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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we celebrate the ascension of our Lord Jesus into heaven, which occurred forty days 

after His resurrection from the dead. Here, Jesus parted from His disciples and was taken 

up bodily into heaven to sit down at the right hand of God, where He currently reigns over 

all things for the sake of His Church. As we remember this great moment in salvation 

history, we rejoice to know that our gracious Lord and Savior is in control over everything, 

even as we also remember that we too will ascend with Him when He returns in glory. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that 

your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive 

Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our 

agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive 

this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the 

teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Stand 
Processional Hymn: 495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious 

During the Procession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in reverence to 

Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 47:1–2, 5, 8; antiphon: Acts 1:11 
P Men of Galilee, 

  why do you stand looking into heaven? Alleluia. 

C This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 

  will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. Alleluia. 
 

P Clap your hands, all peoples! 

  Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

C For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 

  a great king over all the earth. 
P God has gone up with a shout, 

  the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

C God reigns over the nations; 

  God sits on his holy throne. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Men of Galilee, 

  why do you stand looking into heaven? Alleluia. 

C This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 

  will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. Alleluia. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
  



  

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 



 
 

This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 

heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading 2 Kings 2:5–15 

 5The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, 

“Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he 

answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

 6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 

But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the 

two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some 

distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak 

and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I 

am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit 

on me.” 10And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 

taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And 

as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the 

two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he 

cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him 

no more. 

 Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13And he took up 

the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the 

Jordan. 14Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, 

saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the 

water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 



 15Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, 

they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to 

the ground before him. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse of the Day (spoken responsively) Psalm 47:5; 68:18a 

During the celebration of Easter and Pentecost, the Gradual is omitted and the Verse is 

expanded. 
 

P Alleluia. God has gone up with a shout 

  the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Alleluia.  

C You ascended on high 

  leading a host of captives in your train. Alleluia. 

 
Second Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his 

suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 

the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were 

looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they 

were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken 

up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Stand 
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 

rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 
49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 

you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the 

temple blessing God. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

 

  



Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

 
Sermon 

 

Stand 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 



     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

  

Brief silence 

  

O Lord God, heavenly Father, You sent Your only begotten Son into our world in 

order to rescue us from sin, death and the devil. In His perfect life, sacrificial death, 

glorious resurrection and ascension into heaven, He fulfilled everything written about 

Him in the Law of Moses and the prophets and the Psalms, thus winning for us 

forgiveness, life and salvation. Keep us, Your baptized children, clothed in His 

holiness and righteousness as His pure and unblemished bride. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
  

P We praise You for retaining among us Your Holy Word and Sacraments. Continue to 

raise up faithful stewards of Your mysteries, that repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins in Christ’s name would be proclaimed in our midst and throughout all the world, 

and prepare all Your baptized children to be faithful confessors of the hope that is in 

them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  



P In the midst of strife and conflict, and wars and rumors of wars, remind us that You 

have given all authority in heaven and earth to Your Son, our ascended Lord. Call to 

faithfulness the leaders of the earth, and bless those who govern. Thwart those who 

would hinder Your reign among all peoples. Deliver us from greed, self-centeredness 

and pride, and grant us a proper sense of priorities, that we may seek those things 

which are above. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P On this day, as we celebrate Your Son’s ascension into heaven where He intercedes 

for us as our Prophet, Priest and King, give us the confidence that whatever we ask in 

His name shall be granted according to His will. Feed us with the bread of life and 

cup of salvation here at the holy altar, that our faith may be strengthened and our 

hope increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
  

P You have not left us without comfort and hope. Consider our woes and fears; be not 

far from us in our times of trial. Be with the lonely, the forsaken, the sick and the 

distressed. Help us to be watchful and to be in prayer, longing for Your Son’s 

glorious return, when we, too, shall be resurrected to dwell body and soul in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our crucified, risen and ascended Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

NOTE REGARDING THE OFFERING – Offering plates are located at the sanctuary exit 

doors where you may leave your offering as you depart today. 
  



Stand 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 

was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

  



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

  



Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see note on the inside front cover of this service folder regarding our 

practice of Holy Communion. 

 

Directions for Holy Communion:  

 Ushers will release you in small groups to approach the altar 

 Please wear a mask as you approach the altar and as you depart (masks may be 

removed at the communion rail) 

 Please space yourselves out at the communion rail (households may remain 

together) 

 Please temporarily receive the host (wafer) in your hands rather than your mouth 

 Use of the common cup will be temporarily suspended 

 When you take an individual cup, please be careful not to touch any adjacent cups 

 
  



Distribution Hymn: 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

  



Distribution Hymn: 492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763 

Tune: Public domain 

 

  



Stand 
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 



Closing Hymn with Cross Recession: 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
During the Cross Recession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in 

reverence to Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

D  6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



 
 
  



Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 


