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Hey, kids! Come “Trunk-or-Treating”
at St. Mark’s on October 23!

Let’s celebrate Reformation Day
and also enjoy a Fall Harvest Potluck

St. Mark’s Board of Family & Youth invites your kids,
grandkids and also the children from our community to attend
our upcoming Trunk-or-Treat event on Saturday, October 23
from 2-4 p.m. We plan to hold the event outdoors again
(although parking might be handled differently this time) and
there will be plenty of Halloween decorations and candy for
everyone!
The Board of Family & Youth will be meeting again on
October 2 to finish the final details for Trunk-or-Treating, so
watch for additional information to appear in upcoming
Sunday bulletins. A volunteer sign-up sheet will also appear
soon on the table in the back of the sanctuary. Much help will
be needed including volunteers to dress up and decorate their
trunks, donations of individually wrapped candy and volunteers to help direct traffic.
Last year, this event saw approximately 100 cars attend,
with 2-5 kids in each vehicle, and it was a HUGE success!
We’re hoping that this year’s event will be just as fun! Can we
count on your support?

On Sunday, October 31, the Church will observe Reformation Day. On this day, we celebrate what the Lord did through
Martin Luther and the other Reformers over five centuries
ago. By their day, the Roman Catholic Church had fallen into
many abuses and errors which obscured and denied the
salvation of Christ. However, at the right time the Lord
revealed to Martin Luther the Truth of the Gospel, and then
worked through him to restore the proclamation of that Truth
to the Church—a blessing which we still enjoy today as we
preach that we are saved by Grace Alone, through Faith
Alone, as taught in Scripture Alone.
We hope you will join us as we observe this important
and joyous day! On Reformation Day, we will hold our Divine
Service as normal, at 9:30 a.m. You are invited to wear red in
celebration of this day.
Also, after the service, we will be holding our annual Fall
Harvest Potluck! We hope you will stick around for this time
of good food and fellowship! More details about this potluck
will be published soon.
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We offer Bible study for
people of all ages
There are plenty of opportunities here at St. Mark’s to
learn more about what the Bible has to say to each one of us.
If you aren’t currently participating in one of the below
studies, you definitely should! And the sooner the better!
Adult Bible Class: The Book of Genesis
In the month of October, we will be continuing our study
of the book of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class!
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it
tells the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It
starts with the creation of the world and the fall into sin, and
from there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation
to generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with
Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the account of Noah and
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and
Joseph’s rise in Egypt. At every place it proclaims the
steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin.
We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in
knowledge and faith!
Adult Bible Class meets in the fellowship hall on Sundays
at 10:45 a.m., after our Divine Service.
Men’s Bible Study Will Meet on October 2
Attention Men of St. Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study
will be held on Saturday, October 2. We will gather from 9:00 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be
provided, and we will be continuing our study of the book of
Acts.
We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!
Children’s Sunday School
Weekly Sunday School for kids will continue from now
through the month of May on Sunday mornings from 10:45 11:45 a.m. Here, children will join with others to learn the
stories of the faith and the Truth of Christ in a fun and ageappropriate setting.
Please consider getting your kids or grandkids involved
in this program! We’d love to have them there!

Pastor’s Page
Moving Forward in Christ: Let Your Light Shine!
My friends, as most of you know, I recently received a
call to serve as pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church in West
Point, Nebraska. However, as I announced before the Divine
Service on Sunday, September 19, after much prayer and
thoughtful deliberation I have chosen to decline that call and
will continue on in my service to you, the saints of St. Mark’s.
It is with great joy and excitement through Christ that I
now rededicate myself to serving you! How blessed my family
and I are to be here! For the past seven years, you have cared
for us, embraced us, and modeled true Christian love toward
us. And now I rejoice at the opportunity to continue to serve
you as your pastor in the name of Christ!
Having made this decision, I’d like to take this
opportunity now to remind you of the words of the Lord Jesus
in His Sermon on the Mount. Here, Jesus is speaking to His
Church and He says this:
You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven (Matthew 5:14-16).
Here, Jesus proclaims to you your divine purpose as His
Church. It all begins with the fact the Jesus has rescued you
from the darkness. In your sin, you were bound there. You
were lost. You were condemned. On your own, you had no
hope. But at the perfect time Jesus stepped down into the
eternal darkness for you. He suffered its full weight on the
cross. And rising from the dead, He broke its power for the
entire world. Now, through faith in Him, you have been set
free! Jesus has brought you out into the light: the light of joy,
the light of peace, the light of everlasting life. All this was
given to you in your Baptism, so that as you now abide in
repentance and faith, you can be sure that it is all yours. You
have been rescued from the darkness by Christ Jesus, the
very Son of God!
And in this passage, Jesus now reveals your purpose,
grounded in your new baptismal identity in Him: You are the
light of the world.
No, you are not here to hide yourself safely away, in the
hopes of remaining invisible to the eyes of the world. Sure,
that would certainly be more comfortable. That would

certainly be easier. Without a doubt, that would minimize the
chance of opposition and rejection. But, as Christ says, that’s
also impossible. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. That’s
just not who you are as the Church of Christ.
And, even more, that wouldn’t be in keeping with the
Church’s nature. After all, no one lights a lamp and puts it
under a basket. No, they put it on a stand and it gives light to
all in the house. And so it is for you, the Church. Our purpose
is to enlighten this dark world with the good news of Christ’s
salvation. Our purpose is to shine His light, so that others
might also have light. In fact, Christ Himself is the one and
only Light who is able to dispel the great darkness. And He
intentionally places us up high on a stand so that His light
might radiate out through us into every corner of the house.
And so what does Jesus say to us, still today? Let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Let your light shine, first, in love for the Word, as you
prioritize the Divine Service, as you continue to learn the
Scriptures, as you read your Bible regularly at home, and as
you stand firm in God’s Truth.
Let your light shine also in love for the prayers, as you
participate energetically in worship, as you develop a
disciplined prayer life, and as you foster a spirit of
thankfulness.
Third, let your light shine in love for the fellowship, as
you get to know one another at church, as you help one
another, as you encourage one another in faith, as you heal
divisions, as you volunteer, and as you give offerings.
And, finally, let your light shine in love for the world, as
you get to know your community, as you perform works of
mercy, as you witness to Christ, as you support missions, as
you welcome visitors, and as you maintain the facility God has
entrusted to you.
As a Church, we are here to shine the light of Christ
before others, so that they might believe and be saved to the
glory to God. So, let do it. Let’s embrace this purpose. Let’s
put to death our sinful inclination to hide ourselves away, and
let’s dare to shine. For we do this not for our sake, but for the
sake of Christ and His kingdom.
This is my hope and my prayer for you, especially now as
I recommit myself to you in service. Praise be to God; Jesus
has brought you out of darkness into light! So now, filled with
the joy of the Spirit of Christ, let’s stand out and let’s shine!

(Continued next column)
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A Summary of St. Mark’s
Mission Planning Workshop
On Saturday, September 18, St. Mark’s officers and board
members met to review the events we hosted last year, and
plan events for 2022. Some of the 2021 events we will host
again in 2022 include:
• Ash Wednesday Soup/Salad Supper
• Prayer Walk
• Easter Invitations
• Easter Egg Hunt & Fun
• Vacation Bible School
• Outdoor Worship Service & BBQ
• Outdoor Movie Night
• Trunk-or-Treat
• Fall Harvest Potluck
• Christmas Caroling
It was also decided that we will NOT host a Craft Show/
Bake Sale this year, but instead, will host the Craft Show in
2022.
A few new events were also discussed including a Trunk
Rummage Sale (where people could rent a parking spot to park
their vehicle and sell their wares out of their vehicle’s trunk or
hatch), BYOB (Bring Your Own Brunch) on the last Sunday of
each month during Bible Study hour, and possibly a
Catechism book drive with all catechisms being sent to the
new Liberian Lutheran School.
Following the workshop, some attendees stuck around to
enjoy fellowship, some pizza, and antipasto salad for lunch.
As always, you’ll want to keep current on all events by
checking the monthly church newsletter calendars, as well as
the weekly Sunday bulletins.

We are accepting nominations for
2022 Board/Officer positions
Would you like to serve at St. Mark’s in an official
capacity? Do you know of anyone whom you think would be
well-suited to serve?
We are now accepting nominations for our elected
positions. This year, we are accepting nominations for the
following Officers:
 Congregational Vice-President
 Human Resources Director
 Public Relations Director
Additionally, we’re accepting nominations for all six
congregational Boards:







Human Care
Gospel Outreach
Parish Fellowship & Support
Assimilation & Stewardship
Family & Youth
Properties

Each elected term is for three years. Responsibilities for
each Board/Position can be found in our Bylaws. Please call
the church office with any questions.
Nomination forms will soon be placed on the back table in
the sanctuary. You can nominate yourself, or someone else!
Please consider serving the Lord in this special way! May
He bless our congregation in the year ahead!

Some Church Humor
A newcomer approached the pastor after worship and
said, “I’d like you to pray for my hearing.”
Placing his hands on the man’s ears, the pastor then said a
very passionate, earnest prayer and then asked the visitor,
“How’s your hearing now?”
With a confused look, the man said, “Well, it’s scheduled
for tomorrow.”
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MORE URGENT PRAYER’S:

Joan Freeman—has multiple health issues.
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues.
Helga Gonzalez—is having medical issues.
Dean Hyrkas—is recovering from surgery.
Barbara Jewell—prayers for several medical issues; will be
having tests performed on her back on Oct. 15.
Rod Oehring—has medical issues.
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers for memory issues.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Sharon Williams—continues to battle cancer.
Carolyn Achimov’s cousin’s great-granddaughter, Kennedy
Shallal—is battling Leukemia.
Joe Boway’s wife, Glendora—is having health issues.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has heart issues.
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s brother, Johnny—is battling cancer.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Bridges—has medical issues.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s sister, Carol—is undergoing
chemotherapy/radiation.
Glenn Jewell’s friend, James’ parents—both hospitalized with
COVID; the mom is on a ventilator.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Judy Miller—is having health issues
& dealing with some depression.
The LoCascio’s neighbor, Laura Jones—is battling cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling
cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is having
health issues.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)
grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Taylor Lockwood’s aunt, Patti Hodges—is battling breast
cancer.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—has health issues.
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—is in an
intensive inpatient rehab center.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is
battling breast cancer.
Lynn Thomas’ good friend, Kristy Fresh—has been diagnosed
with a very rare form of cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s is
worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.
Mike Tolman’s wife’s uncle, David—is recovering from a stroke.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have
gotten worse.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain
bleed.
Larry Whitehead’s cousin, Leonard Pittaway—was diagnosed
with bladder cancer.
Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is undergoing cancer
treatment.

(continued next column)
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Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra
prayers.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that
she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra
prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmett Reynolds—has
Autism.

ONGOING PRAYERS:

Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—is recovering from a car
accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law’s daughter, Tammy—will be
having knee replacement surgery soon
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Cecelia—recovering from surgery
following a heart attack
Barbara Jewell’s niece-in-law, Peg Fieler—is having eye problems
& other medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law, Carl Fieler—is having health
problems
Barbara Jewell’s sister, Marilyn—is having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law, Phyllis Tharp—is battling lung
cancer
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Cheryl Tippett—is battling cancer
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—is having memory
issues
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—has several medical
issues
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia List—
are ill
Kim Olsen—needs extra prayers
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—awaiting back surgery
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;
receiving therapy
Pastor Chris Thoma from Our Savior, Hartland—is recovering
from surgery
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs
extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has several medical
issues
Lynne Welty—is having health issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for
wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—
cancer is in remission
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October Birthdays
3
6
7
10
12
14
16
17
22
23
24
30

Owen Reynolds
Sherry Hyrkas
Mike Lockwood Sr.
Andrea Benson, Lori Whitehead
Julia Ligon, Danielle O’Brien
Julie Kosmalski
Gracyn Veliu
Olivia Benson
Darryl Swainson
Carol Zienert
Barb Allen, Mandy Vergin
Stephanie Reynolds

October Anniversaries
5 Carl & Carol Zienert
9 Jim & Marlene Steck
13 Brad & Stephanie Reynolds

58th
50th
9th

Many hands are needed
for our Fall Clean-Up
Volunteers are needed to help with
St. Mark’s Fall Clean-Up that will be held
after the Divine Service on Sunday,
October 3. If you can stay after church
that day to assist, it would be greatly
appreciated!
A list of chores will be located on the
table in the lobby very soon. If we have
enough people wanting to stay for lunch
after the clean-up, we’ll be happy to
provide lunch for free!
We hope you’ll consider
participating in this event!

The Stecks celebrate
50 years of marriage
Happy 50th wedding anniversary to
Jim & Marlene Steck! They were married
on October 9, 1971. May the Lord grant
them many more happy years together!

SPECIAL

Special Fund Donations
Please remember these
folks in your prayers
Those shown below have lost loved
ones this past month. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.

 The Gonzalez family as our member,
Tom Gonzalez, fell asleep in the Lord
on 9/11.

6

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in August:
Donation in honor of Lucy Grafe’s 95th
birthday: Mary Beth Ridenour
Memorials (for Butch Fitzgerald): Betty
Ann Singleton, Cheryl Schmandt, Floyd/
Dennis Rderstorf, Winifred Bales, Bill &
Kathy Boddziewicz.
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis

October’s special
decade birthdays
This month, we have two church
members that are celebrating special
decade birthdays! We wish the Lord’s
richest blessings upon Andrea Benson
(10/10) and Julie Kosmalski (10/14).
As always, we can’t tell you which
decades, but we know all of you will join
us in praying that our Lord will continue
to bless them with faith, peace and
happiness throughout this next year.

Council Meeting Minutes - Summarized
August 17, 2021
Attendees: Pastor Vergin, Debbie Sidelinker, John Reardon, Darryl Swainson, Karen Kaufman, Sharon Williams, Kari
Kosmalski and Nancy McInnis.

Meeting called to order at 7:07 p.m.
Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor – Acts 27:33-38.
Previous minutes were accepted as submitted.
Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin –
• There will be an All-Circuit Worship Service on
Sunday, August 22 at 4:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran
Church, Milford. We are taking up a collection for
Well Spring (they work with the elderly and shut-ins
or nursing homes and have recently have gotten
involved with foster care).
• Should we raise funds over the next year to pay for a
new well to be dug at the soon-to-be-built Lutheran
school St. Mark’s is helping to support in Liberia?
The cost would be $3,000 for the well. The timeline
for the school to be built is about a year once they
decide where to build it. This is now the perfect time
for us to work on raising money for the well. Council
approved fundraising for the $3,000.

Human Care per Karen Kaufman – Dinner at St. Paul’s was
rescheduled for next Wednesday, August 25. We should plan
on 50 dinners, if no rain. We are just going to drop off the
dinners at St. Paul because their kitchen is being remodeled
and currently not accessible.
Parish Fellowship per Sharon Williams
• The Joe Boway presentation and lunch was well
received. We had about 40 people. The presentation
was quite eye-opening. We are so blessed in this
country.
• Next on the agenda is the Harvest Dinner in October.
Properties (Jim O’Brien not in attendance)
• Debbie Sidelinker stated that the light bulbs in the
outside sign were replaced, but the ballast is not
working. so we will be looking to repair/replace the
ballast.
• A new flag has been hung on the flag pole.
• Pastor will be talking to Jim O’Brien about starting to
use the money we received from the stimulus
donations to repair items that need repairing.

BOARD REPORTS
Assimilation & Stewardship per Pastor Vergin – New member
board will be updated as needed.
Elders per Darryl Swainson – They are working on trying to
get inactive members back to church. Pastor wrote a letter to
these members encouraging them to come back. There aren’t a
lot of inactive members, but some of them have been inactive
for about a year. Our elders are working on hosting an Elders’
Conference at St. Mark’s to discover what other churches are
doing to connect with inactive members.
Youth & Family per Pastor Vergin (Mandy Vergin not in
attendance) – Sunday School is resuming September 12.
David Drake has offered to try out the Sunday School teacher
position.
Gospel Outreach per Sharon Williams – Movie night is this
Friday, August 20. The movie is: How to Train Your Dragon. If
it rains, we will set up in the basement.

(Continued next column)
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GENERAL BUSINESS
Treasurer’s Report per Kari Kosmalski – Our total income is
more than our expenses.
Financial Secretary’s Report per Debbie Sidelinker – no
questions regarding this month’s report.
Parish Report and Church Calendar per John Reardon – no
questions regarding this month’s report.
Public Relations - John Reardon thought that perhaps we
should advertise more and devote more funds towards getting
our church’s name out into the public.
Mission Planning Workshop - Per Pastor, Debbie LoCascio
remembered to include the Mission Planning Workshop on
tonight’s Council Agenda. Would the date of September 18
work? Per Council, yes. Let’s include that on the church
calendar.

(See Minutes, Page 8)
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St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

Address Service Requested
7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48324
Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870
Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

Minutes
For the latest church
news, visit our website
What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website
(www.stmarwb.org)?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly church calendars
Sunday bulletins
Weekly announcements
Monthly newsletters
About St. Mark’s
Event Registration Forms
Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/church
needs!

(Continued from Page 7)

Mi. CEF Technology Grant - Per Pastor, Debbie LoCascio is
working with the Church Extension Fund folks to find out how
the Technology Grant works. We will try and get a flat screen
TV in the library for presentations and meetings and also a
wireless mesh network, which would provide Wi-Fi
throughout the church. This is important as we want to get a
projector screen mounted in the basement along with one of
our projectors.
Next Council meeting will be on Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Children's Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - One Saturday per mo. 9 a.m.
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's
calendar, visit our website at:
www.stmarkwb.org.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

SATURDAY

2
9am Men's Bible Study

ALTAR GUILD: Gail Fitzgerald
COUNTERS: Barbara Jewell & Lori Whitehead

10am Bd. of Family &
Youth Meeting

3 18th Sun. after Trinity

4

5
Pastor's Day Off

Elder on Duty: Darryl Swainson

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Sunday School
10:45am Fall Clean-Up

6

7

8

9
10:00am F. Salo Visitation
10:30am F. Salo Memorial
Service

10am Quilting Bee

Pastor out of office in p.m.

7pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.

10 19th Sun. after Trinity

11 Columbus Day

Elder on Duty: John Sidelinker

12

13

14

15

16

Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Sunday School

Pastor Vergin out of the office
Pastor out of office in p.m.

Sec'y Debbie off

17 20th Sun. after Trinity

18

19

20

21

22

23

Elder on Duty: Darryl Swainson

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Sunday School
Pastor Vergin out of the office

2-4pm Trunk-or-Treat

10am Quilting Bee

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Pastor out of office in p.m.

7pm - Council Mtg.

24 21st Sun. after Trinity
Elder on Duty: Tom LoCascio

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Sunday School

25

26

27

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Sunday School

Halloween

29

30

DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.
Pastor out of office in p.m.

31 Reformation Day
Elder on Duty: John Sidelinker

28

Pastor's Day Off

3
10
17
24
31

ACOLYTES:
TBD
TBD
Jay Anderson
TBD
TBD

3
10
17
24
31

GREETERS:
Rudy/Ellen Rentola
Mary Lockwood
Sue Ingram/Judy S.
Carolynn Taylor
Jennie/Karen Kaufman

USHERS:
3
10
17
24
31

John Reardon
Tom Kaufman
Matt Maier
Rudy Rentola
Trent Johnson

VIDEO TECH:
3
10
17
24
31

Charlie Powell
Debbie Sidelinker
Karen Kaufman
Charlie Powell
Debbie Sidelinker

