as other students at no cost. 

This saves the student the embarrassment of being offered just a sandwich wrap and/or 

cheese/cracker package (the state mandated free items that the school can provide). St. Mark’s 

will continue to receive any loose change you might like to donate toward this program for next 

year. A clear, glass jar continues to be located on the table at the back of the sanctuary where 

you can drop any extra change or bills you might have.  

 

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation 

Ministries, and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at 

the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses 

the proceeds to fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries 

repairs/refurbishes used eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around 

the world. If you donate postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper 

around the stamp so that the stamp isn’t damaged. Thank you.  

 





SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 
 

Acolyte TBD 

Altar Guild Cathy Fitzgerald 

Elder on Duty Tom LoCascio 

Greeter(s) Sharon Williams 

Offering Counters Barbara Jewell & TBD 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter Chris Gerard 

Usher Matt Maier 

Video Technician Karen Kaufman 

 

Adult Choir: 

Charlie Powell 

Lexi Powell  

Debbie Sidelinker 

Mandy Vergin 

Sharon Williams 

 

Adult Handbell Choir: 

Barb Allen 

Kim Allen 

Grace Hurley 

Sophie Hurley 

Karen Kaufman 

Nancy McInnis 

Debbie Sidelinker 

Mandy Vergin 

 

Youth Handbell Choir: 

Dante Hilton 

Gabriel Peters 

Jaxson Reynolds 

Evy Vergin 


