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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

December 2019

Come, worship with joy on
Christmas Day & Christmas Eve!

Please join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus our
Savior! Jesus was born long ago to save us from our sins,
which He then accomplished once for all through His death
and resurrection. Therefore, we rejoice with exceedingly great
joy to remember His birth among us!

On Christmas Eve (December 24), we will be holding our
traditional candlelight service. This service will begin at 6 p.m.
and will include many of your favorite Christmas hymns, as
well as a candlelight rendition of Silent Night. It will also
include special music from both our adult and children’s
handbell choirs.

On Christmas Day (December 25), we will be holding our
traditional Christmas Divine Service. This service will begin at
10 a.m. and will include Holy Communion. The children’s
handbell choir will also be playing at this service.

We hope to see you there! Also, don’t forget to invite
your friends and family members to this celebration!

The Season of Advent:
preparing for our Lord

On December 1, the Church will enter into the season of
Advent. During this season, we prepare ourselves to receive
the Lord Jesus when He comes to us, not only as a baby on
Christmas, but also through His Word and Sacraments today
and on the Last Day. It is a season of humble repentance,
where we take an honest look at our sin and eagerly anticipate
God’s salvation.

Please join us for worship during this holy season of
preparation! For the Divine Service on Sundays, we will begin
using Divine Service, Setting III.

Also, during the season of Advent, we will be holding
joint midweek services with Peace Lutheran Church. These
services will be held on each Wednesday during Advent
(December 4, 11, and 18) at Peace Lutheran Church (7390
Elizabeth Lake Road, Waterford), and will begin at 7 p.m.
Pastor Vergin and Pastor Tkac will be leading the services
together. Also, Peace will be hosting a dinner before each
midweek service, beginning at 6 p.m. If you would like to be a
part of these dinners, please sign up! A sign-up sheet will be
located in St. Mark’s entryway.

We look forward to seeing you during this season of
Advent!
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
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Website: www.stmarkwb.org
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Editor: Debbie LoCascio
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Sunday
Divine Service with Holy Communion 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday - The Gate worship service 7 p.m. (from the
Wednesday after Easter until mid-November)

One Saturday/month - Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9 a.m.

Handicap accessible.

Make time to study God’s Word!

Here at St. Mark’s, we have several opportunities for you
to study the scriptures, and hope that you will take advantage
of one or more of them.

Sunday Adult Bible Class – The Book of Joshua
In the month of December, we will continue studying the

book of Joshua during our Sunday morning Adult Bible Study
class at 10:45 a.m.

The book of Joshua is the sixth book of the Old
Testament and picks up after the death of Moses, when the
people of Israel have at last come to the border of the
Promised Land after forty years of wandering in the
wilderness. The book recounts the various battles of the
people of God, beginning with the fall of Jericho, as they
conquer the land of Canaan, in fulfillment of God’s gracious
promise to Abraham that His offspring would inherit the land.

So please come! This book has much to teach us about
the ways of God in Christ and how He now works through His
Church to overthrow the kingdom of Satan by the preaching
of the Gospel, so that His people might at last inherit the true
Promised Land of heaven. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Children’s Sunday School
During December, all elementary school-aged children are

welcome to join Mrs. Vergin in the Library at 10:45 a.m. on
Sundays for Sunday School. Here, kids will learn stories of the
faith, and the Truth of Christ, in a fun and age-appropriate
setting.

Please consider getting your children or grandchildren
involved in this program! We’d love to have them there!

Men’s Bible Breakfast Will Meet on December 7
Attention Men of St. Mark’s!
We will be holding our monthly Men’s Bible Study on

Saturday, December 7 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. This month,
we will be meeting once again at Peace Lutheran Church in
Waterford (7390 Elizabeth Lake Road) and doing a joint Bible
Study with the men of that congregation, so that we might get
to know them better as we explore a merger. We will continue
our study of the book of Acts. Breakfast will be provided by
Peace.

We’d love to have you there! This is a great opportunity
to gather as men of God around His holy Word and to be
formed together in the image of Christ! Please remember your
Bible!
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Pastor’s Page

(continued next column)

Fearless in the Face of Uncertainty

(See Pastor’s Page, Page 9)

My friends, as we Christians live in this world, we face
every day a million uncertainties. We face uncertainties
regarding our health, uncertainties regarding our family, and
uncertainties regarding our finances. We don’t know, for
instance, how our savings will hold out when it comes time to
retire. We don’t know what’s going to happen to our children
or grandchildren once they grow up. We don’t know, when we
get sick, whether a particular treatment is going to work or
what side-effects we might have to endure. In short, as
Scripture attests, we simply “don’t know what tomorrow will
bring” (James 4:14); every single day we find ourselves
stepping out into the unknown.

And truth be told, this can often fill us with anxiety. In
fact, I would say that this is where most anxiety ultimately
comes from: the fear of the unknown. Think about it. Why do
we get anxious, for example, when we need to speak in public?
Because we don’t know for sure how it’s going to go or how
people will receive it. Or why do we get anxious when we’re
starting a new job? Because we don’t know for sure how
we’re going to perform or whether we’ll fit in. Or why do we
get anxious when we’re getting married or having a child or
moving to a new place or experiencing any major life change?
Because we don’t know for sure what it’s going to be like or
what’s going to happen. It’s all unknown to us. It’s like
standing on the diving board looking down into the pool, not
knowing how cold the water is or how far the drop is or
whether we’ll hurt ourselves on the dive. All the unknowns
can be a scary thing, and they often fill us with anxiety—
which in turn can then cause us to freeze up or to panic or
even to lash out against others in anger or frustration.

But how would God have us Christians deal with all these
uncertainties? Well, we can learn a lot from how He dealt with
Abram long ago, when he first appeared to him. At that time,
Abram was living with his family in the city of Haran. There,
the Lord appeared to him and said, “Go from your country and
your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3).

Now, notice here that when God tells Abram to “go,” He
doesn’t give him any specific information about his
destination. In fact, God doesn’t even reveal to Abram at this
point the name of the place to which he was being sent!

Instead, God simply says, “the land that I will show you.”
Now can you imagine that? Here, God was calling Abram to
leave behind every earthly source of security and comfort—
his country, his kindred, his father’s house—and to journey to
an unknown land. Abram didn’t know where he was going. He
didn’t know what it would be like. He didn’t know how long it
would take to get there. He was stepping out completely into
the unknown, and God simply said to him, “Go.”

But at the same time, God did something for Abram here:
He made him a promise—and that promise changed
everything. God had assured Abram that He would bless him,
that He would defend him and advocate for him, that He
would make of him a great nation and make his name great,
and that “all the families of the earth” would be blessed in him.
This is the promise—the amazing promise—that God made to
Abram by grace when He sent him out. And because of that
promise, Abram could set out without fear. No, he didn’t know
what would happen to him on the journeys. He didn’t know
what exactly he would find. He didn’t even know the name of
the land to which he was traveling. But in the face of all those
uncertainties, Abram had God’s promise—which was certain.
And, holding fast to that promise, Abram could step out into
the unknown fearlessly.

And so too can we. As we Christians set out every day,
we too have a promise. It’s a promise made by Christ our Lord
to His Church, a promise bestowed upon us in Baptism, a
promise that belongs to every believer. And what does Jesus
say? “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:20). Yeah, this is Jesus’ promise to us. He is with
us, always. In the face of every uncertainty, He is with us. In
the face of every question, He is with us. He is with us to
comfort us. He is with us to strengthen us. He is with us to
defend us and to care for us and to carry us through. He is
with us to save us. Yeah, Jesus once gave Himself into death
for our sins. And now, risen to life again, having redeemed us
by His blood, He now promises to be with us always, to the
end of the age.

And because of that promise, we don’t need to be afraid,
but can step out fearlessly into the unknown every day. No,
we don’t know what tomorrow will bring. We don’t know
what’s going to happen to our health. We don’t know what’s
going to happen to our families. We don’t know what’s going
to happen to our finances. But we do know this: Jesus, the
son of Abram and the Son of God, will be with us. He will care
for us on the way and He will bring us at last to our own
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Sign up now for the
Every One His Witness Workshop

It is the privilege of every Christian to witness to Christ in
their daily lives. But for many of us, that is an intimidating
thought.

Therefore, on Saturday, December 14, we will be holding a
training program at St. Mark’s called Every One His Witness.
This program was developed by the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and its purpose is to train us—as both
pastors and laypeople—to share the Gospel with others in our
daily vocations.

We already held this program at St. Mark’s once this year,
and those who attended will surely tell you just how valuable
and helpful it was! So if you haven’t gone through it before,
please plan to do so now!

The program will take the form of an all-day workshop led
by Pastor Vergin. We will begin at 9 a.m. and will end around 4
p.m. Lunch will be provided. A sign-up sheet is available on
the table at the back of the sanctuary. Spots are limited, so
reserve your place quickly! We hope to see you there!

Please attend our Semi
Annual Voters’ Meeting

St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Voters’
Meeting will take place this year on
Sunday, December 8 (please note the date
change), directly following the Divine
Service. We encourage all of our church
members, ages 18+, to attend.

Items on the Agenda will include
financial reporting, board reports, the approval of a 2020 budget,
and elections for 2020 positions.

Please make plans now to attend this important meeting!

St. Mark’s to assist Open Door with
Adopt-A-Family Christmas program

St. Mark’s Board of Human Care is working with the Open
Door Outreach Center in Waterford again this year to help
with their Adopt-A-Family Christmas program. There are three
ways that our congregation can assist in this effort:

• As a congregation, we will sponsor 1 family. A wish list,
completed by the family, will be given to us soon. This list
will then be posted on a table in the entryway and we ask
that those who’d like to help sign up next to the item to
be purchased. Then return it to church no later than
December 19. Gift receipts included with your donation(s)
are a good idea when sizes are involved.

• Those sponsoring a family on their own are asked to drop
off their gifts to the Open Door Outreach Center on
Cooley Lake Road in Waterford on December 17, 18 or 19.
St. Mark’s will then pick up these gifts from the Open
Door during these 3 days and bring them back to our
building for distribution to families on December 21. If
anyone would like to help with gift transferring, a sign-up
sheet will be posted in the near future.

• Adopted families participating in this program will be told
to pick up their gifts at St. Mark’s on Saturday, December
21 between the hours of 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., and 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. We will need helpers to assist in distributing the gifts
during these times. Again, please look for the sign-up
sheet to appear if you’d like to help.

Thanks for your support!
Gail Hardy & Karen Kaufman - Board of Human Care

Will you help decorate
St. Mark’s for Christmas?

Many hands will be needed to help decorate St. Mark’s for
Christmas on Saturday, December 7 starting at 10:30 a.m. Can
we count on you to assist?

The start time has been set for 10:30 a.m. in order to give
the guys from the Men’s Bible Study time to join in the
decorating fun. Bring your entire family with you! All are
welcome to help!
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—is having health issues.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs extra prayers for health and family.
John Freeman—needs extra prayers for health issues.
Barbara Jewell—test results show a crack in her back fusion;

will be having another back surgery soon.
Barbara Katterman—had a slight stroke; has memory issues.
Tom LoCascio—has a torn rotator cuff; will probably need

surgery; is in pain.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Rose Mielke—having severe vertigo.
Angela & Jason Peters—need prayers for life’s difficulties.
Kay Reynolds—needs prayers for health issues.
Frank Salo—needs extra prayers.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Dorothy Vermeersch—is having some vertigo issues.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Larry & Lori Whitehead—need prayers for safe travels.
Sharon Williams—is battling cancer.
Acquaintance of St. Mark’s, Sharley Campbell’s daughter,

LeAnne—is battling alcoholism.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has health problems.
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Diane—has been moved to

Hospice.
Barbara Jewell’s neighborhood friend, Joanne English—has

throat cancer; might need neck surgery.
Glenn Jewell’s co-worker, Reed—fell and cracked his pelvis;

had a mini stroke; had a stent put in his heart. Is at home
recovering.

Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Britt Able—recovering from a bad
infection following ankle surgery.

Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s neighbor, Marilyn—health is
failing and she doesn’t believe in Jesus. Praying that she’ll
come to faith before it’s too late.

The LoCascio’s acquaintance, Ann Tupiak—is battling cancer.
The LoCascio’s acquaintance, Ron Valko—diagnosed with

Stage 4 lung cancer; prognosis is only 2 years.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)

grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Cindy Parks’ Aunt Jackie—is in end-stages of cancer.
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—recovering from back

surgery.
Jason Peters’ sister, Jocelyn Peters—needs prayers for

difficulties in her life.
Jason Peters’ dad and his girlfriend, Sandy Baird & Karl

Peters—need prayers for difficulties in their lives.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is

(continued next column)

battling breast cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—has health

issues.
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—is having health

issues.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

bleed.
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance.
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—is recovering from medical

issues.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that

she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra

prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—diagnosed

with Autism.
Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.
Matt Zavada (whose father, Ray, works at the LCMS Michigan

District)—praying for healing for a wound on his foot.

ON-GOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a car

accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Rebecca Chipps—is

recovering from a mastectomy; still needs radiation
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s mother, Lillian—has been moved

to a nursing home for recovery from a fall
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—recovering from a

major heart attack and lengthy hospital stay
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia

List—are ill
Cindy Parks’ friends, Sheila, Mary, and Linda—all are battling

breast cancer
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has several

medical issues
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
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December Birthdays
  6 Kathy Benson
  7 Brianna Krus
  8 Jaxson Reynolds
15 Sarah Zienert
20 Juanita Reardon
22 Brian Krus
27 Phoenix Benson

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in October.

Landscaping/Property Beautification:
Jennie Kaufman (mulch)

December Anniversaries
1 Clarence Jr. & Gail Arnold 40th
28 Dean & Sherry Hyrkas 55th
31 Brian & Sarah Dwyer 9th

Transferred in to St. Mark’s:
John & Debbie Sidelinker
from St. Stephen Lutheran Church,
Waterford, on November 6.

395 Lochaven Road
Waterford, MI 48327
248-682-6924 (Home)
248-933-7204 (John’s cell)

Please remember these
folks in your prayers

Those shown below have lost loved
ones this past month. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.

 The Sampson family as Joan
Freeman’s mother, Betty Sampson, fell
asleep in the Lord on November 1.

Owen Reynolds
was baptized

On Sunday, November 10, we
celebrated with joy the baptism of baby
Owen William Reynolds, son of Brad and
Stephanie (Nee’ Williams) Reynolds,
grandson of Mark and Pam Reynolds, and
great-grandson of Sharon Williams.

Welcome into our family of faith, little
one! To view photos, see St. Mark’s
Facebook page.

Congrats to the Arnolds
on 40 years of marriage!

Heartfelt congratulations are in order
to Clarence and Gail Arnold as they
celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary
on December 1! We pray that you have
many more blessed years together!

Church office
Christmas hours

Taking into account Pastor and
Debbie’s remaining vacation days, as well
as the time off for the Christmas holiday,
the church office will only be open as
follows between Christmas and New Year:

• Christmas Eve - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• December 30 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• December 31 - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please make a note of this.
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Attendees: Pastor Vergin, Tom LoCascio, John Reardon, Kari Kosmalski, Debbie LoCascio, Sharon Williams,
Mandy Vergin, Gail Hardy, Nancy McInnis

Summarized Council Meeting
Minutes from November 19, 2019

(Continued next column)

Call to Order by Tom LoCascio at 7:30 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor: Genesis 12:1-3

Treasurer’s Report per Kari Kosmalski
 Through October, expenses were greater than

contributions by $4,800
 One of our members is donating a new desktop

computer for the Treasurer’s office. It will be installed
on 11/25.

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin
 Upcoming joint Midweek services at 7 p.m.:

Thanksgiving Eve at St. Mark’s; midweek Advent
services at Peace Lutheran with a dinner beforehand
from 6-7 p.m.

 Every One His Witness Workshop: December 14 from
9 a.m. until 4 p.m.

 Adult Instruction: Kim Olsen, Melanie Schwiesow,
Sharon & Walt Miller

 Received transfer paperwork for Del & Kay Joslin
 Christmas Eve (6 p.m.) & Christmas Day (10 a.m.)

Services
 Advent by Candlelight being held on 12/5 starting at

6:30 p.m. at Peace Lutheran for women and girls

BOARD REPORTS
Assimilation & Stewardship per Pastor – will be adding new
member photos soon to the new member bulletin board

Elders per Pastor - Darryl & Larry have been out of town the
last few months. Jim has been filling in as an elder on duty.

Gospel Outreach per Sharon Williams
 Will be delivering 7 welcome baskets to new

neighbors in our area
 Will be working on the 12/15 Christmas Caroling

event

Human Care per Gail Hardy
 Adopt-A-Family for Christmas – Karen waiting for

return call from Open Door with the name/info. for St.
Mark’s assigned family

 Karen to chair Human Care board in 2020, Gail to
assist

Parish Fellowship per Sharon Williams
 33 attended the Reformation Fall Harvest Potluck.
 85 attended the Mixer Potluck with Peace Lutheran

Church. The event went great! Thanks to all who
helped make it a success!

Properties per all
 Cracked window in Library has been replaced
 Fallen branches – still need a chipper to clean these

up. Pastor gave Jim O’Brien the name of a guy who
does chipping.

 3-hour weight test was performed on elevator and it
passed

 Backflow assembly testing was performed on our
water system and it passed

 New parts for flagpole have been received. Debbie
working with Jim to get new parts installed and flag
hung.

Youth & Family per Mandy Vergin
 25 kids or so attended the Trunk-or Treat event. It

was a huge success. Nancy McInnis to get photos to
Debbie for posting on St. Mark’s Facebook page.

 Next event will be the Easter Egg Hunt & Fun the
Saturday before Easter

LWML per Gail Hardy
 Transferred Missionary League funds from PNC

Bank to Genisys Credit Union (no fees, no minimum
balance)

 The Craft Show netted $1,400 or so. This will be used
for future mission work.

 The ladies continue to make quilts for Lutheran
World Relief

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
 Public Relations - Sue Ingram resigned as the P.R.

Director as she feels she is better gifted to work in a
church position with children

 Human Resource - employee evaluation forms were
distributed. Self-evaluation forms were given to
Pastor, Debbie, Rob & Jim. Supervisor evaluation
forms given to Pastor (for Debbie & Rob), Tom (for
Pastor) and Tom/John (for Jim).

(See Council Minutes, Page 9)
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All ladies are invited to
attend Advent by Candlelight

All women and girls are invited to attend Peace Lutheran
Church’s Advent by Candlelight event on Thursday,
December 5. Please plan to join them for an evening of
visiting, beautiful music and delicious desserts as they
prepare their hearts for Advent and Christmas. Appetizers will
be served starting at 6:30 p.m. The program begins at 7 p.m.

Peace Lutheran is located at 7390 Elizabeth Lake Road
(just east of Williams lake Road) in Waterford. If you’d like to
attend, you must R.S.V.P. no later than December 1 by
emailing the church at peacewaterford@gmail.com, or calling
them at (248) 681-9360. Peace’s Parish Ladies’ Guild will be
collecting children’s waterproof gloves and socks for their
sponsored school, Houghton Elementary, at the event, so if
you’d like to help, please bring these donations with you.

Ladies’ Quilting Group is
seeking sheets & blankets

St. Mark’s Missionary League is continuing to make more
quilts for Lutheran World Relief, but they could use some help.
If you have any gently-used sheets, or blankets, that you are no
longer using, please consider donating them to this cause!
Donated items can be left in the Quilt Donations Box in the
lobby. Thanks in advance for your help with this project!

We hope you’ll join us for
Christmas caroling

In the month of December, we will be going Christmas
caroling at a local care center! And if you enjoy singing
Christmas carols, we hope you’ll join us!

While we await confirmation from a specific care center,
we do know that we will be going someplace local and not too
far from St. Mark’s. The date and time are still being
negotiated. Details will be announced in the bulletin as soon
as they are available.

Please consider joining us! We’ve been caroling for a few
years now and it’s a great way to share the joy of Jesus’ birth
with our community!

We are now accepting
poinsettia orders

      Would you consider
helping decorate St. Mark’s for
the Christmas season by
ordering some poinsettia
plants? You may purchase a
plant (or two) in honor, or in
memory, of a loved one, or just
to help beautify the church.

Please complete a pink order form (found in Sunday’s
bulletins), place the completed form and your check (made
payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church) or cash in a pink flower
envelope (found in the pew racks), mark the envelope “Poin-
settias,” and place it in the offering plate BY DECEMBER 17.
The names of those honored or remembered will be listed in the
Christmas Eve bulletin. Each plant costs $8.50. We ask that all
plants be left in the sanctuary through the holidays, after
which time you may take yours home.
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Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

Promised Land, prepared for us by God from before the
foundation of the world. This is His promise. We can count on
it. And, knowing that, we need not be afraid.

Now, as you may know, our congregation is currently
exploring the possibility of merging with Peace Lutheran
Church in Waterford for the sake of the Gospel. And the truth
is that, if it pleases the Lord to bring this merger about, we will
face many new uncertainties. We may find ourselves
wondering, “What will it be like? How will things go? What
will have to change? What will stay the same?” But, in the
face of all these uncertainties, we always have the promise of
Jesus to which we can cling, and because of that promise we
don’t need to be afraid.

So my friends, whenever you face uncertainties, whether
at home or at church, remember Jesus and His promise. He is
the one who brings the blessing of Abram to all the families of
the earth. And He will be with you. So don’t freeze up, don’t
panic, and don’t lash out. Let the promise of Jesus, who
knows all things, calm your anxieties. Let Him ease your fears.
Hold fast every day to His Promise, just as Abram did long
ago, and, placing your confidence in Him, set out into the
unknown fearlessly.

 Decorate the Church on 12/7 at 10:30 a.m. following
Men’s Bible Study. Karen Kaufman purchased a new
Christmas tree for St. Mark’s sanctuary. It has the
lights already strung on it. Karen to donate the old
tree to the Open Door.

 Christmas Caroling & Invitation Delivery on 12/15 @
6:30 p.m. Pastor to check with West Lake Nursing
Home to see if we can carol there again. Members
from Peace Lutheran will be invited to join us.
Christmas worship invitations will not be delivered
by going door-to-door this year.

 Merger Exploration Committee Update – they are still
in the “gathering information” stage. Upcoming
meetings include: 11/26 at St. Mark’s (just Merger
Committee), 12/10 at Peace with Dr. Rob Kasper of the
Michigan District.

 Review/approve Nomination Slate for 2020 – still
have some open positions for elected and non-
elected spots. Debbie to send email to congregation
notifying them of open positions to see if we can get
more volunteers.

 Voters’ Meeting was rescheduled to Sunday,
December 8 following the Divine Service

 Review/approve 2020 Budget Draft - Mandy made
some additional cuts to the Family & Youth budget.
This made the 2020 budget total approximately $6,000
less than the current budget. The 2020 budget was
then approved by Council to be submitted to the
congregation at the 12/8 Voters’ meeting.

 Pastor recommended that Council send a thank you
letter, along with a $100 gift card, to his neighbor,
Scott Eggleston, who saved us a lot of money by
voluntarily cutting down the fallen tree limbs on our
property from a storm we had. Per Council: yes, let’s
do this and cover the gift card with money from our
Thrivent Fund.

 Council thanks Karen Kaufman for donating the 2
small Christmas pine trees outside of the church
entrance doors.

 Per Pastor, the Michigan Church Extension Fund will
be offering another congregational grant in 2020, and
this time, it will cover security upgrades. Per Council,
if we decide to go for the grant, perhaps purchase a
security item(s) that would be mobile in case we end
up merging with Peace.

Next meeting:  There will be no December Council meeting
due to the Voters’ Meeting on December 8.

Tom made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Sharon seconded.
Motion carried. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Council Minutes
(Continued from Page 7)

Subscribe now to
Lutheran Witness

This is the time of year
when members of St. Mark’s
have the opportunity to order
or renew subscriptions to the

Lutheran Witness (LW) magazine, the official periodical of The
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Published 11 times a year,
LW provides stories and information that complement congre-
gational life, foster personal growth in faith, and help interpret
the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian perspective.

The annual subscription fee is $11.60 and runs from March
2020 through February 2021. Payment must be turned in to St.
Mark’s church office no later than December 9. Checks should
be made payable to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.
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Our church members were
very busy this past month
organizing and attending a
variety of fun events. We

sure hope many of you were able to participate and enjoy
them!

On October 26, we hosted our annual Community Trunk-
or-Treat event from 2-4 p.m. Approximately 25 kids participated
and had fun playing different games for prize tickets that they
later exchanged for fun toys. The kids also decorated pump-
kins, and decorated and ate delicious cookies. Several of our
church members and friends did a fantastic job of decorating
their vehicles/trunks in our church parking lot and near the end
of the event, the kids truly enjoyed going from vehicle to
vehicle trick or treating!

We thank Mandy Vergin and Julie Kosmalski of our Family
& Youth Board for overseeing this event. We also thank those
who worked at the game tables, decorating tables, and those
that donated food. Lastly, we thank everyone who put so much
effort into decorating their vehicles in Halloween style and
passing out candy!

On Sunday, October 27, we held our Fall Harvest Potluck
following the Reformation Divine Service. Approximately 33
church members and friends attended and dined on a variety of
foods including several delectable desserts!

St. Mark’s Parish Fellowship Board worked hard, as they
always do, to make sure this gathering was outstanding, as
always.

On Saturday, November 2, we hosted our annual Craft

(Continued next column)

St. Mark’s hosted these fun events last month

Show & Bake Sale. The show was well attended, and there
were many beautiful, homemade gifts for attendees to choose
from. Members of St. Mark’s had donated baked goods, which
were then sold at the show. Lunch was offered for a nominal
fee in the kitchen and consisted of hot dogs, Coney Dogs,
sloppy Joes, chili, etc.

In all, the show netted over $1,400 that our Missionary
League will now use to support various mission work over the
next twelve months.

Thanks so much to those of you who helped with set up,
clean up, concession sales, baked good donations and more!
We wouldn’t have been able to hold such a successful show
without the help of St. Mark’s volunteers!

The third event was a Potluck Mixer held at St. Mark’s on
November 10 that was attended by both members from St.
Mark’s and members of Peace Lutheran Church, Waterford.
The goal of the event was for the members of both congrega-
tions to start getting to know each other as the Merger
Exploration Committee continues to research the feasibility of
St. Mark’s merging with Peace for the sake of the Gospel.

The Potluck was a huge success and was attended by 85
people! The quantity and type of foods were amazing and
everything was so delicious! Members from both congrega-
tions were able to mingle and talk with one another. It was a
really fun event.

We offer a big thank you to St. Mark’s Parish Fellowship
Board for overseeing this event and working the kitchen, and
also a thank you to those who brought a dish to pass.

Photos from the above events can be found on St. Mark’s
Facebook page soon!

We are seeking additional volunteers for 2020 open positions here at St. Mark’s

We still have some open positions on the 2020 nomination slate and are seeking volunteers to fill them. Can you help? Below are
the open positions to date.

ELECTED POSITIONS (3-year terms):
• Human Resources Director - maintains employee files, benefit files, annual employee review paperwork, etc.

• Public Relations Director - handles the advertising for all church events utilizing our bulletin, newsletter, Facebook account,
website, as well as local newspapers, the Michigan district magazine, etc.

• Board of Properties (2 positions) - would work with Jim O'Brien to ensure building & property is regularly maintained and/or
upgraded if needed

(See Open Positions, Page 12)
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

NON-ELECTED (no term length):
• Sunday morning greeters - arrive at church 15-20

minutes before service to welcome attendees.
(approximately once every 6 weeks)

• Altar Guild - clean/vacuum the altar area on Saturday
morning, fill pew racks with pencils or envelopes as
needed, replace paraments to reflect correct color, as
well as pick up the altar flowers from the floral shop.
(one month per year)

• Offering Counters - count the offerings with a partner
on Sunday mornings right after church. Deposit the
funds at Genisys Credit Union on Union Lake Road
afterward. (one month per year)

• Ushers - distribute bulletins prior to church services,
pass the offering plates to congregants during
services, release congregants to go up for Holy
Communion (if we get more usher volunteers, you
would probably usher one month per year)

If you are already serving in one or more position at St.
Mark's, THANK YOU! But if you are not, please prayerfully
consider helping out in any of the above positions. For more
information, or to volunteer, please see Pastor Vergin.

Open Positions
(Continued from Page 10)



December 2019
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Sunday Divine Service:  9:30 a.m. PAGE 11

Sunday Adult Bible Class:10:45 a.m.

Sunday School (Sept. - May): 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast: First Saturday/month at 9 a.m.

Wednesday Worship: "The Gate" 7 p.m. (the Wed. after Easter through mid-Nov.)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1  First Sun. in Advent 2 3 4 5 6 7
Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien Pastor's Day Off 10am Quilting Bee 9am Men's Bible Study

9:30am Divine Service 4pm Confirmation Cls. A  @ Peace

10:45am Adult Bible Class   4pm Confirmation Class B 10:30am Decorate Church

10:45am Youth Bell Practice 7pm Midweek Advent 7pm Advent by Candlelight

11:15am Sunday School 7:30pm Adult Bell Practice 7pm - Bd. Of Elders' Mtg. Worship Service @ Peace @ Peace

8  Second Sun. in Advent 9 10 11 12 13 14
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off 9am Pastor's Winkel @  9am Every One His

9:30am Divine Service  St. Mark's Witness  Workshop

10:45am Voters' Mtg. Pastor out of office in p.m. 4pm Confirmation Cls. A

11:30am Youth Bell Practice  4pm Confirmation Class B

7pm Merger Comm. Mtg. 7pm Midweek Advent

 7:30pm Adult Bell Practice w/Dr. Kasper @ Peace Worship Service @ Peace  

15  Third Sun. in Advent 16 17 18 19 20 21  1st Day of Winter
Elder on Duty: Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off 10am Quilting Bee  

9:30am Divine Service   

10:45am Adult Bible Class Pastor out of office in p.m. 4pm Confirmation Cls. A  DEADLINE TO SUBMIT Distribute gifts to families

10:45am Youth Bell Practice NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 10am-1pm & 2-5pm

11:15am Sunday School 7pm Midweek Advent

 7:30pm Adult Bell Practice Worship Service @ Peace 4pm Confirmation Class B  

22  Fourth Sun. in Advent 23 24  Christmas Eve 25  Christmas Day 26 27 28
Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien Pastor's Day Off DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.

9:30am Divine Service  10am Divine Service  

10:45am Adult Bible Class Pastor out of office in p.m. Elder on Duty: Tom L.

10:45am Youth Bell Practice   

11:15am Sunday School 6pm Worship Service

 7:30pm Adult Bell Practice     

29  1st Sun. after Christmas 30 31  New Year's Eve
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson  

9:30am Divine Service  Church Office closed

10:45am Adult Bible Class  in p.m. GREETERS: VIDEO TECHS:

10:45am Sunday School   1 Sharon Williams   1  Tom LoCascio

  8 Mary Lockwood   8  Darryl Swainson

ACOLYTES: 15 Tom & Debbie L. USHERS: 15  Jim O'Brien

ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Williams & Julie Kosmalski 1 & 15  Sophie Hurley 22 Cindy Parks 1  Tom Kaufman 22  Tom LoCascio

COUNTERS:  Jennie & Karen Kaufman 8 & 22  Grace Hurley 24  Jennie/Karen K. 8 & 15  John Reardon 24  Jim O'Brien

24  & 29 Jay Anderson 25  Julie/Kari Kosmalski 22 & 29  Scott Miller 25  Darryl Swainson 

25  TBD 29 Gail Fitzgerald 24 & 25 TBD 29  Jim O'Brien

Drop off gifts to Open Door Outreach Center

Church Office closed for the holiday

Pastor out of town

 Pastor out of town

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


