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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

August 2020

Outdoor Movie Night is
still on for August

Our Family Outdoor Movie Night is scheduled for Friday,
August 28. As of the publication of this newsletter, we are still
planning to hold this event, since it will be outdoors and will
easily allow for sufficient spacing.

Here, we will be watching a family-friendly movie on our
outdoor screen. The movie will begin around 8:30 p.m. We
may provide snacks and drinks, as long as it can be done
safely.

So bring a chair or a blanket, as well as some friends, and
join us! We hope to see you there!

Volunteers needed to help St. Paul
with Take-Out Dinners August 26

On Wednesday, August 26, St. Mark’s Board of Human
Care will be needing volunteers to help assemble Take-Out
Dinners for needy families at St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Pontiac. During COVID-19, these Take Out Dinners have
replaced St. Paul’s traditional Wednesday evening dinners
that have always been served by sister LCMS congregations
in our area.

Not all of the details for the Take-Out Dinners have been
worked out yet, but we hope you will mark the date on your
calendars now, and then watch future Sunday bulletins for
more details. As always, COVID-19 safety measures will be in
place at this event.

Any questions regarding the dinner can be addressed to
Karen Kaufman, Chairman of the Board of Human Care. She
plans to post a sign-up sheet prior to the event listing food
items that will be needed.



2

CONTENTS
  2.

  3.

  4.

  5.

  6.

  7.

  8.

Here Are August’s Bible Study Opportunities

Pastor’s Page

Important Contingency Plans Have Been Created for
St. Mark’s, Research Continues on Selling of Back
Lots and Parking Lot Resurfacing

In our Thoughts and Prayers

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Pastor’s Page (cont’d. from
Page 3), Church Directory, Jay Anderson Received
His First Communion, August’s Special Decade
Birthday Wish, Special fund Donations

August’s Church Calendar

Visit our Website, Secretary Debbie Will Be on
Vacation in Early August

The Messenger is the monthly newsletter of:

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741; Fax: (866) 649-6870
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Sunday
Divine Service with Holy Communion 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday - The Gate worship service 7 p.m. (from the
Wednesday after Easter until mid-November) CUR-
RENTLY ON TEMPORARY HOLD

One Saturday/month - Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9
a.m.

Handicap accessible.

Here are August’s
Bible Study opportunities

During the month of August, there will be two Bible
Studies available for you to take advantage of. We hope that
you will attend one, or both, if possible, as studying the Bible
is so important to our Christian faith! Read on for more
information.

Adult Bible Class Has Resumed
Thanks be to God, we have now resumed our Adult Bible

Class! In the month of August, we will be continuing our
study of the book of Joshua.

This book describes how the people of Israel conquered
the Promised Land through the powerful working of God and
how they then divided it up according to His command. As
such, it has a lot to teach us about the work of the Church
today, as Christ sends us out to overthrow the kingdom of the
devil through the preaching of the Gospel, while we await the
Day when we at last inherit the true Promised Land of heaven.

Our Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings from
10:45-11:45, following the Divine Service. (Please note that if
we switch our Divine Service into two services due to the
pandemic, Adult Bible Class will be moved to Wednesdays at
7 p.m.)

We hope you will join us! This is a great opportunity to
grow in your knowledge of God’s Word and to deepen your
faith!

Men’s Bible Study Will Resume in August
Men of St. Mark’s: After our recent pause, we plan to

resume Men’s Bible Study on Saturday, August 1. For our first
study, we will meet at St. Mark’s from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
(Please note the change in location!). Breakfast will be
provided, and we will be continuing our study of the book of
Acts.

We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!
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Pastor’s Page

Receiving God’s Word and Sacraments During a Pandemic

(Continued next column) (See Pastor’s Page Page 6)

My friends, for the past few months we’ve all seen the
devil at work, haven’t we? In so many different ways and on
so many different fronts, he’s been actively advancing his evil
schemes.

This has been especially true with the COVID-19
pandemic. Here, we’ve all watched as he’s driven innumerable
souls into the depths of anxiety, loneliness and depression.
We’ve watched as he’s divided us against one another and
placed us at each others’ throats. We’ve watched as he’s
inflicted a terrible death upon thousands and thousands of
fathers and mothers and sons and daughters. Indeed, the
devil has been doing so much lately, especially through this
pandemic. But perhaps his most dreadful and dangerous work
here is one that most people would overlook: the devil has
been working through this pandemic to disconnect us from
God’s precious Word and Sacraments.

Now let me be clear: we can receive God’s Word and
Sacraments in two ways. Ordinarily, we receive these
blessings as we gather with the Church physically for
corporate worship. That is to say, when we “go to church.”
But sometimes we may find ourselves in a position where
we’re physically unable to make it to the corporate gathering.
This could be due to a certain medical condition or disability.
This could be due to a legitimate, God-given vocation that
requires our attention during the Divine Service (such as
nurses or police officers). Or this could be due to a well-
founded and realistic desire not to bring bodily harm to others
(such as when we’re sick). In these exceptional cases, God still
wants us to receive His Word and Sacraments, but rather than
giving them to us in the corporate gathering, He does it in
another way, namely, through a private visit with our pastor. In
both cases—either in a public worship gathering or through a
private pastoral visit—God still gives us the same thing: His
Holy Word and Sacraments.

And why does God do this for us? Why does He bring us
His Word and Sacraments regularly in this way? He does it to
strengthen us day-by-day, so that we may be equipped to
endure in faith all the trials and temptations of this life, until
we reach at last our heavenly home. In short, God does it to
sustain our faith.

Apart from God’s Word and Sacraments, we cannot hope
to stand. We are not strong enough. We are not disciplined
enough. We are not wise enough. If we set off on our own, if
we presume to stand on our own strength, we will eventually
fall, for the trials and temptations of life are too great for us.
Just ask Peter, who at one time confidently declared to Jesus,
“Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall

away” (Matthew 26:33), only to deny the Lord three times just
a few hours later. If we set off on our own, apart from God’s
Word and Sacraments, we will eventually fall away from faith.
And that will cost us our eternal salvation.

However, in His great mercy toward us, God comes to us
regularly with His Word and Sacraments, so that, though
these means, He might strengthen us by His Spirit unto life
everlasting. “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit
and life,” Jesus says (John 6:63). Or, to use the words of Peter,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life” (John 6:68). God’s Word and Sacraments are our “spiritual
food” by which God strengthens and keeps us to the end
(John 6:51). In our baptisms, God washes us clean and takes
us up in His forgiveness (Acts 22:16). In preaching, God
comforts us with the salvation of Christ (Luke 24:47). And in
Holy Communion, God feeds us with Jesus’ body and blood
that we might have eternal life (John 6:54). In this way, God
gives us the strength that we need to endure, by giving us
Jesus. Therefore, we understand that God’s Word and
Sacraments are not optional, but rather a necessary part of our
Christian life and existence: “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God”
(Matthew 4:4).

And that’s why the devil is working so hard, especially
during this pandemic, to disconnect us from God’s Word and
Sacraments. He knows that by disconnecting us from these
blessings, he disconnects us from Christ, and thus can easily
overpower us and destroy us. And so it is that we see him
working diligently on each one of us, trying, perhaps, to get
us out of the habit of church, or trying to convince us that
we’re doing fine on our own, or giving us a million different
excuses as to why God’s Word and Sacraments can wait.

Therefore, against these dangerous schemes of the devil,
it’s time that we all rededicate ourselves to receiving God’s
Word and Sacraments regularly. And how might we do this in
the midst of a pandemic? Well, allow me to give you my
pastoral judgment. First, if you are a high-risk individual, if
you are in close contact with a high-risk individual, or if you
are in a line of work that makes it likely that you would come in
regular contact with infected individuals, and you feel that it
would be wiser for you to refrain from attending corporate
worship for a time, then please contact me so we can set up
private pastoral visits to receive Holy Communion. You can
either come to church or I can visit you at home. Shoot for at
least once or twice a month. Don’t think that you’re bothering
me. This is what I’m here for! Also, keep watching our
services online.
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Important contingency plans
have been created for St. Mark’s

We thank God that He has allowed us over the past month
to return to our normal practice of holding one full Divine
Service on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. However, as we know, our
nation is still dealing with the coronavirus pandemic.
Therefore, for the sake of being prepared, the elders and pastor
have developed a set of contingency plans to respond to
certain scenarios related to the pandemic should they occur.

First of all, if it happens that we experience a significant
spike of COVID-19 cases in our area, OR if we are struggling
to space people out at church, we plan to switch to a modified
2-service format. Here, we will be holding two Divine Services
on Sundays, one at 8:30 a.m. and one at 10:00 a.m. Unlike
earlier, these will be “full” services (not abbreviated), and
attendance will not be assigned. At these services, we will
continue to implement the practices we’ve adopted to limit the
chances of person-to-person spread (closing off certain pews,
wearing masks when moving about the building, etc.). Also, in
order to maintain the bonds of fellowship, congregants will be
welcome to chat in the parking lot between services. Finally,
under this contingency format, we will continue holding Adult
Bible Class, but it will be moved to Wednesday evenings at 7
p.m.

Secondly, although we urgently pray that this won’t
happen, if someone who has been worshiping at St. Mark’s
should later test positive for COVID-19, we plan to go back to
online-only worship for two Sundays. This will allow us to
determine whether there has been any spread among our
congregants. After those two Sundays, we expect to resume
in-person worship among healthy individuals, while anyone
infected worships from home, under the prayers of the church.

We will let you know as soon as possible if we have to
implement either of these contingency plans. We appreciate
your flexibility and your patience as we seek to preserve
meaningful and robust worship in the face of challenging
circumstances! We also welcome your input!

Research continues on selling of
back lots and parking lot resurfacing

We continue to move slowly but determinedly forward
with the lot splits and sale of the back property along
Bywater Avenue, and also in receiving bids to have our
current parking lot removed and a new one laid.

Here is what has been accomplished to date:
• Our engineering firm has already located all four

corners of our current 7 acres. They are now waiting
for us to provide them with the exact measurements
of the rear lot splits. Then they will apply for the
splits with the township.

• We have been working with a realtor to determine lot
pricing, as well as what type of builder interest there
might be. Once the lot splits have been approved by
the township, the lots will be publicly listed on the
MLS.

• A few interested builders have contacted us in
advance of the lots going up for sale. We will be
meeting with them separately to learn their thoughts
on what they might be able to do with the lots, and
what they might be willing to pay for them.

• Bid requests were mailed to a dozen area asphalt
companies asking for quotes to redo the parking lot.
All bids must be received by August 31. We are
already starting to receive some quotes and have
had a discussion with one asphalt company
regarding how the lot could be redone in the most
cost-efficient way.

We will continue to keep you updated as these 2 projects
progress, so watch future newsletters for additional reports.
Also, please keep both of these projects in your personal
prayers, that the Lord would lead us forward in all things in
His time, and in His way.
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MORE-URGENT PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—needs prayers for health/memory issues.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs prayers for health and family issues.
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues.
Barbara Jewell—will be undergoing back surgery on Aug. 18.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Kay Reynolds—is recovering from congestive heart failure.
Frank Salo—needs extra prayers.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Mandy Vergin—prayers for her and the new baby during this

pregnancy.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Sharon Williams—is undergoing treatments for cancer.
Carolyn Achimov’s friend, Dan—recovering from surgery.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has health problems.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Holly—is having personal problems.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Patricia—is recovering from shoulder

surgery & in rehab.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Brydges—is hospitalized and

undergoing tests.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s grandson, Timmy Brydges—is

recovering from a car accident.
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—has Dementia.
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Bob Tanis—is having multiple

health issues.
Debbie LoCascio’s sister-in-law, Leslie Tippett—will be

undergoing tests on Aug. 5 to see if her cancer has
returned.

Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling
cancer.

Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is
hospitalized with health issues.

The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)
grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.

Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—has health issues.
Jason Peters’ sister, Joslyn Peters—needs prayers for

difficulties in her life; praying she will come to know Jesus.
Ellen Rentola’s friend, Pat—is recovering from surgery.
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—was hit by a

car, had several successful surgeries, has been transferred
to an intensive inpatient rehab center.

Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is
battling breast cancer.

Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s
is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.

Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have
gotten worse.

Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain
bleed.

Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is undergoing

(continued next column)

cancer treatment.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra

prayers.
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—has health issues and

needs prayers.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that

she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra

prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—diagnosed

with Autism.
Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.

We also remember Scott Schwiesow in our prayers as he has
been deployed to the Middle East region.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a very

serious car accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Rebecca Chipps—is finished

with radiation and is improving.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s friend, John—his health is poor
Barbara Jewell’s husband’s ex co-worker’s husband, Kim

Pruchnicki—recovering from a heart procedure
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s neighborhood friend, Joanne English—has

throat cancer; might need neck surgery
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Angela Peters’ father-in-law, Karl Peters—has health issues
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s neighbor, Marilyn—health is failing

and she doesn’t believe in Jesus.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia

List—are ill
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—awaiting back surgery
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is receiving therapy
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
Matt Zavada (whose father, Ray, works at the LCMS Michigan
District)—praying for healing for a wound on his foot.



6

August Birthdays
  2 Kari Kosmalski
  5 Butch Fitzgerald
10 Connie Burnett
11 Sue Ingram
12 Steve Barnum
17 Scott Schwiesow
18 Gail Hardy
20 Joan Freeman, Angela Peters
21 Michelle Brown
23 Evy Vergin
27 Millie Benson
29 Leo Dwyer

August Anniversaries
  2  John & Joan Freeman 45th
  6  Scott & Melanie Schwiesow 4th
10  Kevin & Tammy Hurley 19th
25  John & Juanita Reardon 47th
26  Brian & Sandy Krus 31st

SPECIAL

August’s special
 decade birthday wish

We wish the Lord’s richest blessings
upon Sue Ingram as she celebrates a
special “decade” birthday on August 11!
As always, we can’t tell you which
decade, but we know all of you will join
with us in praying that our Lord will
continue to bless her with faith, peace
and happiness throughout this upcoming
year.

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in June:

Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis

Jay Anderson received
his First Communion

On Sunday, July 19, we joyfully
celebrated with Jay Anderson as he
received his first communion!

As part of Jay’s 3-year confirmation
instruction, he received specific instruc-
tion on Holy Communion and what it
means to partake of our Lord’s Supper.

We rejoice with Jay and his family as
he will now be receiving Holy Commun-
ion with the “angels and archangels and
all the company of heaven.” Thanks be to
God!

Transferred in:
Julie Ligon
7389 Sweetbriar
West Bloomfield, MI 48324

Received by adult confirmation:
Sharon Miller
984 Coach House Lane
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 770-7354

Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

Second, if you are in a care center or
facility that is locked down and not
allowing visitors, then watch our services
online and remain in the Word as best
you can. Pray that God would enable you
to receive Holy Communion soon, and
trust Him to sustain your faith in the
meantime.

But otherwise, I would say: dare to
come to church. Take as your example
those Christians around the world who,
in the face of persecution, still gather for
worship in spite of the risks. Remember
that in Christ we have nothing to fear.
Remember that in Him death has been
defeated. Remember the glorious things
God does for us through His Word and
Sacraments. Yeah, there will always be
risks associated with attending church,
and this certainly is a riskier time. But we
are taking the necessary precautions.
And we all need these gifts. And so I say,
if you are not in a position to require
private visits, come to church.

My friends, at times like these we
need God’s Word and Sacraments more
than ever. So don’t let the devil
disconnect you. Christ is near
(Revelation 22:20). We dare not let Him
find us sleeping (Matthew 24:42). So
today, rededicate yourself to receiving
God’s Word and Sacraments, remember
the salvation God offers there, and trust
that through these gifts He will
strengthen and keep you unto life
everlasting.



St. Mark’s Messenger-August 2020 7

This page is reserved for the monthly church calendar
(scroll down to the last page of this PDF file).
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For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

 Secretary Debbie will be
on vacation in early August

The LoCascios are at it again! They are taking advantage
of the beautiful summer weather in early August to do a week’s
worth of camping with family just south of Traverse City.
Therefore, Secretary Debbie will be out of the office from
August 3 - 7. We pray that Tom & Debbie and their family will
have safe travels!

If you need to speak to Pastor Vergin during that week,
you can call him at the church, or on his cell phone at (248)
742-5906.


