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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

July 2020

St. Mark’s Semi-annual Voters’
Meeting to be held on July 12

We invite and encourage all of St. Mark’s church members
ages 18+ to attend our upcoming Semi-annual Voters’ Meeting
on Sunday, July 12 following the Divine Service in the base-
ment Fellowship Hall. The meeting will include up-to-date
reports regarding worship services, attendance, finances and
upcoming church events, as well as an update on where we’re
at regarding the three back lots being put up for sale.

Be assured that for everyone’s safety, we will hold the
meeting with proper virus mitigation procedures in place.

Please attend, if you can!

Starting July 5, worship returns
to one full service at 9:30 a.m.

Thanks be to God, on July 5, after several weeks of
holding two smaller services on Sunday mornings, we plan to
return to our normal practice of holding one full Divine Service
on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. While some minor modifications will
still remain for a time, we are excited that the Lord has brought
us to this point!

Here’s what you should expect at our services, beginning
on July 5:

1. We will still be distributing hand sanitizer at the
entryway, as well as before and after Communion.

(See One Full Service Resumes, Page 4)
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
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Pastor: Rev. Aaron Vergin
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Editor: Debbie LoCascio
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Sunday
Divine Service with Holy Communion 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday - The Gate worship service 7 p.m. (from the
Wednesday after Easter until mid-November) CUR-
RENTLY ON TEMPORARY HOLD

One Saturday/month - Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9
a.m. ON TEMPORARY HOLD UNTIL AUGUST

Handicap accessible.

St. Mark’s to resume
Adult Bible Study in July

St. Mark’s is slowly starting to resume some Bible study
opportunities this month with the hope of opening more in
August. In July, Pastor will resume teaching on the Book of
Joshua. In August, he hopes to resume the Men’s Bible Study
class. Read on for more details!

Adult Bible Class Resuming on July 5
On Sunday, July 5, we will resume Adult Bible Class!

Here, we will be picking up where we left off in the book of
Joshua.

We hope you will join us! This is a great opportunity to
grow in your knowledge of God’s Word and deepen your
faith!

Adult Bible Class will meet on Sundays after the Divine
Service, from 10:45 - 11:45 a.m. Snacks and coffee will be
provided!

Men’s Bible Study Will Resume IN AUGUST
Because of the pandemic, for the past few months we

have paused our Men’s Bible Study. Given the current state of
things, including the limited service available at restaurants,
we will continue this pause in July.

However, we hope to resume Men’s Bible Study in
August. As usual, it will be held on the first Saturday of the
month (August 1), from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Hopefully, we will be
able to hold it at Greek Jalapeno, as usual.

We look forward to seeing the men of St. Mark’s there!
We will keep you updated on specific details as we get closer
to August!
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Standing strong in the end times

(Continued next column)

My friends, over the past few months, we’ve experienced
many difficult and troubling things. We’ve watched as our
nation’s politics have increasingly devolved into chaos. A
worldwide pandemic has seemingly disturbed every aspect of
daily life. Our cities have suffered unrest and violence.
Everywhere we look, we see natural disasters and death,
wickedness and lovelessness. What should we Christians
make of this?

Well in the Scriptures our Lord Jesus teaches us clearly.
These are, among other things, signs of the End Times. As
Jesus says in the book of Luke, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences.
And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven” (Luke
21:10-11). With these words, Jesus tells us what we should
expect as this world comes to a close. We should expect all
kinds of earthly disturbances. We should expect wars and
political turmoil. We should expect famines and plagues. We
should expect natural disasters, terrors, and “great signs from
heaven.” That is to say, we should expect to see all the sorts
of things that we’re currently seeing here in 2020.

And what does this mean? It means that Christ’s return is
near. These are all events that Jesus Himself predicted. They
are a manifestation of God’s wrath against sin (Romans 1:18),
and by them God calls this world to repentance (Psalm 78:34).
They remind us Christians that we must “stay awake” in faith,
“for [we] do not know on what day [our] Lord is coming”
(Matthew 24:42). At the same time, they are a cause for great
hope and joy for us, for it means that “[our] redemption is
drawing near” (Luke 21:28). As Jesus assures us, “Surely, I am
coming soon” (Revelation 22:20).

But Jesus has more to say. In the book of Luke, after
describing these earthly disturbances, He continues by
foretelling another defining mark of the End Times: the
persecution of the Church: “But before all this they will lay
their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to
the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will be your
opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore in your minds
not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a
mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be
able to withstand or contradict. You will be delivered up even
by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some
of you they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my
name’s sake” (Luke 21:12-17).

According to Jesus, as we live in these Last Days, we
Christians should also expect severe persecution. We’re

beginning to see this here in America. It’s already raging in
various places around the world. We will be hated by all. We
will be delivered up even by close family members. Many of
us will have to choose between our jobs and our Lord. Some
of us will even be put to death. Such tribulations are not the
exception in the life of the church. They are the norm, and
something we should expect especially in the End Times. “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me,” says the Lord (Luke 9:23).

So how should we Christians respond as we see all this
happening, both the worldly disturbances and the persecution
of the Church? Jesus tells us in the next verses there in the
book of Luke: “But not a hair of your head will perish. By your
endurance you will gain your lives” (Luke 21:18-19).

Here, Jesus calls us Christians to face all the troubles of
the Last Days with confident endurance. We should remember
that no matter how bad things may get, we have nothing to
fear. Not a hair of our head will perish. Now, this doesn’t mean
we won’t suffer. Jesus Himself acknowledges that some of us
will be killed. Rather, it means that we cannot lose anything
that truly matters, namely, the eternal life and resurrection from
the dead that we have through the blood of Christ. Therefore,
we don’t need to be afraid. When the world looks like it’s
falling apart, we don’t need to be afraid. When death and
violence surround us, we don’t need to be afraid. When our
lives and livelihoods are threatened for the name of Christ, we
don’t need to be afraid. “Do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).

In this confidence, then, we must endure. We don’t know
how long until Christ will return. It may happen tomorrow, it
may not be for another two millennia, for “with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day”
(2 Peter 3:8). But until that day arrives, we must endure. This
means continuing steadfast in the life of faith. This means
confessing Jesus boldly and witnessing courageously. This
means remaining constant in our prayers and in our love. This
means holding fast to Jesus’ promises in faith. We endure in
this way, remembering that by our endurance we will gain our
lives.

So, my friends, remain confident and endure. Interpret the
times properly. Remember that we are in the Last Days. Jesus
is coming soon. And when He does, we will inherit His
kingdom, prepared for us from the foundation of the world
(Matthew 25:34). He has won it for us by His blood. And it is
ours through faith. So let’s endure, remaining ever confident
in Christ, until the Day of glory dawns and our salvation is at
last revealed.
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About VBS and
other events

  Because many of our
volunteers would fall into the
high-risk category for COVID-
19, the Board of Family and

Youth has decided not to hold VBS this year. While we are sad
to not be able to offer this service to our community at this
time, we trust the Lord to continue the work of His kingdom
and look forward to serving in other ways. We expect to hold
VBS as usual next summer.

Also, we are exploring the possibility of rescheduling our
outdoor service and BBQ, which had been scheduled for July
19, to sometime in August.

Watch future bulletins and newsletters for additional
information.

Thanks to all who helped
with chores around church

We would like to say a big “Thank You” to everyone who
helped remove the chain-link fencing on our back property, as
well as the softball backstop.

This was a big job, and would have been very expensive
had we used a professional company to do it. But many
members and friends of St. Mark’s stepped up and, with the
Lord’s help, we completed the task safely and successfully.

In total, it took two days of group work. On the first day,
13 people worked to remove the fencing, which included
about 50 posts set in concrete. Then, a couple weeks later, a
handful of people gathered again to remove the 12’ backstop.
Removing this fencing was an important step in putting a
portion of the back property up for sale, which we are looking
to do so that we might get our parking lot repaved.

We also thank Jennie Kaufman for all the time she spent
the last few weeks de-weeding St. Mark’s flower beds and
removing grass from around sidewalks and the parking lot.
We so appreciate you, Jennie!

Lastly, we thank Julie Kosmalski and Mandy Vergin for
de-weeding the youth garden. It was a big job, but looks so
much better now! Great job, ladies!

One full service resumes
(Continued from Page 1)

2. We ask that, at least initially, people wear masks when
entering and departing the building, especially the
sanctuary (those who wish can remove them once
seated at their pew).

3. Certain pews will still be closed to maintain spacing
between congregants.

4. The “Sharing of the Peace,” the passing of offering
plates, and the common cup will still be temporarily
suspended.

5. Holy Communion will again be distributed at the altar,
but in smaller groups (the Pastor and elder will wear
masks during distribution).

Also, on July 5, we will resume Adult Bible Class after the
Divine Service.

As before, those who still cannot attend should arrange
for private pastoral visits to receive Holy Communion.

Please note that due to technology and time limitations,
beginning on July 5, we will be changing how we develop and
post our online content. Specifically, since it will now be
recorded on Sunday, the service will not be available online
until later Sunday or early the next week. Additionally, it will
not be formatted/edited as extensively.

Thank you for your gracious cooperation and your
flexibility during the past few months. We rejoice in the Lord’s
protection and care, and we look forward to joining together as
one in worship once again!

Guess who’s pregnant again?

We are excited to share the exciting news that the Vergins
are expecting another child! While we don’t know the official
due date yet (we believe it will be near the end of February),
we do know that the other Vergin children--Evy, Naomi, Selah
and Isaiah--are looking forward to having a new brother or
sister!

Please keep Mandy and the baby in your prayers as this
pregnancy progresses, won’t you?
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MORE-URGENT PRAYER’S:
Clarence Arnold—needs prayers for health/memory issues.
Butch Fitzgerald—needs prayers for health issues.
Joan Freeman—needs prayers for health and family issues.
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues.
Barbara Jewell—will be undergoing back surgery on Aug. 18.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Rod Oehring—is receiving therapy and improving.
Kay Reynolds—is recovering from congestive heart failure.
Frank Salo—needs extra prayers.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Larry Whitehead—is recovering from surgery at home.
Sharon Williams—is undergoing treatments for cancer.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—is having multiple

health problems.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s friend, John—his health is poor.
Barbara Jewell’s husband’s ex co-worker’s husband, Kim

Pruchnicki—recovering from a heart procedure.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Holly—needs prayers for personal

problems.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Patricia—hit by a car; needs prayers.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Brydges—is hospitalized and

undergoing tests.
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—is having memory

issues.
Debbie LoCascio’s acquaintance, Britt Able—will be having

her leg amputated soon.
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Bob Tanis—is having multiple

health issues.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is

hospitalized with health issues.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)

grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
The Oehring’s friend, Danny—was in an ATV accident, but is

home and recovering well.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—has health issues.
Jason Peters’ sister, Joslyn Peters—needs prayers for

difficulties in her life; praying she will come to know Jesus.
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—was hit by a

car, had several successful surgeries, has been transferred
to an intensive inpatient rehab center.

Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is
battling breast cancer.

Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s
is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.

Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have
gotten worse.

Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

(continued next column)

bleed.
Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is battling cancer.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs prayers.
Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—has health issues.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that

she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra

prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmitt Reynolds—diagnosed

with Autism.
Joanne Wisti’s friend, Paul Kascha—is battling cancer.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a very

serious car accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s daughter, Rebecca Chipps—is finished

with radiation and is improving.
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having knee problems
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s neighborhood friend, Joanne English—has

throat cancer; might need neck surgery
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Angela Peters’ father-in-law, Karl Peters—has health issues
Debbie LoCascio’s friend’s neighbor, Marilyn—health is failing

and she doesn’t believe in Jesus. Praying that she’ll come
to faith before it’s too late.

Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia
List—are ill

Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—awaiting back surgery.
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;

receiving therapy
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has several

medical issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ friend, Tina Fonville—is on oxygen
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
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July Birthdays
  3 Rod Oehring
11 Christian Lockwood
18 Mac McConnell
21 Carl Zienert
22 Nancy McInnis
23 Gail Fitzgerald
24 Marilyn Turner
26 Austin Krus
29 Judy Schassberger

July Anniversaries
11  Mac & Marcy McConnell 67th
22  Mike & Taylor Lockwood 3rd

SPECIAL

July’s special
 decade birthday wish

We wish the Lord’s richest blessings
upon Gail Fitzgerald as she celebrates a
special “decade” birthday on July 23! As
always, we can’t tell you which decade,
but we know all of you will join with us in
praying that our Lord will continue to
bless her with faith, peace and happiness
throughout this upcoming year.

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in May:

Bethesda Lutheran Homes: Mary Ann
Lockwood
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis
New Coffee Machine Fund: Sharon
Williams

Church office vacations

Just a reminder: both Pastor Vergin
and Secretary Debbie will be on vacation
from Monday, June 29 through Friday,
July 3. Pastor and his family will be in
Indiana that week, and Debbie & Tom will
be camping in southeast Michigan.

Should you need to speak with a
pastor while Pastor Vergin is out of town,
please feel free to call Pastor Jonathan
Moyer at Faith Lutheran in Highland at
(810) 771-8177 (his cell phone). We thank
Pastor Moyer for offering to be available
for pastoral emergencies while Pastor
Vergin is on vacation!

Please remember the Vergins and the
LoCascios in your prayers while they
travel!



St. Mark’s Messenger-July 2020 7

This page is reserved for the monthly church calendar
(scroll down to the last page of this PDF file).
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For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!

Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

An update on St. Mark’s Paycheck
Protection Program loan

On April 22, 2020, St. Mark’s received a $17,400 loan from
the Small Business Association as part of the government’s
Paycheck Protection Program that would help cover 8 week’s
worth of certain payroll expenses during Governor Whitmer’s
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” order due to COVID-19. To date, St.
Mark’s has been able to utilize the entire amount to cover
payroll, staff retirement, and utility expenses during the 8-week
period from April 22 - June 22, 2020.

Over the next week or two, we will be completing the
necessary paperwork requesting loan forgiveness for the entire
amount of $17,400. We’ve been very careful over the past two
months about following all rules that the SBA put forth
regarding the loan so that loan forgiveness would be possible.

We thank God for blessing St. Mark’s, and many small
businesses during COVID-19, with the option of receiving this
type of forgivable payroll loan. It enabled us to continue
paying our workers during the 8 weeks that our church office
was closed.
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Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School (Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - On hold for now

Wednesday Worship "The Gate" 7 p.m. - On hold for now

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  1 2 3 4  Independence Day
   

 

  

5  4th Sunday after Trinity 6 7 8 9 10 11
Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien Pastor's Day Off     

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.  

10:45am Adult Bible Class  Sec'y. Deb off in p.m.  

  

  7:00pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.   

12  5th Sunday after Trinity 13 14 15  Tax Day 16 17 18
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off   

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.   

10:45am Voters' Meeting    DEADLINE TO SUBMIT  

 NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  

 

   

19  6th Sunday after Trinity 20 21 22 23 24 25
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.   

10:45am Adult Bible Class   DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.  

  

    

  7:30pm - Council Mtg.    

26  7th Sunday after Trinity 27 28 29 30 31
Elder on Duty:  Jim O'Brien Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service Pastor out of office in p.m.

10:45am Adult Bible Class  
 

  

 ACOLYTES: GREETERS: USHERS: VIDEO TECHS:

ALTAR GUILD: Leslie Oehring   5  Jay Anderson   5  Tom/Deb LoCascio   5  John R./Rudy R.   5  John Sidelinker

COUNTERS: Ellen & Rudy Rentola 12  Sophie Hurley 12  Jennie/Karen Kaufman 12  John S./TBD 12  Kim Olsen

19  TBD 19  Julie & Kari Kosmalski 19  Rudy R./Tom K. 19  Debbie Sidelinker

26  TBD 26  Rudy/Ellen Rentola 26  John R./John S. 26  John Sidelinker

      

Pastor Vergin & Secretary Debbie on vacation

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


