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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we observe the First Sunday in Advent. On this day, as we enter into a new church 

year, we begin a time of waiting—waiting for the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

comes to us by His birth in Bethlehem, through His Word and Sacraments, and in divine 

glory on the Last Day. This holy time of waiting is marked by humble repentance and a 

joyous anticipation of Jesus’ salvation, which He brings to us when He comes. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your experience 

among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy 

Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in 

doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this 

sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us 

the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 
  



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
Sharing of the Peace 

Those who wish may stand and share Christ's Peace with one another by offering a 

handshake and the words, "Christ's peace be with you." 

 



Hymn of Invocation: 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 25:4–5, 21–22; antiphon: vv. 1–3a 
P To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

  O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame. 

C Let not my enemies exult over me. 

  Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame. 
 

P Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

  teach me your paths. 

C Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

  for you I wait all the day long. 

P May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

  for I wait for you. 

C Redeem Israel, O God, 

  out of all his troubles. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

  O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame. 

C Let not my enemies exult over me. 

  Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame. 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 

be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:5–8 

 5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

 7“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no 

longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of 

Egypt,’ 8but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of 

Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ 

Then they shall dwell in their own land.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 25:3–4 
P None who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

  they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

  teach me your paths. 
 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the 

day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

  

 
  

 1When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them 

to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will 

send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 



 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the 

colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest!” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
Children's Message 

 
Hymn of the Day: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and 

crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make 

whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

Sit 
Offering 

During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your 

pew. 

 

Stand 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

  

Brief silence 

  

P Heavenly Father, as we enter into a new Church Year, fill us with Your Spirit, that we 

might lift up our hearts to You. Help us to know Your ways, lead us in Your truth, 

and open our eyes to see Your Son, our King, as He comes to us in humility to bring 

to us forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Gracious Father, bless all pastors, that they would never tire of preaching Jesus Christ 

as the Branch of David come to be our righteousness and salvation; continue to fill 

Your vineyard with faithful servants, and inspire us all to proclaim Christ in our daily 

lives, that all people would hear this Good News. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy 

Spirit, that we may put away selfishness and greed, seeking to love and serve others 

as You have loved and served us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty Father, keep this nation under Your care and bless the leaders of our land, 

that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations 

of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Loving Father, look with mercy upon all those who are sick or suffering in any way 

[especially_______________]. Ensure that they receive the care they need, and 

strengthen their faith, that they might hold fast to the sure and certain promises they 

have in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P O Lord, our God, Ruler of the Church, bless our congregation as well as our brothers 

and sisters at Peace Lutheran Church in Waterford, as we explore a possible merger 

for the sake of the Gospel. Guide our discussions, give us faithful and humble hearts, 

fill us with wisdom and love, and let Your will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, bring us today to the holy altar in repentance and faith, that we 

might sing hosanna to the One who comes in Your name to give us His body and 

blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of all our sins. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Eternal Father, we give You thanks for receiving all those who have gone to their 

heavenly reward before us and now rest from their labors. Keep us with them in that 

same faith, that together with them we may receive the promised inheritance of Your 

eternal Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through faith in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 

the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 

again in glory. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
  



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front of this service folder regarding our Holy 

Communion policy. 

 



Distribution Hymn: 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
  



Distribution Hymn: 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

 

  



Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 
  

 
 

  



Closing Hymn: 350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 12/1 The First Sunday in Advent 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall (basement) 

 Youth Bell Practice 10:45 a.m., Choir Loft 

 Sunday School 11:15 a.m., Library 

 

Mon. 12/2 Pastor’s Day Off 

  Adult Handbell Practice 7:30 p.m., Choir Loft 

 

Tue. 12/3 Pastor out of office in p.m. 

  Board of Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m., Library 

 

Wed. 12/4 Confirmation Class A 4 p.m., Library 

  Midweek Advent Service 7 p.m. (Midweek Dinner beforehand at 6 p.m.),  

   Peace Lutheran Church, Waterford 

 

Thu. 12/5 Quilting Bee 10 a.m. 

  Advent by Candlelight Service for the Ladies 7 p.m., Peace Lutheran 

 

Fri. 12/6 Confirmation Class B 4 p.m., Library 

 

Sat. 12/7 Men’s Bible Study 9-10:30 a.m., Peace Lutheran 

  Decorate St. Mark’s for Christmas 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sun. 12/7 The Second Sunday in Advent 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Voters’ Meeting 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall (basement) 

 Youth Bell Practice 10:45 a.m., Choir Loft 
 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR THIS MORNING were placed to the glory of God by the 

Kaufman family in honor of Brianna Krus’ birthday on December 7. We thank the Kaufmans for 

this floral tribute! 

 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL – All kids age 4 through those in 5th Grade are welcome and 

encouraged to attend our weekly Sunday School class that starts at 11:15 a.m. in the Library. 

(Please note the time change for the next few weeks due to youth handbell practices). Here, 

children will join with others to learn the stories of the faith and the Truth of Christ in a fun and 

age-appropriate setting. Please consider getting your children or grandchildren involved in this 

program!  



SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS – All adults are welcome to join Pastor each Sunday in the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:45 a.m. as he continues teaching on the book of Joshua. The book of 

Joshua is the sixth book of the Old Testament and picks up after the death of Moses, when the 

people of Israel have at last come to the border of the Promised Land after forty years of 

wandering in the wilderness. The book recounts the various battles of the people of God, 

beginning with the fall of Jericho, as they conquer the land of Canaan, in fulfillment of God’s 

gracious promise to Abraham that His offspring would inherit the land. Please come! This book 

has much to teach us about the ways of God in Christ and how He now works through His Church 

to overthrow the kingdom of Satan by the preaching of the Gospel, so that His people might at 

last inherit the true Promised Land of heaven. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

YOUTH HANDBELL PRACTICES will continue each Sunday from now through December 

22 from 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. (Note that Sunday School on these dates will take place AFTER 

handbell practice.) The kids are welcome to play bells during our Christmas Eve Service at 6 

p.m., and/or during our Christmas Day Service at 10 a.m. They are learning to play our new, 

colored, metal youth bells and having a great time doing it! 

 

ADULT HANDBELL PRACTICES will continue on Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. from 

tomorrow night through December 23. The bell choir will then be ringing during our Christmas 

Eve Service at 6 p.m. We look forward to hearing them play! 

 

PASTOR’S WINKEL DECEMBER 10 – St. Mark’s will be hosting the monthly Pastor’s Winkel 

for the Kensington Circuit here on Tuesday, December 10 from 9 a.m. until approximately 1 

p.m. Help will be needed with serving a light breakfast and also lunch to the attending pastors on 

that day. If you’d like to help, please let Sharon Williams know. 

 

ALL LADIES INVITED TO ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT – All women and girls are invited to 

attend Peace Lutheran Church’s Advent by Candlelight event on Thursday, December 5. Please 

plan to join them for an evening of visiting, beautiful music and delicious desserts as they prepare 

their hearts for Advent and Christmas. Appetizers will be served starting at 6:30 p.m. The program 

begins at 7 p.m. Peace Lutheran is located at 7390 Elizabeth Lake Road (just east of Williams 

lake Road) in Waterford. If you’d like to attend, you must R.S.V.P. no later than TODAY by 

emailing the church at peacewaterford@gmail.com, or calling them at (248) 681-9360. Peace’s 

Parish Ladies’ Guild will be collecting children’s waterproof gloves and socks for their sponsored 

school, Houghton Elementary, at the event, so if you’d like to help, please bring these donations 

with you. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY DECEMBER 7 – All men are welcome to attend the next Men’s Bible 

Study on Saturday, December 7 from 9 – 10:30 a.m. at Peace Lutheran Church, Waterford. 

(Following the Study, those who wish may return to St. Mark’s to help decorate our congregation 

for Christmas.) Pastor will continue teaching on the book of Acts. Breakfast will be provided by 

the men of Peace Lutheran. Please remember to bring your Bible if you’ll be attending! 

 

  

mailto:peacewaterford@gmail.com


LET’S DECORATE ST. MARK’S FOR CHRISTMAS! Lots of help will be needed to decorate 

St. Mark’s for Christmas on Saturday, December 7 starting at 10:30 a.m. Window sills need to 

be decked out, the nativity scene set up, lights hung along the choir balcony, the Christmas tree 

erected, and two large wreaths need to be hung on the north wall. Bring your family with you! 

 

SEMI-ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING - St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting will take 

place on Sunday, December 8 directly following the Divine Service. We encourage all of our 

church members, ages 18+, to attend. Items on the Agenda will include financial reporting, 

traditional board reports, the approval of a 2020 budget, and elections for 2020 positions. Please 

make plans now to attend this important meeting. 

 

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO THE LUTHERAN WITNESS - This is the time of year when members of 

St. Mark’s have the opportunity to order or renew subscriptions to the Lutheran Witness (LW) 

magazine, the official periodical of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Published 11 times a 

year, LW provides stories and information that complement congregational life, foster personal 

growth in faith, and help interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian perspective. 

The annual subscription fee is $11.60 and runs from March 2020 through February 2021. Payment 

must be turned in to St. Mark’s church office no later than December 9. Checks should be made 

payable to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. 
 

LADIES’ QUILTING GROUP SEEKING SHEETS & BLANKETS – Our Missionary League 

is continuing to make more blankets for Lutheran World Relief, but they could use some help. If 

you have any gently-used sheets, or blankets, that you are no longer using, please consider 

donating them to this cause! Items can be left in the Quilt Donations Box in the lobby.  

 

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES – The season of Advent officially begins today as we prepare 

our hearts and minds for the coming of our Lord--both the first time as a baby in Bethlehem over 

2,000 years ago, and for his Second Coming that could happen any time now.  Our Midweek 

Advent services will occur on Wednesdays, December 4, 11 & 18, at Peace Lutheran Church 

on Elizabeth Lake Road (east of Williams Lake Road) in Waterford starting at 7 p.m. Each 

Wednesday, a dinner ($3 per person) will precede the service from 6-7 p.m. If you will be 

attending the dinner, please list your name(s) on the sign-up sheet located on the pedestal 

at the top of the basement stairs. 
 

SIGN UP SOON FOR THE EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS WORKSHOP - It is the privilege of 

every Christian to witness to Christ in their daily lives. But for many of us, that is an intimidating 

thought. Therefore, on Saturday, December 14, we will be holding a training program at St. 

Mark’s called Every One His Witness. This program was developed by the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod and its purpose is to train us—as both pastors and laypeople—to share the Gospel 

with others in our daily vocations. We already held this program at St. Mark’s once this year, and 

those who attended will surely tell you just how valuable and helpful it was! So if you haven’t 

gone through it before, please plan to do so now! The program will take the form of an all-day 

workshop led by Pastor Vergin. We will begin at 9 a.m. and will end around 4 p.m. Lunch will 

be provided. A sign-up sheet is now located on the table at the back of the sanctuary. Spots are 

limited, so reserve your place quickly! We hope to see you there! 



ACCEPTING POINSETTIA ORDERS – We are now accepting orders for beautiful, red 

poinsettias that will adorn the altar area for Christmas. Each plant costs $8.50 and you may 

purchase one or more in honor, or in memory, of a loved one. If you’re interested, complete a 

pink order form found in the Sunday bulletins, place it and your payment (checks made payable 

to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church) in a pink flower envelope (located in the pews), then place the 

pink envelope in an offering plate by Sunday, December 15. The names of those honored or 

remembered will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. You will be free to take your poinsettia 

home with you (if you wish) on Sunday, December 29. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING DECEMBER 15 – Our plans to Christmas carol this year have finally 

been confirmed! All are welcome to join us on Sunday, December 15 starting at 6:30 p.m. at 

West Lake Health Campus, 10735 Bogie Lake Road (just north of Cooley Lake Road) in White 

Lake. West Lake provides assisted living, skilled nursing, short-term care, memory care and more 

to the seniors that live there. We caroled for them last year, and not only did the residents 

appreciate our efforts, but our carolers had a great time too! 

 

OPEN DOOR’S ADOPT-A-FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - St. Mark’s Board of 

Human Care is working with the Open Door Outreach Center in Waterford again this year to help 

with their Adopt-A-Family Christmas program. There are three ways that our congregation can 

assist in this effort: 

• As a congregation, we will sponsor 1 family. A wish list, completed by the family, will be 

given to us. This list will then be posted and we ask that those who’d like to help sign up 

next to the item to be purchased. Then return it to church no later than December 19. Gift 

receipts included with your donation(s) are a good idea when sizes are involved. 

• Those sponsoring a family on their own are asked to drop off their gifts to the Open Door 

on December 17, 18 and 19. St. Mark’s will then pick up these items from the Open Door 

during those dates and bring them back to our building for storage until they are distributed 

to the families on December 21. If anyone would like to help with gift pick-up at Open 

Door, a sign-up sheet will be posted in the near future. 

• Recipients of the gifts will be told to pick up their gifts at St. Mark’s on Saturday, 

December 21 between the hours of 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will be 

seeking help during these times for check-in and distribution of the gifts. Again, please 

look for the sign-up sheet to appear if you’d like to help. 

 Thanks so much for your support! Gail Hardy & Karen Kaufman - Board of Human Care 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES – One and all are welcome to attend our Christmas 

worship services next month! Our Christmas Eve service will take place on Tuesday, December 

24 at 6 p.m. and will include some of your favorite Christmas hymns, youth and adult handbell 

choirs, and the candlelight version of Silent Night at the end of the service. Our Christmas Day 

Divine Service will take place on Wednesday, December 25 at 10 a.m. and will feature more of 

your favorite Christmas hymns, youth handbells, and some additional special music. The Sunday 

after Christmas Pastor Vergin will be out of town, and we will be blessed with the preaching and 

teaching of our wonderful brother in Christ, the Reverend Doctor Frank Pies, Emeritus pastor at 

Our Savior Lutheran, Hartland. We hope to see you at all of our Christmas services this year! 

 



ST. MARK’S “WELCOME BASKET” OUTREACH PROGRAM – Our Board of Gospel 

Outreach has expanded their Welcome Basket program to include not only the neighborhood 

behind church, but also the Golf Manor Subdivision as well. Anyone who would like to help 

offset the cost of these baskets can place their donation in a pink envelope (found in the pew 

racks), write “Welcome Baskets” on the front, and place the envelope into our offering plates. An 

example of a filled basket is now located on the shelf at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. 

 

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 

 

EYEGLASS AND POSTAGE STAMP DONATIONS – The small, plastic bins used to collect 

eyeglasses for M.O.S.T. Ministries, and postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translators, are 

located on the bookshelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs. M.O.S.T. Ministries (Mission 

Opportunities Short Term) provides recycled eyeglasses to people living in the developing 

nations around the world. Wycliffe Bible Translators provide Bibles that are written in peoples’ 

native languages so that they can fully understand God’s Word and, hopefully, come to faith in 

Christ. Used postage stamps should be cut out with ¼” of space around them and placed into 

the donation bin so they can be mailed to Wycliffe once a year and sold on auction websites. 

The proceeds are used to help with Bible translation projects. 

 

2019 GREENS MARKET – The members of Peace Lutheran Church in Waterford have helped 

make Christmas “greens” for the 2019 Greens Market that will take place on Saturday, 

December 7 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Waterford Senior Center (3621 Pontiac Lake Road). All 

are invited to shop for wreaths, swags, fresh arrangements and baked goods being sold by the 

non-profit organization Waterford Garden Club. For more info, visit waterfordgardenclub.org. 

 


SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 

  

Altar Guild Sharon Williams & Julie Kosmalski 

Acolyte Sophie Hurley 

Elder on Duty Jim O’Brien 

Greeter(s) Sharon Williams 

Offering Counters Jennie & Karen Kaufman 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter Chris Gerard 

Ushers Tom Kaufman 

Video Technician Tom LoCascio 


